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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-
h409-from-2017/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-h409-from-2017/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-h409-from-2017/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-h409-from-2017/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1	 5 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate’s response is full and detailed in address of the economic contexts identifying Disney’s conglomerate scale and 
production costs with reference to above the line costs, such as the stars used and the ability to globally distribute The Jungle Book 
(2016). The response demonstrates comprehensive knowledge and understanding of contexts of media and their influence on 
media products and processes, for example in discussion of horizontal integration.
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Exemplar 2	 5 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Exemplar 3	 4 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidates’ response to the question was awarded full marks – a concise and accurate response.
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Exemplar 4	 2 marks

Examiner commentary
An adequate response which is focussed on the economic contexts of film and in reference to The Jungle Book (2016) in relation to 
production and ownership. An area for development is to engage with conglomeration power, size and scale.

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
Question 1 is a minimal response to the question set. The response needs to focus more on how economic factors, including 
different types of ownership, influence funding models for film production. Whilst there is reference to target audiences, film gross 
and stars there is minimal demonstration of knowledge and understanding of how economic contexts influence film production.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1	 8 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The candidate demonstrates detailed and accurate application of knowledge and understanding of media representations to 
analyse stereotyping and images of ethnicity in the Billie Jean music video. The response considers the context of the text in relation 
to the concept of representation.

Exemplar 2	 8 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a low Level 3 response. It is a convincing, perceptive and accurate analysis of how the Billie Jean music video challenges 
stereotypes which opens with discussion of the context in which the video was released. The response consistently provides logical 
connections and a good line of reasoning in reference to the music video.
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Exemplar 3	 4 marks

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
A low Level 2 response which demonstrates a generally successful analysis of how the Billie Jean music video uses stereotypes to 
represent a variety of images of ethnicity, which provides some logical connections and lines of reasoning, for example in reference 
to the significance of the music video and MTV. The response could be developed further with a wider range of textual examples 
and more explicit address of how stereotypes are challenged.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1	 8 marks

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Page 6 of 14Print Script
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Page 6 of 14Print Script

Page 7 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a top level response on magazines and to the front cover of The Big Issue. It is detailed and knowledgeable in response to the 
question set.  There is plenty of evidence of how media language on the front cover of the magazine constructs political and social 
representations, for example, reference to the lead cover line “What’s the worst that could happen”. Good reference is made to the 
style of the magazine and its front cover identifying the caricature of Trump. There are also references to other social and cultural 
events, such as diving with Olympic diver Tom Daley. The candidate’s response could be improved with more accurate reference to 
media terminology: suggests could be replaced with connotes or signifies in its media arguments. Overall, there is a comprehensive, 
detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of how front covers of magazines represent social, cultural and political events.
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Exemplar 2	 3 marks

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
Sound knowledge and understanding of the task is evident in the candidate’s response and in address of the question set, but 
focusses on political contexts in relation to Trump and the social contexts in a much more general way lacking reference to the front 
cover.
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Exemplar 3	 4 marks

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate’s response does attempt to address the question in a general way to political, social and cultural events but the 
response would be developed further with wider use of specific examples from the front cover of The Big Issue.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1	 AO1 6 marks, AO2 6 marks

Page 6 of 14Print Script
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Page 7 of 14Print Script

Page 6 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
A very good response to Mr Robot as a Long Form Television Drama which makes plenty of textual references and demonstrates 
detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of the media theoretical framework in relation to the question set. The 
response applies Gauntlett to theories of social identity and Jenkins’ participatory culture in relation to audience reading of the text 
– illustrating precise and relevant reference to academic ideas and arguments to support analysis of the set episode. The response 
could be developed further with more explicit connection to the ‘absence’ of recognisable stars that are a key factor to the success of 
long form television dramas.

