
J625
For first teaching in 2016

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

J625/06 Summer 2018 
examination series
Version 1

Qualification
Accredited

www.ocr.org.uk/religiousstudies

GCSE (9-1)

Exemplar Candidate Work

http://www.ocr.org.uk/religiousstudies


Exemplar Candidate Work

2

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2019

Contents
Introduction     3

Candidate 1 – Higher Level Response

 Question 1(a)    4

 Question 1(b)    4

 Question 1(c)    5

 Question 1(d)    7

Candidate 2 – Medium Level Response

 Question 1(a)    9

 Question 1(b)    9

 Question 1(c)    10

 Question 1(d)    11

Candidate 1 – Higher Level Response

 Question 2(a)    14

 Question 2(b)    14

 Question 2(c)    15

 Question 2(d)    17

Candidate 2 – Medium Level Response

 Question 2(a)    19

 Question 2(b)    19

 Question 2(c)    20

 Question 2(d)    21

Candidate 1 – Higher Level Response

 Question 3(a)    23

 Question 3(b)    23

 Question 3(c)    24

 Question 3(d)    25

Candidate 2 – Medium Level Response

 Question 3(a)    27

 Question 3(b)    27

 Question 3(c)    28

 Question 3(d)    29

Candidate 1 – Higher Level Response

 Question 4(a)    31

 Question 4(b)    31

 Question 4(c)    32

 Question 4(d)    33

Candidate 2 – Medium Level Response

 Question 4(a)    35

 Question 4(b)    35

 Question 4(c)    36

 Question 4(d)    37



Exemplar Candidate Work

3

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2019

Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q1 Total : 30 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers are possible to gain a mark 
or simple bullet points made. A mark is given for each separate purpose offered in the response. The focus was upon Christian 
marriages.

In this script three valid responses about the purpose of marriage are offered i.e. to have children first mark, to have a blessing for 
companionship and comfort second mark and the place for sexual relationship third mark.

Question 1(b)

 AO1 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
Candidates are required to describe more than one attitude towards divorce. The attitudes have to be different, which does not 
mean the same as opposite and they have to be explicitly Christian attitudes. An attitude is the way a person views something or 
tends to behave towards something, often in an evaluative way.

Assessment Objectives (AO) and Levels of Response (LoR)

This question assesses only AO1. There are up to 3 levels of response attainable. For details of the levels please see the mark scheme. 
When an assessor applies the levels of response (LoR) they are expected to read the whole response and start at the highest level 
and work down until one reaches the level that matches the answer. Assessors look at the strap line for each level e.g. Level 3 ‘a 
good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question’ and make a judgement about which level they 
think the response best fits. There are different bullet points within each level. These are used to confirm whether the response is 
being placed in the right level and/or whether at the top or bottom of the level. It is not a requirement that every bullet point is 
evidenced to secure a level. Rather it is best fits on the basis of a combination of the bullet points and the top strap line.

In knowledge and understanding questions such as Q1b candidates can provide either breadth or depth of knowledge and 
understanding to secure the marks.  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme.

In this script, the response is well developed and demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the question. The candidate 
recognises the general belief by Christians towards divorce that it is not welcomed but that denominations have different attitudes 
towards divorce. The details of the Roman Catholic and Church of England attitudes towards divorce are accurate and examples are 
offered to show these different attitudes towards divorce. Both denominations do not approve of divorce but they have different 
ways of handling divorce. The candidate knows of relevant names of the denominations (which are acceptable sources of wisdom 
and authority) demonstrates different viewpoints and shows understanding of the issues around divorce and how they influence 
Christian attitudes. Therefore it is was awarded Level 3/6 marks.

Question 1(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 4/4 marks
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Examiner commentary
These are new types of questions this year in which both assessment objectives are being assessed in the same question. They 
are assessed independently of one another. There are maximum 2 marks for knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs 
demonstrated in the answer and maximum 4 marks for skill of analysis and evaluation, including the influence and significance of 
various aspects of religion. Once again there are different levels of response but the process of awarding the levels is the same as 
above. (See Q1b) For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme.

This question has an additional rubric requirement. There is a requirement for candidates to show sources of wisdom and authority 
in their response to gain marks for AO1.  For details about what counts as sources of wisdom and authority please see the ‘Report 
To Centres’ produced by the lead marker. If there were no clear references to sources of wisdom and authority then 0 marks are 
awarded for AO1. This is because it is a Subject Level requirement. Tangential references to sources of Wisdom and Authority could 
be creditable. However it is still possible to get up to full marks for AO2, depending upon the details provided in the response.

For AO2 many of the bullet points in the LoR do not apply to these 6 mark questions. The main judgement is made largely around 
the second bullet point which focuses on analysis and/or evaluation of the influence or significance of something to Christians.

