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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-sociology-h580.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-sociology-h580.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-sociology-h580.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-sociology-h580.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Page 11 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate makes two explicit summaries about the proportion of women in managerial and senior positions by concluding 
that there are fewer women overall in senior positions when compared to men and then by concluding that women have a higher 
proportion of senior positions in advertising. Both conclusions are supported by precise data taken from Source A.

Exemplar 2  3 marks

Page 14 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate makes two explicit summaries about the proportion of women in managerial and senior positions by concluding that 
there are fewer women overall in senior positions when compared to men and then by concluding that women are around twice as 
likely to be in health and social care positions. The first conclusion is supported by precise data taken from Source A. 
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To improve this answer, the candidate needed to support their second conclusion with precise data from Source A, for example 
66.3% of health and social services managers and directors are women whilst only 33.7% are men.

Exemplar 3  2 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate makes two explicit summaries about the proportion of women in managerial and senior positions by concluding that 
there is a smaller proportion of women in managerial and senior positions and then by concluding that there is a higher proportion 
of women in advertising, human resources and health and social services.

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to support each of the two conclusions with precise data from Source A.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1  5 marks

Page 3 of 14Print Script

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 2/2 marks

Candidate has identified two clear reasons why sociologists may select a representative sample. The first reason is to generalise and 
the second is for variations in views or cultural attitudes. 1 mark is credited for each.

AO2 = 3/4 marks

The first reason refers to Source B using lip service only by lifting ‘nationally representative sample’, this was credited 1 mark for AO2. 
The second reason explicitly engages with the source by referring to how people of different ethnic groups were compared and was 
credited 2 marks for explicit application.

To improve this answer, the first reason needed to engage with Source B, this could have been achieved by explaining how it 
covered those aged 16 and over across Great Britain. 

Exemplar 2  3 marks

Page 12 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
AO1 = 1/2 marks

The candidate clearly identifies one reason, to generalise, this is credited 1 mark.

AO2 = 2/4 marks

The candidate shows a clear ability to support their reason using information from Source B by addressing how studying ethnic 
minorities and age discrimination helps to apply the study ‘everywhere’. This application was credited 2 marks.

To improve this answer the candidate needed to identify another reason why sociologists may select a representative sample and 
then explicitly apply evidence from Source B to support their reason.

Exemplar 3  1 mark

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Page 4 of 14Print Script

Examiner commentary
AO1 = 1/2 marks

The candidate is credited 1 mark for identifying ‘range of respondents’ as a reason why sociologists choose to use a representative 
sample. The second reason focuses on reliability, this concept refers to methodological research methods rather than representative 
sample, this reason is credited 0 marks.

AO2 = 0/4 marks

The first four lines of this answer is describing information from Source B rather than applying it to each reason why representative 
samples are used and is therefore credited 0 marks for this. The first reason is not clearly linked to Source B and is again credited 0 
marks.

To improve this answer, the first reason needs to be explicitly linked to Source B, for example the candidate could have linked this to 
the range of respondents found in Source B which covered a range of people aged 16 and over from a range of ethnic groups. The 
candidate also needed to identify a second reason such as selecting a representative sample saves time and money compared to 
trying to interview the whole population and then explicitly linking this to information in Source B.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1  9 marks

Page 4 of 26Print Script

Page 5 of 26Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO2 = 4/4 marks

The candidate has shown an excellent ability to apply Source A once in both the advantage and disadvantage points. 2 marks is 
given for explicit application to Source A in the advantage and 2 marks in the disadvantage. To achieve this, the candidate has clearly 
referenced accurate statistics from Source A to support their answer.

AO3 = 5/6 marks

The candidate clearly identifies an advantage to using official statistics is to save time. There is a clear well developed line of 
reasoning using key methodological concepts such as secondary data. This point is developed. The disadvantage is clearly identified 
as publication bias, the candidate explains this reason using subjective as a key methodological concept. However this idea is under-
developed. As this answer is supported by methodological evidence and only one is under-developed it is credited bottom of Level 
4.

To improve this answer, the disadvantage needed to be developed further.

Exemplar 2  5 marks

Page 12 of 18Print Script

Page 13 of 18Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO2 = 2/4 marks

The candidate has shown the ability to apply data from Source A to support their advantage. The disadvantage does not use 
accurate data from Source A by saying that it ‘fails to consider that women represent retail sector more’, as this is inaccurate it cannot 
be credited.

AO3 = 3/6 marks

The candidate clearly identifies converting the data into graphs as the advantage, this idea is under-developed. The disadvantage is 
identified as data being socially constructed by powerful groups and is again under-developed.

To improve this answer, in AO2 the candidate needs to use accurate information taken from Source A to support their disadvantage. 
In AO3 the advantage needed to be developed using a key methodological theory or concept such as positivism. The disadvantage 
also needed developing further by explaining how – official statistics could be socially constructed.

Exemplar 3  3 marks

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Page 5 of 18Print Script
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Page 5 of 18Print Script

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
AO2 = 0 marks

The candidate describes Source A in the opening lines, as this is not in relation to either the advantage or disadvantage it is not 
credited any marks.

