
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

H573/07 Summer 2018 
examination series
Version 1

Qualification
Accredited

A LEVEL

Exemplar Candidate Work

H573
For first teaching in 2016

www.ocr.org.uk/religiousstudies

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/religious-studies/


Exemplar Candidate Work

2

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Contents
Introduction 3

Question 1 4

Question 2 11

Question 3 17

Question 4 24



Exemplar Candidate Work

3

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 16 marks  AO2 Level 6, 21 marks

Total 37 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response has achieved almost full marks - 16/16 for AO1 and 21/24 for AO2. As set out in the Levels of Response, in the top mark 
range the candidate fully comprehends the demands of the question and deploys relevant, selected knowledge to address and 
discuss the issue. This example is not only full of knowledge about Hinduism beyond its place of origin but has evident selection and 
application of that knowledge to the specific question asked. 

The essay is clearly structured; at the beginning the candidate clearly identifies the connection between the idea of Hinduism and 
the land of India and juxtaposes this with the historical fact of travel to and from that land and contact between its people and the 
rest of the world. This establishes their understanding of the question and sets the foundation for a discursive essay. This writing 
style, entwining knowledge with analytic and discursive interpretation is maintained throughout the response with the candidate 
explicitly identifying material that might support the view proposed by the question and also material which could support views 
against it. 

Where there is scope for improvement it is in relation to AO2, and the analysis/evaluation of the material the candidate has chosen 
to use. There is sufficient clear and successful argument and analysis to achieve the bottom of Level 6, however there are places 
where the discussion and evaluation of material identified and used by the candidate stopped short of the “insightful critical 
analysis and detailed evaluation” required to achieve full marks within Level 6. One example is the consideration of ISKCON, where 
the candidate does observe the scale and impact of ISKCON outside India and offers a thoughtful judgement on why this supports 
opposition to the position of the question; but they do not then mention ways in which ISKCON is distinct to other forms of 
Hinduism or reflect on whether the same material they have used on one side of the question could be interpreted differently and 
so support the other side. 

One of the most striking things about this response is its reliance on specific knowledge of Hinduism and their study of it. The 
question was open to the use of generic ideas and ‘common sense’ observations - such as the existence of self-described Hindu 
communities outside India - but, while such material is relevant and can contribute to a response it can also be used to the exclusion 
of more specific, focussed material. The question refers explicitly to religious practices and this candidate has recognised that, 
relating their common sense observations to their specific knowledge of Hindu religious practices. 

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 4, 10 marks  AO2 Level 4, 16 marks

Total 26 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response engages directly with the question from the outset, offering an introductory paragraph which sets out both the 
issue and the conclusion for which the candidate intends to argue. This paragraph offers a useful contrast with the introductory 
paragraph to the high level response in Exemplar 1: while both candidates have taken the same structural approach to the essay 
this introduction is less reflective and does not deploy explicit knowledge in establishing the question and responses. This response 
simply observes firstly that Hinduism is “popular across the globe” and secondly that it is widely believed to have originated in India 
which is connected to a belief that it can only be practised in that country without any exemplary detail or explanation of why this 
might be so. This introduction establishes a broad foundation rather than indicating a thoughtful, critical understanding of the issue. 
It is neither incorrect nor irrelevant, but it is not targeted to the specifics of the question in a way that indicates careful selection of 
material and a focus on the precise question throughout. 

The essay continues in this general and descriptive vein, demonstrating some relevant knowledge (such as the connection between 
the British Raj and migration) but without the focus on practising Hinduism that is required by the question. The response overall 
offers a descriptive account of how Hinduism, in some form, did spread beyond India with some reflective commentary that ties 
the knowledge deployed more clearly to the question asked. It does therefore both address the question directly and include some 
successful and clear argument, ensuring placement in Level 4 for both AO1 and AO2, but the generally historical focus and limited 
material on practise prevents AO1 meeting the Level 5 criteria of focus on the precise question.