In this question the assessor is looking for examples of teachings (sources of wisdom and authority) which are being used to explain 
how they influence roles of men and women in families. This could be about the past or present families. There are three parts to the 
question which have to be brought together in the response. How well they do this is part of assessing AO2.

AO1 In this script the candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the question shown by the selection of 
relevant biblical quotes from Ephesians and Genesis, traditional and modern views by Christians, Roman Catholic complimentary 
approach and Anglican view, all related to the roles of men and women in families. The additional rubric requirement is fulfilled. 
Therefore it was awarded Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 Good analysis (deeper understanding) is evident as the candidate demonstrates how the teachings from the church and 
Bible have influenced the roles of men and women in families. Also the candidate stays focused upon roles of men and women in 
families. There is a good attempt to explain the influence and affect upon roles of both sexes in bringing up children which is woven 
throughout the response. They have kept focused upon the roles of men and women in families.  There is a clear link made between 
teachings and the roles of men and women throughout the response. Therefore this was awarded Level 4/4 marks.
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Question 1(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with all d type questions there is a statement, which candidates use as a stimulus, to discuss an area of the specification. There are 
also rubric requirements. Candidates are expected to use knowledge and understanding from beliefs, teachings and practices within 
Christianity in this paper and to explain and evaluate points of view from a Christian perspective. This is very different from the old 
specification. There is no requirement for a personal or a non-Christian view.

Both Assessment Objectives are being assessed, though a greater proportion of marks are awarded for analysis and evaluation. In 
this question and Question 2 there are additional marks awarded for SPG. In Questions 3d and 4d marks for SPG are already built into 
the levels of response. 

Each AO is assessed separately and the application of LoR is the same as above.(See Q1b)  For details of the levels of response (LoR) 
for this question see the mark scheme. 

Under exam conditions candidates are limited by time and pressure. This is taken into account when assessing these questions. 
Marking an exam response is different to marking a piece of work done in the classroom or for homework. A ‘good’ response to a 
question does not mean the best. One is considering what an average 16 year old can produce in the limited time and then use the 
LoR to place the candidates in the right rank order, using the full range of marks available to assessors.

The focus of the statement is upon equality between the sexes. Candidates need to address the issue that there can never be 
equality between the sexes. The question is broader than just about equality between men and women in families. Other equality 
issues around gender, work place inequalities, denominational inequalities, changes in the law as well as different interpretations of 
biblical passages could be developed resulting in a broad discussion around equality from Christian perspectives.

AO1  In this response there is a good demonstration of knowledge and understanding appropriate to the statement. There 
is some repetition of knowledge used in Q1c but it is used appropriately. References to biblical quotes, egalitarian views by 
Church of England and complimentary views by Roman Catholics, God’s purpose and plan for humanity, priesthood in different 
denominations are all relevant and considered good knowledge. Therefore it was awarded Level 3/3 marks.

AO2  There are various points made, backed up with reasoning and quotes connected to equality. There is a Christian perspective 
throughout the response. It lacks a balanced conclusion or a judgment about the issue. It read as a series of arguments for and 
against equality of men and women without addressing the issue represented in the statement. Whilst the knowledge about why 
Christians believe all Christians are equal is good and detailed it is not linked sufficiently to the issue raised in the statement. The 
conclusion read as two sentences summarising what was said above but with no balance or evaluation as to which side of the 
argument Christians should go down. Therefore it was awarded Level 3/9 marks.

SPG The candidate’s response uses consistently rules of grammar, punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms are 
appropriate.  Marks are not deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under exam conditions. Therefore 3 marks are awarded.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q1 Total : 22 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers can be possible to gain a 
mark or simple bullet points made. A mark is given for each separate purpose offered in the response. The focus is upon Christian 
marriages.

In this script three valid responses about the purpose of marriage are offered i.e. to provide the right environment to raise children 
first mark, to have children second mark and to declare one’s love in front of God third mark.

Question 1(b)

 AO1 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
Candidates are required to describe more than one attitude towards divorce. The attitudes have to be different, which does not 
mean the same as opposite and they have to be explicitly Christian attitudes. An attitude is the way a person views something or 
tends to behave towards something, often in an evaluative way.

Assessment Objectives (AO) and Levels of Response (LoR)

This question assesses only AO1. There are up to 3 levels of response attainable. For details of the levels please see the mark scheme. 
When an examiner applies the levels of response (LoR) they are expected to read the whole response and start at the highest level 
and work down until one reaches the level that matches the answer. Examiners look at the strap line for each level e.g. Level 3 ‘a 
good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question’ and make a judgement about which level they 
think the response best fits. There are different bullet points within each level. These are used to confirm whether the response is 
being placed in the right level and/or whether at the top or bottom of the level. It is not a requirement that every bullet point is 
evidenced to secure a level. Rather it is best fits on the basis of a combination of the bullet points and the top strap line.

