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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q1 Total : 29 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The a part questions assess AO1 only and are points marked, which means 1 mark is given for each relevant point. This question 
asks for three separate things to be named, so development and/or exemplification cannot be credited. This candidate has correctly 
recognised that the question is not about the tri murti but about their heavenly realms - the standardisation process determined 
that a response which simply named the deities was not an answer to the question asked, some recognition that the question asked 
about heavenly realms had to be present to gain the marks. This candidate has achieved this with the technical Sanskrit term ‘loka’. 
Each correctly named realm gains a mark and so this candidate achieves all three of the available marks.

Question 1(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The b part questions assess AO1 only and are points marked. With this question, which asks candidates to ‘outline’ a concept 
credit can be given for correct points, development and/or exemplification. The first sentence of this response connects darshan 
with sight/vision (1 mark) this is then developed with the reference to murti/deity looking into the worshipper (1 mark) while the 
worshipper looks into the eyes of the deity (1 mark). The candidate gains all three available marks.
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The c part questions assess AO1 only and are points marked, which means 1 mark is given for each relevant point. This question asks 
for three separate things to be named, so development and/or exemplification cannot be credited. This candidate has given three 
correct moral duties. Both Sanskrit terms and English translations are given, but either of these alone would have gained the marks.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 2 marks
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Question 1(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 11 marks

Examiner commentary
The d part questions assess both AO1 and AO2 with greater weighting given to AO1. This response gains all the available marks for 
both AO1 and AO2. It demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding of different ways of understanding the impact of karma 
within samsara and the candidate has clearly selected and applied their knowledge to the specific question asked.
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Examiner commentary
The e part questions assess both AO1 and AO2 with greater weighting given to AO1. This response demonstrates the high level of 
knowledge and the ability to select and apply it that this candidate has shown in previous questions. It is also reflective throughout 
- rather than a selection of different perspectives with points of justification (the most common approach to these questions) this 
response moves through a critical process. It begins with a summary of the core concept of the question and observes that there are 
at least four margas. However, rather than moving from that observation to simply reject the stimulus the candidate poses a second 
question - if there are lots of paths how does one know which to take? This gives them a focus for critical reflection as they explain 
each of the paths. It could also risk taking the candidate away from answering the specific question they have been asked, but 
this candidate avoids that pitfall by moving from describing the paths to considering attitudes to choice in this context with their 
sections on Advaita and Dvaita. These are broadly correct perspectives found within Hinduism and so make creditable contributions 
to the overall discussion, even though their connection to the specific schools cited may not be as clear-cut as presented here.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q1 Total : 21 marks
Question 1(a)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
The standardisation process determined that a response which simply named the deities was not an answer to the question asked, 
some recognition that the question asked about heavenly realms had to be present to gain the marks - points marking requires 
clear principles to be established on this kind of issue to ensure consistency and these principles usually rest on the relationship of 
the response to the specific question that has been asked. This candidate made the common error of naming the deities of the tri 
murti with their associated spheres of activity, rather than connecting those names with the idea of heavenly realms specified in the 
question. The response therefore does not answer the question asked, as it indicates a lack of understanding of the term ‘heavenly 
realms’.

Question 1(b)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate mis-identifies darshan as the ringing of a bell, but if this incorrect material is ignored (as required by positive marking) 
there is a correct reference to looking into the eyes of a murti (1 mark) in order to connect with the deity inside it (1 mark).
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response offers three correct Sanskrit terms, each worth a mark.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response gains all the available marks for both AO1 and AO2. It demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding of 
different ways of understanding the impact of karma within samsara and the candidate has clearly selected and applied their 
knowledge to the specific question asked.
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Question 1(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response begins with the candidate’s summary of their own perspective which is reflective and thoughtful but which also 
shows a limited understanding of the relationship between karma and moksha. This is exacerbated by the next section which 
references nishkam and sakam karma - if the candidate fully understood these two concepts then they would also recognise that 
their initial statement about good karma being required to achieve moksha is substantially incorrect. However, there is sufficient 
understanding of Hindu specific concepts to enable the AO1 mark to achieve the top level. 

Discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for these questions to achieve well for AO2. Offering a range of views without 
further comment does constitute a limited degree of discussion and that is what is present in this response, allowing it to achieve 
the bottom of Level 3. The response is simply a list of viewpoints with justification however, with the discursive element present only 
in their juxtaposition as different perspectives on the stimulus and this limits the available AO2 marks.



Exemplar Candidate Work

13

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q1 Total : 12 marks
Question 1(a)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate does not appear to be familiar with the concept identified in the question and has given no correct responses.

Question 1(b)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This question has not been attempted and so can gain no marks.

Question 1(c)

 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is slightly peripheral to the question, explaining what moral duties are and why a Hindu might perform them. In the 
middle however two such duties are correctly identified - ahimsa and helping people in need. These are each worth a mark while 
the irrelevant material is ignored.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response shows a correct, if basic, understanding of karma as connected to good and bad behaviour and events and as 
informing rebirth within samsara. It includes the common misunderstanding that enough good karma results in moksha but, even 
with this limitation, the material they have used is sufficiently explanatory in relation to the question to constitute successful analysis 
of the issue and therefore the AO2 mark is in Level 2.

Question 1(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 4 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
This response correctly names two schools of Hindu thought and identifies a difference in their understanding of moksha, which is 
not quite where the question is focussed but offers a broadly relevant introduction to the issue in the stimulus. The candidate also 
distinguishes jnana (although the name is given wrongly) from bhakti and observes that there are more paths than these available. 
The knowledge selected and applied is broadly relevant and mainly correct. AO2 is more limited however, the response consists of 
a list of different statements about what some Hindus might consider the best way to moksha with no real support or justification 
given for these views and no discursive engagement at all. The inclusion of more than one view is enough to place the response at 
the bottom of Level 2 but the lack of any further development means it cannot go higher.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q2 Total : 30 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The a part questions assess AO1 only and are points marked, which means 1 mark is given for each relevant point. This question 
asks for three separate things to be named, so development and/or exemplification cannot be credited. Three correct responses are 
given in this example and so the candidate gains all three available marks. 

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The b part questions assess AO1 only and are points marked. With this question, which asks candidates to ‘outline’ a concept credit 
can be given for correct points, development and/or exemplification. This candidate has identified the immersion of murti as a 
custom of the festival (1 mark) and offered a developed description for the additional two marks, including a specific mantra and the 
meaning of that in the context of the festival.
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Question 2(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The c part questions assess AO1 only and are points marked, which means 1 mark is given for each relevant point. This question asks 
for the connection between two things to be outlined, so a response which describes only one of them cannot gain all three marks. 
In the interests of positive marking a correct definition of each of the two terms should gain a mark. This candidate has correctly 
associated purusha with the non-physical (1 mark) and prakriti with physical matter (1 mark) and then connected them with the 
observation that their entanglement causes movement/change (1 mark) the response continues beyond that point, and it does so 
correctly but also unnecessarily as the response already has all three available marks.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
The d part questions assess both AO1 and AO2 with greater weighting given to AO1. This response gains all the available marks for 
both AO1 and AO2. The candidate has good knowledge of different forms of Hindu worship which they have been able to apply to 
the specific question they were asked.

Question 2(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The e part questions assess both AO1 and AO2 with greater weighting given to AO1. This response gains all the available marks for 
both AO1 and AO2. The candidate has structured their response differently to their previous e part answer, demonstrating that they 
have read and considered the question and how best to tackle it rather than using an all-purpose writing frame. In this example the 
candidate has again begun with a summary of the key knowledge contained in the question - the nature of Ganesh Chaturthi. But, 
following that they have moved from viewpoint to viewpoint, offering both justification and some critical reflection on that point 
- for example, the first view agrees with the statement on the basis that there is no scriptural origin but, rather than stopping with 
that justification and moving on to another view, the candidate equates scriptural origin with spiritual importance and considered 
whether this kind of value is present in popular celebratory activities. In this way the point moves from a justified viewpoint to an 
analytic/evaluative consideration of that viewpoint and the response continues in this vein throughout.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q2 Total : 19 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response gives three correct forms of Hindu worship, each of which is worth a mark.

