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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-sociology-h580.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-sociology-h580.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-sociology-h580.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-sociology-h580.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 6 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is an example of a very concise response which does everything it needs to in order to be rewarded full marks but is the 
minimum one would expect to attain this.  It has a clear core definition, a development of this with the point about values and 
socialisation (2/2 for AO1). Then there are 2 appropriate examples each with some development - the value underpinning the 
norm is stated explicitly for each example of a norm given (4/4 for AO2).  Although the response seems short it does what the 
mark scheme requires for full marks and this is a higher ability candidate who has not wasted time over-writing on a short answer 
response.

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This was a good response with a clear core definition including the key idea of ‘expected patterns of behaviour’ but there is a lack 
of further development of that definition so was given 1 out of 2 marks for AO1. There was then an appropriate norm identified 
‘covering one’s mouth when sneezing’ but there was no further development.  A second norm can be identified of gender roles and 
males as breadwinners with further development about the relativity of that norm. Level 3, a good ability to apply evidence thus 
gaining 3 out of 4 marks for AO2.
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Exemplar 3 3 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response was rewarded for the core definition for ‘how an individual acts within society’, there is no further development of the 
definition so 1 mark was credited for AO1.  For AO2 this was Level 2 basic, one example with a full explanation - a norm developed 
with the idea of relativity - women going to school in some societies and not others.  The idea about achieving educational success 
wasn’t rewarded as it isn’t a generally accepted pattern of behaviour for all in society and was not further explained or clarified to 
justify it being rewarded.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 12 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This is a nice example of a higher ability response that links the source directly to the knowledge and understanding. Although 
concise there is enough AO1 content for full marks here, the candidate displays ‘excellent’ knowledge and understanding, Level 4 
with 2 well developed points referencing sociologists Zola and Shakespeare with use of key concepts such as the medical and social 
model of disability.  The candidate also uses both sources explicitly and is using knowledge and understanding to link directly to the 
question of how labelling may affect the identity of a disabled person.

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Exemplar 2 7 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Page 4 of 14Print Script

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is basic knowledge and understanding here with reference to self fulfilling prophecy and internalising labels but no 
sociologists and the AO1 content in the response is underdeveloped and implicit (inaccurate reference to postmodernism) so Level 
2 was given for AO1.  There was developed application to Source A but Source B reference is underdeveloped and lots of points are 
lifted directly from the text.  It was given Level 3 for AO2, 5/8 marks as there is only occasional explicit reference to the question.

Exemplar 3 5 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
A basic Level 2 response here.  The candidate makes a point about the ‘looking glass self’, lacking depth and only partially explained 
in relation to the question on disability and self-perception. For the AO2 marks there is one underdeveloped point for Source A as 
it makes reference to being marginalised and an undeveloped point for Source B as it does little more than recognise the negative 
impact of labelling, making it limited. The response is basic and lacks development, full use of the sources or reference to more solid 
sociological points/evidence needed.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 20 marks

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Page 5 of 14Print Script
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Page 5 of 14Print Script

Page 6 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a good example of a response that is well focused on the question of age identities changing.  There are 3 well developed 
points which constitutes excellent range and development of ideas, plenty for Level 4 for AO1 and AO2.  Material is accurate and 
detailed and span a variety of age groups where identity is changing using Postman/ Palmer, Featherstone and Hepworth and then 
Willis. There are 2 evaluation points supported with evidence, Biggs being referenced in the main body of the essay and Bradley in 
the conclusion but this short essay question asks candidates for ‘brief evaluation’ therefore this was felt sufficient for full marks for 
AO3.
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Exemplar 2 13 marks

Page 4 of 14Print Script

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response was well focused on the question with good elements but was credited Level 3 for all three skills criteria and deemed 
a ‘good’ response’.  The point on Postman and changing childhood was well developed, although well applied and focused the next 
piece of AO1 on the electronic babysitter is underdeveloped thus attaining bottom of Level 3 and not top of Level 2 for AO1/AO2.  
The evaluation point is underdeveloped thus Level 3.
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Exemplar 3 6 marks