Reflection on the selected material is offered throughout, but the level of discussion and critique is variable and often lacking 
scholarly input/insight. The discussion overall is based in general knowledge, history and sociology rather than critically focussed on 
Hinduism in those contexts. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 14 marks  AO2 Level 6, 21 marks

Total 35 marks
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Examiner commentary
The question required detailed Hindu-specific knowledge, balanced with critical and careful consideration of that knowledge. There 
was no place for generic material or generalised understandings of karma in an adequate answer to this question: candidates had 
to focus with precision on their understanding of a specific issue (karma) and its complexities in the context of Hinduism and this 
candidate does so very well. They not only recognise the key terms used in the question but understand that the issue is more 
complex than it might appear to a more limited understanding of Hinduism - a poor response would take the question for a truism. 

This response does not begin by restating the question in the candidates own terms but rather with a consideration of one of 
the key terms in the question, using this the candidate is able to open their discussion by explaining that Hinduism is diverse and 
complex and that exploration of any issue within it requires recognising their own starting point. They begin with the concept 
of moksha and use the story of King Janaka achieving it both to introduce the concept of karma and to establish different 
interpretations of it. This combines material relevant for AO1 with skills relevant for AO2 in a very fluent way. 

The response achieves the top level for both AO1 and AO2, although not the top mark within those levels. It is full of relevant, 
correct and carefully selected knowledge that is skilfully used and, while it is short, it is all to the point and focussed on the specific 
question. There are places however where the candidates brevity has prevented them demonstrating the high level of detail, nuance 
and reflective critical insight that would meet all the level criteria for full marks. 

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 11 marks  AO2 Level 4, 13 marks

Total 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is a good example of the way in which an average candidate dealt with this question. It recognises, defines and uses 
all the relevant Hindu terms - karma, moksha, dharma and so on - and then offers a broad-brush account of karma within samsara 
based largely on the English translation the candidate has for these terms. In this example that means explaining that karma is the 
consequences of actions played out over a succession of lifetimes, and that good karma brings rewards. This is correct, as far as it 
goes, but it is also limited and overly-simplistic without additional detail which is never really given. Further, the response appears 
to assume that it must be the case that good karma will assist with liberation and neither alternative views nor different ways of 
understanding what help might mean in that context are engaged with. 

There are places where the response hints at awareness of complexity - for example there is an early reference to selfless action, 
which might indicate the idea of nishkam karma - but in the absence of any development that understanding remains unclear. 
Areas such as attachment and delusion, the connection with Rta and the functions of karma within samsara - are touched upon in 
passing but not really discussed. The complexity and interrelationship of different concepts remains unclear and means the response 
overall reads as more of a summary of one view of karma within one form of Hinduism than a critical engagement with different 
understandings of the contribution of karma to liberation.  

The knowledge selected and used is good, relevant to the question as used with sufficient facility to achieve the bottom of Level 5. 
However, this could have been a much better essay with the explicit recognition that there are different ways to understand karma. 
The AO2 mark remains at the bottom of Level 4 because, while views are offered and justified in support of one clear argument, the 
analysis and evaluation elements are much more limited.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 5, 13 marks  AO2 Level 5, 20 marks

Total 33 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was not a popular question and it was also commonly a weaker area for a majority of candidates. The term ‘holy persons’ used 
in the question is found on the specification but did not appear to be familiar to candidates since it did not lead them to relevant 
information; an average answer dealt more with anthropomorphic deities than any human form or expression of holiness. This is an 
interesting exemplar response in that it demonstrates how a narrower range of topic-specific knowledge can be constructed into a 
good essay by using the specifically relevant knowledge with both skill and critical insight in a focussed response to the question. 

The specification identifies four titles which might be given to Hindu holy people - sadhu/sadhvi, yogi/yogini. Guru (or Swami) and 
sannyasi. This response directly addresses only two of these, but the nature of positive marking, using Levels of Response, means 
that a narrower scope explored in depth is as able to achieve as high a mark as a response that reflects the specification content 
more completely. Since the question asks for an analysis of importance within Hinduism the focus of a high level answer should 
be clearly on the ways in which whatever categories of holy person identified contribute to or impact on the religion overall. This 
response maintains that focus clearly, considering first they had historical importance but that the world has changed and then 
asking whether practices associated with them are wholly irrelevant in a contemporary world.  Neither perspective is taken as an 
absolute but instead different responses to each are considered. 