In knowledge and understanding questions such as Q1b candidates can provide either breadth or depth of knowledge and 
understanding to secure the marks.  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme.

AO1 In this script, the response sets out two different attitudes towards divorce, namely the Roman Catholic and Church of England 
views. There is a simplistic explanation as to why there are these differences using relevant religious knowledge from the Bible and 
Church of England teachings about circumstances when divorce is acceptable. This is an adequate response but under-developed. 
The explanations are superficial and lack detail. The second view is described in more detail compared to the first view. There is 
enough content to place this in the top of the level rather than the bottom of the level as there is evidence of  bullet points in level 2 
but not in enough depth to take it to the next level.. Therefore it was awarded Level 2/4 marks.

Question 1(c)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
These are new types of questions this year in which both assessment objectives are being assessed in the same question. They are 
assessed independently of one another. There are a maximum of 2 marks for knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs 
demonstrated in the answer and a maximum of 4 marks for skill of analysis and evaluation, including the influence and significance 
of various aspects of religion. Once again there are different levels of response but the process of awarding the levels is the same as 
above (see Q1b).  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme.

This question has an additional rubric requirement. There is a requirement for candidates to show sources of wisdom and authority 
in their response to gain marks for AO1.  For details about what counts as sources of wisdom and authority please see the ‘Report To 
Centres’ produced by the lead marker. If there are no clear references to sources of wisdom and authority then 0 marks are awarded 
for AO1. This is because it is a Subject Level requirement. Tangential references to sources of Wisdom and Authority could be 
creditable. However it was still possible to get up to full marks for AO2, depending upon the details provided in the response.

For AO2 many of the bullet points in the LoR do not apply to these 6 mark questions. The main judgement is made largely around 
the second bullet point which focuses upon analysis and/or evaluation of the influence or significance of something to Christians.

In this question the examiner is looking for examples of teachings (sources of wisdom and authority) which are being used to 
explain how they influence roles of men and women in families. This could be about the past or present families. There are three 
parts to the question which have to be brought together in the response. How well they do this is part of assessing AO2.

AO1 The candidate demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the question shown by references from both New 
Testament and Old Testament, thus fulfilling the additional rubric requirement of the question. There is limited religious knowledge 
evident. Therefore it was awarded level 1/ 1marks.

AO2 This is a limited attempt to respond to the question. The candidate presents two sources of wisdom and authority simply and 
accurately applies them to the roles of men and women in families. It tends to focus mainly upon the relationship between men and 
women in families.  There are two different views with a small amount of development. This fits in with the first bullet point in level 
2. The candidate has made the link between the parts of the question but it is limited analysis. Therefore this was awarded Level 2/2 
marks.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with all d type questions there is a statement, which candidates use as a stimulus, to discuss an area of the specification. There are 
also rubric requirements. Candidates are expected to use knowledge and understanding from beliefs, teachings and practices within 
Christianity in this paper and to explain and evaluate points of view from a Christian perspective. This is very different from the old 
specification. There is no requirement for a personal or a non-Christian view.

Both Assessment Objectives are being assessed, though a greater proportion of marks are awarded for analysis and evaluation. In 
this question and Question 2 there are additional marks awarded for SPG. In Questions 3d and 4d marks for SPG are already built into 
the levels of response. 

Each AO is assessed separately and the application of LoR is the same as above. For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this 
question see the mark scheme. 

Under exam conditions candidates are limited by time and pressure. This is taken into account when assessing these questions. 
Marking an exam response is different to marking a piece of work done in the classroom or for homework. A ‘good’ response to a 
question does not mean the best. One is considering what an average 16 year old can produce in the limited time and then use the 
LoR to place the candidates in the right rank order, using the full range of marks available to assessors.

The focus of the statement is upon equality between the sexes. Candidates need to address the issue that there can never be 
equality between the sexes. The question is broader than just about equality between men and women in families. Other equality 
issues around gender, work place inequalities, denominational inequalities, changes in the law as well as different interpretations of 
biblical passages could be developed resulting in a broad discussion around equality from Christian perspectives.