AO3 = 3/6 marks

There is a clear advantage using quantitative data as a key methodological concept, this is under-developed. The candidate then 
identifies a second advantage of credibility is identified and under-developed. The disadvantages of lack of qualitative data, bias and 
lack of rapport are identified and under-developed. There is a basic ability to evaluate the use of official statistics and is credited top 
of Level 2.

To improve this answer, for AO2 the candidate needs to apply information from Source A, for example, they could have identified 
some statistics from Source A to illustrate what quantitative data is. For AO3, the candidate only needs to identify one advantage and 
one disadvantage, if more are given, the examiner will award marks for the strongest advantage and strongest disadvantage only. In 
this answer, both points needed to be further developed for example by linking quantitative data to positivism.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1  25 marks

Page 5 of 22Print Script

Page 6 of 22Print Script
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Page 9 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
AO1 = 5/5 marks

The candidate has included more than four clear and accurate ideas which are all fully developed. There is a wide range of key 
methodological concepts and theory within this answer. In this instance the candidate has gone over and above what is expected 
for full marks. The first 7 advantages and disadvantages are well developed with clear lines of reasoning.

AO2 = 5/5 marks

The candidate shows an excellent ability to relate the use of structured interviews to the context of the research in Source B. The 
source has clearly been used to support the points made, for example the candidate uses reliability as a strength, then discuss how 
the results were found such as ‘nearly half of people think that employers don’t like having older people in the workforce as it spoils 
their image’. There is explicit engagement with Source B, illustrated when the candidate says “this question could be repeated at a 
later date”. The response engages with the source for nearly every idea and is more than what is expected for ‘wide ranging’.

AO3 = 15/15 marks

The candidate has discussed more than the required two strengths and two weaknesses which are needed for a balanced and wide 
ranging answer. The response has a wide range of explicit and relevant evaluative points, a wide range of which are fully developed. 
They are all explicitly related to the use of structured interviews. 

This is an excellent response with a wide range of methodological concepts and theory, well balanced and developed.

Exemplar 2  12 marks

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Page 7 of 18Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 3/5 marks

The candidate has used a wide range of accurate methodological theory and concepts. The line of reasoning is mostly under-
developed with only the idea of interpretivism being fully developed. This is clearly a Level 3 answer.

AO2 = 2/5 marks

The candidate pays lip service to age and Source B a number of times throughout the answer.  In paragraph 2 at ‘when studying age’, 
is indicative of a Level 1 mark, however, in paragraph 3 there is explicit application of the Source discussing specific findings which 
moves this response into Level 2. 

AO3 = 7/15 marks

The candidate has shown a basic ability to evaluate and analyse the usefulness of structured interviews. There is a lack of clarity 
in this answer which leads to a lot of points being undeveloped. There is not enough range or depth to achieve Level 3 which is 
why this is Level 2. For example, the first paragraph is mainly description, the second part is an advantage but under-developed, 
paragraph 3, is about generalisation but is confused and paragraph 6 is repetition, except the final sentence which is an 
undeveloped evaluation point.

To improve this answer, for AO1, a wide range of ideas needed to be fully developed this could be achieved by explaining in more 
detail why it is a strength or weakness or by making explicit links to Source B. For AO2, there needs to be a wide range of explicit 
reference to Source B and structured interviews. 
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Exemplar 2  3 marks

Page 5 of 14Print Script

Page 6 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 1/5 marks

This answer has lots of inaccuracies and confusion. The first paragraph is irrelevant, paragraph 2 is confused between structured and 
unstructured interviews, but has an undeveloped evaluative point at the end about empathy, which then leads to an undeveloped 
advantage about comparing answers. The answer then moves on to discuss the elderly and functionalism which are not focused on 
methodological issues and are therefore not credited any marks. The final paragraph is confused, outlining that structured interviews 
do not produce any numerical data. The answer is credited Level 1, as it illustrates a limited understanding of structured interviews.

AO2 = 0/5 marks

This answer makes no reference to Source B, aspects which discuss age do so in a descriptive manner and are not linked to 
methodological issues and therefore gains 0 marks as there is no application.

AO3 = 2/15 marks

Evaluation is minimal within this answer. As there is 1 advantage and 1 disadvantage both of which are undeveloped, this is credited 
middle of Level 1.

To improve this answer the points on empathy and comparisons need to be expanded on, for example by explaining difficulties 
gaining verstehen when using quantitative research methods. There was a lack of understanding of research methods as the answer 
confused structured and unstructured interviews. An accurate understanding of research methods needs to be achieved in order to 
answer this question. The answer also needed to focus more on evaluation skills and less on describing findings on age and ageism.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1  20 marks

Page 3 of 22Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 12/12 marks

This is a wide ranging and fully developed response. The response addresses a side range of areas of social life such as education, 
criminal behaviour, workplace and social mobility. The first two areas are supported by the use of two pieces of sociological 
evidence, workplace and social mobility are each supported by one piece of sociological evidence. All except the final paragraph are 
fully developed. 

