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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-
latin-j282.pdf for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-latin-j282.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-latin-j282.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220702-specification-accredited-gcse-latin-j282.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1 (b)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

[4]
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Examiner commentary

Examiner commentary

The first point takes a relevant Latin reference (a single word can be sufficient), shows its meaning and gives a good explanation of 
how it suggests Aeneas’ confusion. The additional reference to the ‘rhetorical question’ is not needed for the 2 marks here.  The sec-
ond point again gives a sound explanation of his confusion with Latin reference(s) and indication of the meaning.

In the first point the candidate clearly knows what observation s/he wants to make and comes close to making it but the fact that 
we are not told what is dulces/sweet means that the point is not fully made, so the mark is 1 rather than 2. 
 
The second point selects the stylistic device of rhetorical questions, with good Latin examples, and explains how they emphasise 
confusion; the candidate does not need to translate the questions here as it is the stylistic device that is being commented on.

Exemplar 2 3 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

6

GCSE (9-1) Latin

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary

The first point does little more than match Latin to the translation provided (which would generally not be sufficient for a mark) but 
it is a full and well-selected example so earns a mark in this instance; explanation of how it emphasises confusion is needed for the 
second. 

The second point makes a fair observation with Latin reference but it is incomplete as the contrasting thought (the land is sweet) is 
not given.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 6 marks

[6]
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Examiner commentary

There is a big range of points that can be made in answer to this question and each point is judged on its merits. The points may be 
ones of content or style but each needs a Latin reference, evidence that the candidate understands it and an explanation of how it 
makes the appeal persuasive.

This candidate makes three very clear points, which amply fulfil the requirements; in the first and third points, a slightly less full 
explanation would still have gained the mark.  In the third point, the mis-spelling of miserere is disregarded as it does not affect the 
point made: The candidate knows the meaning and grammar of the word, which many others took to be a form of the adjective 
miser.

Exemplar 2 5 marks

Examiner commentary

In the first point, the candidate selects a valid point of style with Latin reference.  The word per is translated but the explanation fails 
to show how the word is being used in this context and why, therefore, it is a persuasive device.  The mark here is 1.

The second and third points are sound and fully meet the requirements of the question.  The rather specific interpretation of dulce 
meum is a justifiable one.
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Exemplar 3 4 marks

Examiner commentary

This answer makes three specific and accurate references to the content of the passage and explains adequately in each case how it 
is persuasive.  Only in the first example is there any Latin, so this point gains 2 whereas the others gain 1 each.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Examiner commentary

This is a flawless translation of a demanding passage with every word correctly accounted for.  The words ‘is warning me’ in line 5 are 
not in the Latin text but are a fully acceptable means of bringing the free-floating ‘puer Ascanius’ into the sentence structure: exam-
iners accepted a wide variety of methods of doing this, including an entirely literal translation.

[5]
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Exemplar 2 4 marks

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Examiner commentary

Examiner commentary

In this translation, the only error is the omission of cari.  Omission of a word counts as a more serious error (unless otherwise stated in 
the mark scheme), so the mark here is 4.  The candidate’s version of the final line clearly and fully conveys the sense of the Latin; the 
English expression here is slightly garbled and not grammatically accurate but this does not incur any penalty.

There are several more serious errors and omissions here, especially in the last two lines of text.  However, the translation conveys the 
overall sense pretty well and therefore scores 3.  The incorrect use of Ascanius for Anchises is ignored but would not here affect the 
mark even if treated as an error.



Exemplar Candidate Work

12

GCSE (9-1) Latin

© OCR 2018

Question 7

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary

This is an excellent answer, which shows thorough understanding of the text and uses a very good technique for answering this 
type of question: it selects a series of examples from the Latin text with explanation of their meaning and how they relate to 
the question.  Several have additional development in the form of stylistic observation or fuller discussion of how Dido’s lack of 
forgiveness is displayed.

torva tuentem is related to the question both by its meaning and by its alliteration; the alliterative effect is explained in an unusual 
way but credit can be given to this as a personal interpretation and response.  In ‘solo fixos oculos’, however, the basic point is sound 
but the stylistic point is unconvincing.

