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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q1 Total : 27 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 3 marks.  The examiner credited marks for stating that G-d created the world and that the act of creation 
reflects G-d’s omnipotence.  The candidate also knew that the account is to be found in Genesis.  The candidate included other 
points that would have been creditable.

Question 1(b)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 2 marks. The examiner credited marks for stating that Jews worship only one god and should not take 
G-d’s name in vain.  It was felt that the third point regarding obedience to G-d was insufficiently clear and distinct and was therefore 
not credited.
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 3 marks.  The candidate had clearly learnt salient passages of the prayer.  They were credited for reference 
to monotheism, the tefillin and the mezuzah.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response was credited 6 marks.  The part d questions do not require any evaluation and so the AO2 assessment is based 
on analysis.  This candidate rooted the festival of Sukkot in the Torah.  They understood that this enhances the significance of 
the traditions and they differentiate, partly successfully, between Orthodox and Progressive Judaism.  They also understand the 
important theme of reliance on G-d.

Question 1(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response was viewed as a good answer and was credited 13 marks. Full marks were credited for AO1.  In the main, the part 
e questions require the candidate to analyse and evaluate the stimulus.  In doing so, they are also expected to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of the subject under discussion.  In this case, there was clear knowledge and understanding of the 
covenant and what it entails.  This candidate has made a clear reference to a source of authority in that they have cited the example 
of Shabbat and the traditions associated with it. In the answer, the covenant is clearly rooted in the mitzvot and a Jew’s relationship 
with G-d. They have differentiated between the Orthodox and Progressive interpretations.  The candidate has addressed the 
question and provided a personal viewpoint. They have considered the covenant as necessary guidance for the Jewish people and 
they have differentiated between interior and exterior observance.  In addition, the candidate questions whether the covenant is 
compatible with modern life.  Full marks were credited for SPAG.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q1 Total : 16 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 3 marks.  The candidate has stated that G-d created the Earth and He created all living things, including 
humankind.  They included some clear development on how G-d created people in the Genesis account.

Question 1(b)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 1 mark.  The candidate has made clear reference to the obligation to observe Shabbat.  The other 
examples provided are ethical mitzvot and so were not credited.  Many candidates failed to differentiate accurately between the two 
kinds of mitzvot.
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Question 1(c)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was not credited any marks.  Whilst the candidate was able to identify teachings about the nature of G-d, the examiner 
felt that these did not clearly relate to the teachings of the Shema. 

Question 1(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This response was only credited 2 marks, one each for AO1 and AO2.  The candidate made a connection between Sukkot and 
the High Holy Days and they recognised the family nature of the festival.  That said, they were unable to show any knowledge or 
understanding of what Jews do during Sukkot and why they do it.  There is no depth of analysis or awareness of how the traditions 
might impact on the individual or community.
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Question 1(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response was classed as an adequate answer and was credited 10 marks.  Full marks were credited for AO1 and 7 marks for 
AO2.  It was felt that there were aspects of the response that were under developed.  The candidate connects the covenant to the 
mitzvot, using the food laws as an example.  They contrast how these demands may be complicated but also how they may provide 
a structure to life.  They allude to ‘Love your neighbour’ but do not develop the point adequately.  There is some understanding of 
the impact of the covenant on the life of the Jewish people and an attempt to pass judgement.  Little account is taken of the sacred 
nature of the text, although some reference is made to the variety of interpretation to be found within different Jewish groups. 3 
marks were credited for SPAG.
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Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q1 Total : 7 marks
Question 1(a)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
1 mark was credited for stating that G-d created everything.  The reference to Christian teaching was obviously not credited.

Question 1(b)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
1 mark was credited for the reference to circumcision.  The allusions to the Shema and Sukkot were insufficiently clear to have been 
credited.
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Question 1(c)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
No marks were credited for the response on the Shema.  The candidate has identified some beliefs about G-d’s nature but, once 
again, not linked these clearly to ideas in the prayer.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
1 mark was credited for this question.  The mark was achieved for AO1, for the candidate recognising that Sukkot is linked to the 
origins of the Jews. The reference to the Star of David was obviously not credited.  The candidate did not take account of the varying 
nature of the community or the impact that Sukkot might have.  This was a limited response and there was no analysis worthy of 
credit.
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Question 1(e)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
4 marks were credited for this response, 1 mark for AO1 and 3 for AO2.  It was deemed a weak response and as demonstrating 
limited knowledge and understanding of the covenant.  It is not really clear that the candidate knows what the covenant is.  They 
have briefly alluded to some of the implications of a covenantal relationship but these have not been developed.  There is no clear 
awareness of different perspectives on the stimulus.  Critical analysis and informed reasoned judgement is minimal.  The conclusion 
is confused and barely evident.  The candidate did achieve 3 marks for SPAG, however.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q2 Total : 28 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 3 marks.  The candidate was able to identify the ark, the Torah Scrolls and the bimah.

