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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 16 marks  AO2 Level 6, 24 marks 
Total 40 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent introduction, although it is still rather long it shows a great deal of understanding of the key terms used in the 
response.

The first paragraph shows an excellent understanding of the teachings around nirvana and it shows named scholars views that 
support the candidate’s own excellent knowledge.

The second paragraph shows a greater holistic knowledge and demonstrates a clear understanding of and an ability to analyse and 
evaluate the concepts being discussed. 

The discussion of the two levels of truths is excellent.

The final paragraph brings in Zen concepts and shows an even wider range of ideas and a nuanced approach to the discussion of 
the different views.

The conclusion is fully supported by the response and shows that the candidate has focused on the question throughout and is 
thoroughly in command of the material they have used. This is probably more than full marks!

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 11 marks  AO2 Level 5, 17 marks 
Total 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response has a nice clear introduction which addresses the question.

In the first paragraph the candidate uses Damien Keown’s writings to suggest that nirvana is only knowable through experience. 
This is a very good point but it is not fully developed or fully analysed. The candidate might have discussed how it can be knowable 
through experience if there is nothing of us after death to experience it.

The second paragraph uses Cush and Santina to show how nirvana is described analogically. Again, this is very good but again the 
ideas are not fully developed or analysed.  For example, what might be the problem with using analogies? Why might Santina’s 
analogy give the wrong impression of nirvana?

The third paragraph again uses some good ideas (the quote is not from the Dhammapada) but again fails to get to grips with the 
ideas.  The quote from is, for example used by Nagajuna in his explanation of the non-duality of existence and has been linked to 
the Buddha’s unanswered questions where he does not want people to get the wrong impression of what nirvana is or is not. The 
analogy of the arrow is good but again it is more about the cessation of suffering rather than a description or explanation of nirvana.  
The candidate could have used the ideas from the Udana chapter 8 which talks about nirvana using the via negative which gives an 
idea of what nirvana is not but some scholars have suggested it does not really take us any closer to what nirvana really is.

The conclusion logically follows from the response and clearly states a particular view.  This is a very good response.  The candidate 
has made good use of their knowledge and understanding to present a clear discussion using named scholars’ views.  However, the 
lack of detailed analysis and the slightly generalised nature of the response stop it from being excellent.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 14 marks  AO2 Level 6, 21 marks 
Total 35 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is a clear introduction that sets out the ideas to be discussed.

The first paragraph shows a very good level of knowledge and understanding and uses that understanding in a skilful way which 
is why the response is in the bottom of level 6 rather than the top of level 5. The use of Batchelor’s ideas and the link to King Asoka 
show that social activism is a part of the Buddha’s teachings and the history of Buddhism.  There is some good analysis of these ideas 
but these could have been developed further in terms of David Loy’s comments about the changing nature of the modern world 
and the need to update the teachings from a very different culture and time.  The link to practice through the eightfold path is very 
good and shows a higher level of understanding as well as an ability to link the different concepts within Buddhism together.  This is 
the key to understanding Buddhism and conveying that understanding.

The next section about Thich Nhat Hanh is also very good.  It shows a higher level of knowledge and understanding but it would 
have been good to see some more examples such as the 14 precepts of engaged Buddhism or real world examples such as the 
Sangha Metta Project in Thailand.  The discussion after this is excellent and shows some of the dilemmas in modern Buddhism 
around personal enlightenment verses compassion for others and the desire to help them achieve enlightenment.  The question 
over whether the Buddha was a model arhat or a model bodhisattva is a good one and could have been developed further. 

The conclusion draws the ideas together well but shows that the candidate understood the concept of inter-being but did not 
develop this further in the response.  For many this is a fundamental concept on modern socially engaged Buddhism and therefore 
it could have been made more of in order to develop the discussion further.
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 12 marks  AO2 Level 5, 18 marks 
Total 30 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a very good introduction.  It is short and concise and shows not only that the candidate is addressing the question but also 
that they understand the terms in the question.

The first paragraph, even though it is not entirely accurate has some very good information in, which shows that the candidate does 
understand the topic.  There is also a good discussion later in the paragraph which shows that not all Buddhists agree that they 
should be social engaged as this distracts them from their main purpose i.e. attaining enlightenment.

Later in the very long first paragraph the candidate counters these views from a Mahayana point of view and makes good use of 
the eightfold path (right livelihood) in this discussion. They then move onto look at the idea of karma which shows a good level of 
understanding of a range of Buddhist concepts.

The second paragraph is good because it shows some specific examples of Buddhist organisations which are working to support/ 
help those in society.  The facts are mostly accurate and they show a clear line of argument running through the response.  There is 
good use of the bodhisattva ideal here as well.

The candidate then goes onto look at self-immolation by monks as a form of social activism and supports this in the penultimate 
paragraph with information from the Lotus Sutra.  This again shows a very good level of knowledge.

The conclusion tries to tie all of these strands together but does so rather uncritically.  What is lacking from the response and what 
stops it from being any better than the bottom of ‘very good’ level 5, is that there are some inaccuracies in the knowledge but more 
importantly much of the information is not analysed sufficiently to make an informed evaluation of the issues.  Some ideas are 
stated and not developed such as self-immolation, the bodhisattva ideal and drug rehabilitation.  If these points were discussed to 
show why some Buddhists thought they there are an essential part of Buddhist practice whilst others disagreed, then this would 
help the response achieve a higher mark.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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