‘tandem corripuit’: the point here is developed by a discussion of Dido’s feelings at this point (though there is also a glancing 
reference to imagery – a point of style); again, a personal interpretation is always acceptable, provided it does not conflict with what 
the text actually says. 

There are two further examples, both of which are well developed, either in interpretative discussion or stylistic points or both.
 
At least four well developed points would be needed to access marks in level 4 and this answer clearly exceeds that minimum.  
Answers to this question are assessed on the overall quality of the answer on the basis of the Marking Grid and not simply on a 
count of points. 

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary

This candidate makes four points but they are not all equally strong or well developed.

The positioning of tenebat is accepted as valid but it is not well related to the question and is quite a weak point in comparison to 
what could be said about the rest of the line. The handling of the simile and of refugit is sound in both cases and shows develop-
ment but the observation of M sounds is not well enough targeted at the question to gain credit. The amorem reference is a good, 
developed point.

This is a good answer containing a number of sound points but as some of the points do not bear clearly enough on the idea of 
forgiveness or have limited development, it is a Level 3 rather than a Level 4 answer.

SCRIPT IS MISSING END OF 
RESPONSE
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Exemplar 3 Level 3, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary

This response makes a number of sound content points and relates them to the question; it includes some Latin and some stylistic 
features (simile, vocabulary choice).  The first paragraph contains three basic, though relevant and accurate, points (‘turns away...’, 
‘flees from him...’, ‘expression doesn’t change...’); they are basic, however, and little developed. The force of the simile is mentioned but 
not what it is that Dido is being compared to.  The following paragraph discusses quite well the significance of her returning to her 
husband Sychaeus: this constitutes a well developed point. 

There is enough accurate and targeted material to put the answer in level three but, given how basic several of the points are it 
scores the lower of the two marks in that level.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary

Throughout this answer, there is specific and accurate textual detail, which either illustrates a point being made or forms the basis 
for a conclusion that is drawn.  

The first four paragraphs give evidence of the difficult situation Aeneas was put in by the gods’ sudden message and Dido’s behav-
iour; here the relevance of the information given to the question could have been made a bit clearer. When the answer focuses on 
what Aeneas says to Dido (‘However Aeneas is not exactly tactful...’), there is a series of very sound points bearing on his handling of 
the situation.  They are all fully supported by textual evidence and the short conclusion brings the whole argument together. 

There is plenty of material covering both Assessment Objectives to justify putting this answer in Level 4.
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary

This relatively short answer follows a rather unusual line in focusing on Aeneas’ allowing the relationship with Dido to develop in the 
first place.  This is an acceptable, though not very wide-ranging, line of argument supported, again acceptably, by material from the 
wider Aeneid rather than the specified Latin section.

The first paragraph makes a valid argument and supports it with general reference to the prophecies and commands Aeneas had 
received from the gods.  The same is true of the second paragraph which introduces the manipulation of both Dido and Aeneas by 
‘one of the gods’.  The supporting evidence is not detailed but does show general understanding of the background to the story.

The third point follows on, arguing reasonably that Aeneas should have been clearer with Dido throughout.  This leads to Aeneas’ 
specific duplicity in ordering his men to conceal the preparations they were making.

The final argument, that Aeneas put duty before love, is potentially a good one but is left undeveloped.

The arguments are sound but limited in range and supported by textual information of a generalised rather than specific nature.  On 
the basis of these considerations and the relative slightness of the response as a whole, it is assessed at the lower mark in Level 4.
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Exemplar 3 Level 3, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary

This response displays some knowledge, both general and specific, of the set text and deploys a small number of reasonable, 
though superficial arguments.

In the first paragraph, the point is undeveloped and not supported by any specific reference to the text (apart from a mention of 
Dido’s suicide). In the second paragraph the textual references do not justify the claim that Aeneas handled the situation badly or 
show in what way he was responsible for Dido’s death. 

The third paragraph is both better argued and better supported by evidence, indeed it is the only paragraph which really bears 
directly on the question and is supported by relevant evidence.

The response scores 5 in total but it was felt that the answers did better under the AO2 assessment objective than the AO3 assess-
ment objective due to the limited level of argumentation. 
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