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response begins with a description of the deity being celebrated during Ganesh Chaturthi, which is irrelevant to the question 
asked and therefore gains no marks by itself. However, the second part of the response identifies a custom, as required by the 
question, in the form of immersion of murti (1 mark). These murti are then explicitly connected to Ganesh (and so to their earlier 
description) which allows for two marks to be given for development. The candidate appears to have confused two different 
terms for the temporary shrines on which these murti are displayed, combining pandal and mandate to make ‘mandpal’, this is 
insufficiently clear to be worth a mark, particularly since it is offered as a synonym for murti, but positive marking requires such errors 
be ignored and marks given for what is correct and relevant.
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Question 2(c)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate is clearly unsure of what either term means and has given no correct or relevant material, so the response cannot 
gain any of the available marks.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding of different forms of Hindu worship. The candidate has clearly 
selected and applied their knowledge to the specific question asked.
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 5 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

24

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
This response is more concerned with describing Durga Puja and Holi than it is with considering the importance of Ganesh 
Chaturthi. The candidate has good knowledge of these other festivals and, since their central argument is that there are other 
important festivals within Hinduism, this material is not wholly irrelevant. It is not really applied to the question however, and it 
also becomes clear later in the response that knowledge and understanding of the festival named in the question is more limited. 
Therefore, this response only gained two of the available marks for AO1.

Discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for these questions to achieve well for AO2 and these elements are not really 
present in this response since it consists primarily of description of different festivals. These descriptions are not viewpoints on the 
stimulus, and they are not discursive. The AO2 element is limited to the initial observation about other important festivals, with the 
next three paragraphs being justification (broadly understood) for that view, and the concluding paragraph which argues that all 
festivals have the same core theme and that judgement on the stimulus is more to do with personal perspectives than anything 
else. Neither of these perspectives is really justified but they do ensure that more than one viewpoint is given which allows the 
response to be placed in Level 2 for AO2.
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Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q2 Total : 6 marks
Question 2(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response gains 2 of the 3 marks available - 1 for pilgrimage and 1 for prayer. Examples of specific activities (such as plunging into 
the river Ganges) were not considered to answer a question about categories or types of worship and the ‘paying respects to God’ 
reference is insufficiently differentiated from prayer to be considered a separate, creditable point.

Question 2(b)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
While an attempt has been made to answer the question there is no creditable material included - the recognition that Ganesh 
Chaturthi is a festival is peripheral to answering a question about customs, and lighting candles is a generic religious activity with no 
particular association with that festival.

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
No attempt to answer this question has been made, so no marks were available for the candidate.

Question 2(c)
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Question 2(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a very limited attempt at a ‘common sense’ answer to the question. The impression it gives is that the candidate either does 
not fully understand the question or that they do not have any Hindu specific knowledge to apply to answering it. The response 
amounts a statement that murtis might not be needed because Hindus can worship in different ways, some of which are personal. 
This cannot be said to be incorrect, so some credit must be given; since it is vague and very generalised it cannot be considered 
better than a lower ability response, for one AO1 mark. With regard to AO2 there is no explanatory or analytic material present and 
so no marks were given for AO2.

Question 2(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This is a very brief response for a 15 mark question. In it the candidate demonstrates some knowledge of the deity being celebrated 
via Ganesh Chaturthi and the importance this deity might have for some Hindus. The knowledge is sufficient to be considered 
adequate but underdeveloped, since there is enough here to build a discussion upon. However, there is no real attempt at 
discussion and no explicit attempt to address the stimulus.
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