The conclusion demonstrates a high level of knowledge about the academic study of religion and the impact of choosing either an 
outsider or an insider perspective on a given issue. It places the importance of holy people in the context of ordinary Hindu lives, as 
distinct from the interpretations of scholars rooted in a Westernised understanding of religion. This also demonstrates the candidate 
has achieved a holistic understanding of Hinduism using material from different sections of the specification to support their 
evaluation of the issue in the question. 

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 11 marks  AO2 Level 4, 13 marks

Total 24 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

21

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

22

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

23

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
This response is representative of the average approach to this question. It does not engage with any specific roles and types of 
Hindu holy person; instead tending to group them all together as ‘holy leaders’. While terms like ‘ascetic’ are used occasionally, they 
do not signal any clear understanding of the specifics associated with that term, or explicitly distinguish it from the general category. 

The material offered about the development of contemporary Hinduism and a shift towards personal puja, at least in the West, is all 
correct; however, the connection of such material to the question is attached at the end of a descriptive paragraph rather than used 
as a focus for the descriptive material. This approach works through a number of examples, beginning with the assumption that 
temples and therefore priests are hard to find in the modern world and especially outside India and collapsing religious and secular 
forms of education into a single issue concept. The spectacle of large events like Kumbh Mela offered as proof that there is still a role 
for sadhus, but that role is not explored in any real depth, nor are the distinct characteristics of sadhus in this context considered. 

The overall result is a response that offers a discursive answer to the question, which is more of a generic consideration of ‘religion 
today’ than it is a recognition of an/or grappling with the specifically Hindu material relevant to the issue. Such an approach, done 
well, can achieve marks but it can’t achieve the highest levels. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 14 marks  AO2 Level 6, 22 marks

Total 36 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

25

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

27

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
This response begins with the important, but uncommon, recognition that the term and concept of ‘religion’ originated within 
a specific context. By recognising that this concept is itself more complex than it is often assumed to be a way is opened to 
demonstrate why Hinduism might be classified as a single religion and also how a different conclusion might be reached. The 
approach is mature and insightful, and it demonstrates excellent knowledge of the way in which Hinduism interacts with scholarly 
approaches to studying religion. 

The organisation of the essay continues in this same clear vein by identifying elements commonly considered to be part of the 
broad concept of religion and examining whether Hinduism has one shared version of these or many distinct ones. As this is 
developed the candidate demonstrates not only clear knowledge of diverse forms of Hinduism but also scholarly insight into the 
issue. Each section of the response is wholly focussed on the specific question that has been put to them, and each has its own 
partial conclusion. 

The final, overall, conclusion is the weakest section of the response. While it presents the valid conclusion that the answer to the 
question depends on how you want to look at the evidence it doesn’t do much more than state this in general terms. 
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 4, 10 marks  AO2 Level 4, 14 marks

Total 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
This example makes a useful contrast to the high example given in Exemplar 1, in that it has a range of relevant commentary about 
diversity and complexity in Hinduism, but this is made in general terms rather than focussed throughout on answering the precise 
question. Where points are explicitly connected to the question this is in a comment at the start or end of a paragraph rather 
than woven through the whole approach and structure of the response. In other words, the approach appears to separate the 
Assessment Objectives in the way it is written, with a summary of some relevant piece of knowledge being written separately to a 
consideration of how to attach an AO2 element to that. 

In addition to this slightly less fluent approach to essay writing much of the knowledge demonstrated is slightly to one side of the 
actual question: for example, it describes how Hindus might be divided on moral issues or scriptural infallibility rather than asking 
whether such divisions could indicate that distinct phenomena have been wrongly classed as a single entity. This is a selection of 
relevant material that is mostly accurate and used “appropriately on the whole”, rather than the detailed and skilful use of selected 
material necessary for the higher levels. 
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