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Page 6 of 14Print Script
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Page 6 of 14Print Script

Page 7 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a lower ability response as there is very little substance and sociological knowledge.  Ideas are generalised and there are 
3 points but they are unsubstantiated.  The response was given bottom of Level 2 ‘basic’ rather than ‘limited’ due to the relevant 
examples (the voting age and the ageing population) pushing the candidate above ‘limited’ for AO1/AO2.  There are no points 
addressing the idea that age identities haven’t changed and no evaluation points were credited.  This was a common weakness of 
this question, candidates did not address the ‘briefly evaluate’ element of the question.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 9 marks

Page 9 of 14Print Script

Page 10 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is an example of a candidate who hasn’t followed a clear structure for this response in order to pick up top marks.  The candidate 
has wasted some time initially setting out the scene for how traditional family roles used to be without focusing quickly on the 
question of how roles have changed and identifying those changes explicitly.  Many candidates used evidence of traditional roles 
but the most successful responses only did this in order to illustrate change, which this candidate has done in part here.  Two 
underdeveloped points were rewarded here for move to more joint conjugal roles, Willmott and Young and changes to the role of 
fatherhood, Dermott.  Although the response is succinct and couldn’t be deemed ‘developed’, concepts such as intimate fathering 
and links to concepts such as instrumental and expressive role illustrating changes in family role took this response from Level 2 
basic to Level 3, both ways underdeveloped with a good knowledge and understanding of key ideas. 
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 12 marks

Page 10 of 14Print Script

Page 11 of 14Print Script
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Page 11 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a higher ability response in terms of AO1/AO2 marks as it is well focused on the question and there is excellent knowledge 
and understanding, explicitly applied.  A key weakness for candidates addressing this question was a tendency to comment on 
theoretical viewpoints on same sex couples whereas stronger candidates directly answered the question of whether or not same 
sex families challenged traditional ideas of the family and how (potentially using theory such as the New Rightto illustrate this).  
This response is well developed and substantiated with sociological evidence using a wide range of concepts/sociologists and 
theoretical references.  The response focuses on the ways in which same sex couples challenge the traditional nuclear family such 
as challenging traditional gender roles, challenging traditional family types and notions of marriage.  The key weakness of this 
response is the lack of evaluation.  This was common on this question, the best responses tended to focus on how the obvious 
increased prevalence and acceptance of same sex marriage was not necessarily a challenge to tradition families with a maintenance 
of importance of the nuclear traditional families and ways in which same sex families are similar to traditional families.  This response 
got full marks, Level 4 for AO1/AO2 and no marks for AO3.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 9 marks

Page 9 of 14Print Script

Page 10 of 14Print Script
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Page 11 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is some relevant knowledge and understanding here, two underdeveloped points about the Rappoports and family diversity 
and some further underdeveloped conceptual points about reconstituted families and legislation that impacts upon this.  There is 
also an undeveloped point on beanpole families This response lacks range and detail thus is Level 3 for AO1/AO2, certainly more 
than Level 1 limited but the response is short and basic.  Evaluation is brief, the point about Marxist explanations on the nuclear 
family is rewarded as limited evaluation as it suggests that the nuclear family still exists as it benefits capitalism.  A common 
weakness in this response was that theoretical viewpoints were given on the benefits/negatives of deviation from the nuclear norm 
which doesn’t directly address the question of whether the nuclear family is still the predominant type (no longer a norm).
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 12 marks

Page 7 of 14Print Script

Page 8 of 14Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

22

A Level Sociology

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
This is a good example of a response that has clearly differentiated and explicitly stated 2 reasons why young people join gangs, for 
the ‘thrill and excitement’ and because of ‘status frustration’.  Both reasons are developed and well substantiated with sociological 
evidence, both points are supported by two sociologists (although one fully developed would be sufficient for Level 4) which 
are explicitly relevant and succinctly explained with confident use of some key terminology such as blocked opportunity and 
illegitimate needs.  This candidate has not overwritten but here is enough for full marks and the response is well structured.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 8 marks