Exemplar 2	 AO1 10 marks, AO2 8 marks

Page 7 of 14Print Script
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Page 10 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
A clear address of what the question asks. A top level response using the episode of Stranger Things and discussion in relation to the 
use of recognisable stars, for example in discussion of Winona Ryder. The response meets A01 well with comprehensive, detailed and 
accurate knowledge and understanding of the media theoretical framework in relation to the question set, for example in relation 
to the discussion on intertextuality and homage to E.T. as a movie which is referenced in the opening sequence. The candidate is 
able to provide developed and accomplished judgements and conclusions regarding the extent to which the candidate agrees 
(or disagrees) with the statement, supported with appropriate reference to the Long Form Television Drama studied in relation 
to narrative and Todorov, and Neale on Genre. There is a logical attempt to refer to relevant academic ideas and arguments in the 
analysis of Long Form Television Drama and an attempt to reach a conclusion meeting the top level mark criteria for A02.

Exemplar 3	 AO1 6 marks, AO2 5 marks

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Page 6 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

19

AS Level Media Studies

© OCR 2018

Page 6 of 14Print Script

Page 7 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate’s response is focussed on the set episode of Homeland. There is evident and adequate knowledge and understanding 
of the star and references to the star image beyond the episode and in a media context in relation to media institutions and 
audiences. Although there is some reference to gender representation the answer could be developed further with more detailed 
connections to academic ideas and arguments.
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Exemplar 4	 AO1 3 marks, AO2 3 marks

Page 7 of 14Print Script

Page 8 of 14Print Script
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Page 8 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
The response focusses on Kevin Spacey and the importance of the star to House of Cards. There is adequate and generally accurate 
knowledge and understanding of the media theoretical framework in relation to the question set (AO1).

Despite the mention of multiple narrative strands and an inaccurate application of Gerbner’s cultivation theory AO2 is met at a 
minimal level and reference to academic ideas and arguments is minimal or brief, may not be relevant to the set episode or may be 
absent.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1	 AO1 5 marks, AO2 9 marks

Page 8 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
A top-level response which contrasts the unseen sources well in discussion of media language to convey different values, attitudes 
and beliefs about the world. The candidate’s response connects the readership of these different sources to the ideas of the 
audience as active consumers, implying the changes to audience use of the media and the messages communicated especially with 
technological change.

Exemplar 2	 AO1 5 marks, AO2 2 marks

Page 7 of 14Print Script

Page 8 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

25

AS Level Media Studies

© OCR 2018

Page 8 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
An adequate response which demonstrates some generally accurate application of knowledge and understanding to the source 
material in relation to the news event reported. The response includes some successful analysis of how elements of media language 
have been used in combination in the unseen sources, which provides some logical connections and lines of reasoning, although is 
descriptive in parts.

Exemplar 3	 AO1 4 marks, AO2 0 marks

Page 10 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a brief response which is awarded minimal marks and contains inaccurate reference to the Mirror. The candidate must be able 
to consider the significance of the social media source in contrast to the traditional news form.



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

AS Level Media Studies

© OCR 2018

Question 6

Exemplar 1	 AO1 5 marks, AO2 1 marks

Page 10 of 14Print Script

Page 11 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
A top-level response which addresses the question – how newspapers have responded to technological and social changes in order 
to survive with reference to the Daily Mirror website and social media such as Twitter. For more credit a wider range of examples 
need to be discussed in relation to wider academic ideas. Institutional factors such as experiments in different models for monetising 
online newspapers could further be considered.

Exemplar 2	 AO1 5 marks, AO2 1 marks

Page 9 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
An adequate response which is concise in address of the question set. Valid points are made in relation to the Daily Mirror and 
technological changes via the Internet and android devices/apps used. This is connected to how the audience read the news and 
the content is more focussed for its audience online and the style of sensational news presented. For a higher level the candidate 
needs to engage with a wider range of points addressing the question and make connections to relevant academic ideas.
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Exemplar 3	 AO1 3 marks, AO2 0 marks

Page 8 of 14Print Script

Page 9 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
Some credit due for the understanding of news and audience, for example the reference to subscription and how the Daily Mirror 
has responded with social networks, but this is an example of a minimal response to the question set.
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