AO2 = 8/8 marks

There is an excellent ability to apply knowledge to the question set with explicit and consistent reference made to achieving a 
secure and well-paid job. Each piece of evidence is clearly and explicitly applied.

Exemplar 2  10 marks

Page 10 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 7/12 marks

The first two paragraphs of this response define social class rather than explaining how it can affect chances of achieving a secure 
and well-paid job and are therefore only of marginal relevance to the requirements of the question. The paragraph on education 
supported by Douglas is relevant and accurate but not fully developed. The second relevant idea is on the welfare state and 
supported by Murray, this is a fully developed idea. The response has some range and some depth and therefore achieves bottom of 
Level 3.

AO2 = 3/8 marks

The response has implicit reference to the question in the paragraph on education referring to the world of work, and explicit 
application in the paragraph on the welfare state when the candidate refers to the ‘struggle to hold down a job’. 

To improve this answer, there needs to be a greater range of material which is explicitly related to the question of social class 
background affecting chances of achieving a secure and well-paid job. Responses do not need to describe in detail concepts used in 
the question or to contrast ideas through offering alternatives such as that of meritocracy. 

Exemplar 3  8 marks

Page 6 of 14Print Script

Page 7 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 4/12 marks

There is one clear point on social mobility supported by theory and concepts, this is a developed idea, as social mobility is continued 
into the second paragraph which fully develops it. Although the answer is very narrow, it is fully developed and accurate with the 
use of sociological evidence which puts this in the bottom of Level 2.

AO2 = 2/8 marks

In terms of AO2, the evidence is explicitly applied to the question in the second paragraph.

To improve this answer, there needs to be a greater range of ideas for example, the effect of poverty on children’s opportunities, the 
impact of cultural capital and material deprivation on life chances. For AO2, again, there needed to be a greater range of material 
explicitly relevant to the question in order to achieve higher marks.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1  36 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1 – 12/16 marks

Knowledge and understanding is demonstrated from a range of material with depth. There are 3 clear ideas (host-immigrant 
model, labour market and Parsons), all 3 ideas are supported with sociological evidence and fully developed. The third paragraph 
about subordination in the labour market is juxtaposed and not explicitly relevant to the specifics of the question which is why this 
achieved top of Level 3.

AO2 = 8/8 marks

Material in the answer is explicitly and consistently related to the question. Ideas in both AO1 and AO3 are explicitly applied, the 
candidate refers back to the question in all paragraphs for example in the final evaluation the response states ‘this all suggests that 
regardless of efforts to assimilate into society, ethnic minority groups as a whole will always be stereotyped negatively’.

AO3 = 16/16 marks

The response has a reflective tone throughout, evaluation and analysis is wide ranging, explicit and fully developed. The wide range 
of ideas are supported by relevant and accurate sociological evidence. There is also a relevant conclusion summarising the views 
discussed.

To improve AO1, the response needed to be wide ranging, an additional explicit idea needed to be discussed, for example racialised 
class fractions or the dual labour market.

Exemplar 2  24 marks

Page 12 of 18Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 10/16 marks

This is a good answer achieving Level 3 for this assessment objective. The response has 2 fully developed and relevant ideas (host-
immigrant model and functionalism), both ideas are supported by a range of sociological evidence. The answer demonstrates depth 
without range which is why this was credited Level 3.

AO2 = 5/8 marks

All points are relevant to the question, in AO1 the host-immigrant model is explicitly applied to the specifics of the question. In AO3, 
both evaluation points are explicitly applied a number of times to the question. 

AO3 = 9/16 marks

The first evaluative point on neo-Marxism is fully developed and accurate. The second on racism and prejudice has some 
inaccuracies about Chinese women and is therefore under-developed. As there is some range and some depth the answer just 
moves into Level 3.

To improve this answer, there needed to be a wider range of ideas discussed in both AO1 and AO3 to move into Level 4. For AO2, 
the answer needed a greater range of ideas explicitly linked to the question, the paragraph on functionalism also needed to be 
linked in greater depth to the idea of failure to assimilate results in ethnic inequalities. 

Exemplar 3  10 marks

Page 10 of 14Print Script

Page 11 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
AO1 = 2/16 marks

The response has one very assertive idea stating that ‘ethnic groups tend to stick together’. This demonstrates a limited knowledge 
and understanding of the view and is indicative of a low Level 1 response.

AO2 = 3/8 marks

All ideas are relevant to the question; there is one piece of explicit application in the evaluation on capitalism, which is why this 
answer achieved bottom of Level 2.

AO3 = 5/16 marks

The response has four pieces of evaluation, all are either under-developed or undeveloped. There is also a lack of supporting 
evidence. The answer is bottom of Level 2 as there is only a basic ability to evaluate and analyse the view.

To improve this answer, there needs to be a greater use of sociological evidence both for and against the view. It is often assertive 
and lacks development, sociological evidence and explicit links to the question would enable this answer to achieve higher marks.
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