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 3 marks.  The candidate was able to identify the seder plate, the charoset and the lamb shank bone.  
These were all considered valid traditions associated with Pesach.
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Question 2(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 3 marks.  The candidate refers to pikuach nefesh with some development.  They state that sanctity of life 
means that life is viewed as sacred.  They have provided an excellent quotation from the Talmud which is also worthy of credit.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
This responses was credited 6 marks.  2 marks were credited for AO1 and 2 for AO2. The part d questions do not require any 
evaluation and so the AO2 assessment is based on analysis.  This response was considered to be good, though there is an over 
emphasis on the Promised Land in the Messianic Age.  That said, the candidate clearly understands its importance and has selected 
appropriate material.  They have referred to Biblical teachings and linked the land to the covenant with Abraham in the Torah.  Clear 
reference is made to the Promised Land as a sanctuary in time of persecution.

Question 2(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response was credited 13 marks.  Full marks were credited for AO1 and 10 for AO2. The candidate has made excellent use 
of sources of authority and has quoted some key texts accurately and then added some analysis.  They have linked marriage 
to the need to have descendants and have discussed a single life as being one ‘without joy’.  They have provided an interesting 
interpretation of a Progressive attitude towards marriage and have also introduced a more secular perspective.  In the process, the 
candidate has selected some appropriate materials and discussed different viewpoints.  They have clearly considered the impact on 
individuals and the Jewish community.  That said, there might have been greater breadth in their answer, considering Judaism as a 
non-proselytising religion, the significance of the marriage ceremony and the impact on same sex relationships, for example.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q2 Total : 12 marks
Question 2(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 2 marks.  These were credited for reference to the Sefer Torah and the women’s gallery.  The description 
of the candle was deemed to lack sufficient clarity.

Question 2(b)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 0 marks.  It was felt that there were no creditable points made and that the candidate was possibly 
confused with Yom Kippur.
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Question 2(c)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was also credited zero marks.  The candidate appears to be unaware of the meaning of ‘Sanctity of Life’.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This response was credited 3 marks, 2 for AO1 and 1 for AO2.  The candidate has a limited knowledge and understanding of the 
significance of the Promised Land for Jews.  They have identified that the land was given to them by G-d and that it should be a 
place of freedom.  They have made no connection to the modern State of Israel and they have not mentioned the covenant, the 
Temple or any of the Biblical stories that might give it significance.  There was very little analysis to credit and the candidate makes 
little reference to the impact on the individual or community.
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response was credited 7 marks, 2 for AO1 and 5 for AO2.  The answer seems to indicate some confusion with the Christian 
tradition in that it refers to sacraments and notions of spiritual purity through celibacy.  It does, however, make use of some 
important teachings from Genesis and briefly discusses the need to have children.  There is some personal reflection on the stimulus.  
To achieve a higher mark, the candidate needed to take more account, through reasoned argument, of the different perspectives 
from within the community and beyond.  Consideration should have been given to the impact of marriage on the life of the 
individual and community.
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Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q2 Total : 6 marks
Question 2(a)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
1 mark was credited for this question and this was for the Star of David.  No marks were credited for references to statues or the 
Shema.

Question 2(b)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
No marks were credited for this question.  It appears to be both confused and incomplete.
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Question 2(c)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
No marks were credited for this response.  It would appear that the candidate has confused the concepts of ‘sanctity’ and ‘sanctuary’.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
1 mark was credited for this response for AO1.  This mark was credited for the linking of the Promised Land to a peaceful existence 
for Jews.  The answer is, however, very confused and seems to imply that the Promised Land is synonymous with the afterlife.  
No connection is made to the existence of the State of Israel and how it impacts the life of the Jewish people.  This is a weak 
demonstration of knowledge and understanding with only a very small amount of relevant information selected.  There was no 
creditable analysis in the response.
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
4 marks were credited for this question, 1 for AO1 and 3 for AO2.  This is clearly a weak response with very little argument and 
development.  It is simplistic and descriptive in that it refers to the importance of love and staying together but fails to discuss 
whether marriage should be considered compulsory.  It does identify that marriage is important for continuing the faith but does 
not build on this assertion.  There is no clear use of sources of authority or sacred writings.  The candidate does not clearly consider 
different viewpoints from within the Jewish community or beyond.
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