Page 6 of 14Print Script

Page 7 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This was a weak youth script where there was enough evidence to put the response in Level 2, basic, but not enough to justify 
Level 3.  There is some relevant knowledge and understanding but the response is short and lacks range and detail.  This response 
correctly identified the statement as one supported by functionalists and there is some relevant underdeveloped knowledge 
and understanding with the point about Parsons and value consensus, but is limited to this point. There is also an undeveloped 
evaluation point, questioning deviant behaviour in a supposed value consensus. The material is basic and evaluation points are 
largely anecdotal thus a Level 2, 2 marks.  
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 24 marks

Page 11 of 18Print Script
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Page 16 of 18Print Script

Page 15 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a well structured response that gained Level 4 marks for all 3 skills criteria.  There are 3 well developed knowledge and 
understanding points, grounded in theory with reference to Marxist ideas to support the question and postmodern ideas to refute 
(AO3).  There are 3 separate points here in support of the idea that youth subcultures are based on class. The first point on Hall and 
Jefferson and rebellion related to class is also supported by Clarke and is fully developed, the second point focuses on anti-school 
subcultures and the third on Young and bulimic society.  There are also three developed evaluation points, enough to demonstrate 
a ‘range’ of points, all developed and substantiated.  There is reference to other theory such as postmodernism and neo-tribes and 
strong evaluation in the form of putting forward evidence of youth subcultures being based on factors other than class such as 
gender (supported by Blackman) and ethnicity (supported by Bourgois).  There is a definite reasoned and critical conclusion which 
rounds up the essay nicely, making it feel more like a top Level 4 response.  This answer is nicely focused on the question, explicitly 
linking back to the link between social class and youth culture.
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Question 10

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Page 8 of 14Print Script

Page 9 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is really only one rewardable example here of Cohen’s Mods and Rockers, this point is underdeveloped as although there is a 
link to theory (interactionist) and a sociologist, there is a lack of obvious development of the key ideas you would expect to see in 
a moral panic response such as folk devils, self fulfilling prophecy, deviancy amplification etc.  The second paragraph is confused, 
vague and there is no clearly identified example of a moral panic, there are inaccuracies and a lack of identification with the 
question.  The material is linked to Marxist ideas of the function of a moral panic and doesn’t give any actual examples.  Therefore, 
the response as a whole is Level 3, basic, lacking range and detail, partial and undeveloped.
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Question 11

Exemplar 1 16 marks

Page 9 of 14Print Script

Page 10 of 14Print Script
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Page 10 of 14Print Script

Page 11 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a higher ability response with sufficient detail and depth for full marks.  There are two developed points, showing excellent 
knowledge and understanding of the hypodermic syringe model, with a well developed point on Bandura and Packard and then 
Anderson and Hall (although there is some inaccuracy with the details of Bandura’s study, positive marking dictates that there was 
sufficient accurate and developed AO1 for Level 4). There is then one fully developed point of evaluation with explanation on the 
two-step flow model with use of sociological concepts such as opinion leaders.  This candidate has not overwritten but has clearly 
shown solid knowledge and understanding of the question.
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Question 12

Exemplar 1 10 marks
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Page 4 of 14Print Script

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
This is a basic response, with some limited and basic knowledge and understanding, characterised by underdeveloped points and 
lacking in solid sociological evidence and full development of points. The first paragraph is a useful introduction, identifying the 
viewpoint as a Marxist one and putting forward some evidence, underdeveloped AO1 in this introduction.  There are also some 
basic examples of how the royal family are portrayed favourably and contemporary examples of negative portrayal of the working 
class. The point about Becker and labelling isn’t relevant or linked to the question here.  Marxist concepts and ideas such as the 
bourgeoisie controlling the media can be rewarded as basic AO1 and is Level 2, above limited but lack of specific sociologist or 
development of ideas means it doesn’t hit the ‘range/and or detail’ required for Level 3.  There is one underdeveloped evaluation 
point here about the negative portrayal of some members of the ruling class with contemporary examples of celebrities constituting 
a ‘limited ability’ to analyse and evaluate, and is reliant wholly on examples rather than any sociological studies or theory (which is a 
pitfall a few candidates fell into).
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