AO1 In this response there is a good demonstration of knowledge and understanding appropriate to the statement. There is some 
repetition of knowledge used in Q1c but it is used appropriately. References to several biblical quotes, views by Roman Catholics, 
views by Church of England, mankind made in God’s image, are all relevant and considered good knowledge. Therefore awarded 
Level 3/3 marks

AO2 There are different viewpoints made, backed up with some evidence of reasoning using quotes connected to equality. There 
are Christian perspectives throughout the response. The candidate has followed a classic approach to these type of questions, i.e. 
one view supporting the statement and one supported view against the statement, ending with a simple conclusion. There is some 
development of both views backed up with religious knowledge. The conclusion shows some evidence of judgment though it is 
quite weak. The response sits on the fence between top of level 2 and bottom end of level 3. The candidate also introduces a new 
view into in the discussion at the end without developing it further. Reference to liberal churches and the possibility of exploring 
how women in the ministry are viewed by Christians could have added to this response. But it stopped, just throwing this piece of 
knowledge in at the end of the response. In the spirit of positive marking it was awarded Level 3/7 marks.

SPG The candidate’s response used consistently rules of grammar, punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms were 
appropriate. Marks will not be deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under exam conditions. Therefore 3 marks were 
awarded.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q2 Total : 25 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Outline’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose. Candidates can choose any of the philosophical 
arguments for the existence of God. 

In this script the candidate provided an example with two statements of development ( and more).They got first mark for naming 
the teleological argument by William Paley, second mark for development about likening it to a watch and third mark for God being 
the designer, who is eternal, transcendent and omnipotent. 3 marks awarded.

Question 2(b)

 AO1 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an AO1 question. For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme. See above for details about 
application of levels or response. (See Q1b)

Candidates are asked to describe just one religious experience. This is to prevent candidates from writing too much in the time 
available. Many of the religious experiences are linked. There is a degree of academic judgement made by assessors as to whether 
the candidate is describing one or verging into several religious experiences.

AO1 In this script the candidate focuses upon ‘glossolalia or speaking in tongues’. They link the experience to the Pentecostal Church 
and back to biblical times in the early church. Sources of wisdom and authority are demonstrated. There is a good understanding of 
the question shown by the description and detail about glossolalia but there is not enough detail about its influence or effects upon 
Christians (3rd bullet point in level 3 LoR) so it was awarded at the bottom of the level. Therefore it was awarded Level 3/5 marks.

Question 2(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
For general comments made about these questions, where the AOs are combined see above in question1c. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question. 

This is a hard question as it is asking why there are different beliefs about God’s nature. The candidate needs to know about different 
beliefs about God’s nature and explain why there are differences not just what are the differences. There are three parts to this 
question i.e. knowledge about the nature of God different Christian beliefs about God’s nature and why there are different beliefs.  
These three parts have to be brought together in the response. How well they do this is part of assessing AO2.

For AO1 there is a very good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question. Reference to 
common and different understanding about God’s nature by different Christians is obvious. These include Orthodox, Unitarians 
(Christadelphians), and Protestant and Evangelical churches. Appropriate knowledge about God’s nature includes references to 
God’s omnipotence, being Creator and Sustainer, a Trinitarian God, all knowing, omni-benevolent, merciful and one-ness. References 
to sources of wisdom and authority included Jesus and John’s Gospel. This fulfils the additional rubric requirement. Therefore this 
was awarded Level 2/2marks.

AO2 The opening sentence gives a reason for differences due to different emphases about God’s nature by different denominations. 
The rest of the response develops the reason in detail. There is a depth and evidence of deeper understanding (analysis) evidenced 
by the very detailed knowledge used in the response. However the candidate does not explain explicitly why there are these 
different emphases and therefore it was deemed an adequate attempt but slightly under-developed. Also there is more than one 
reason for different beliefs about God’s nature. But the quality of detail in the response made it worthy of Level 3. This was awarded 
Level 3/3 marks.
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Question 2(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
See above (question 1d) for general comments made about these questions where the AOs are combined. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question.

Candidates need to address the issue about how a God that allows suffering be a good God. It is not a question about the existence 
of God, as some interpreted the statement. It is a popular line of argument by many people outside the faith but candidates have to 
remember that these issues have to be discussed from a Christian perspective. 

AO1 There is a good understanding of the stimulus demonstrated by appropriate selection of religious knowledge. This includes 
reference to the Bible, evil and suffering, the Fall, sin and Genesis story, Augustinian theodicy and Irenaean Theodicy, faith and 
salvation. All of which are appropriate and developed into the discussion. Therefore the candidate was awarded Level 3/3 marks.

AO2  This is judged as an adequate attempt to respond to the stimulus. From the start the candidate unpicks and explains the issue, 
referring to Mackie’s Inconsistent Triad and biblical evidence about a good, all powerful and all knowing God. The candidate argues 
whether God allows suffering or whether it is man’s fault there is suffering. Various Christian views are expressed and explored in 
detail such as is it humans that have brought evil and suffering onto the world,  or that God allows evil and suffering as a test or iis 
suffering for humans to show faith in Him? There is a conclusion which is limited and lacks balance based upon what has been said 
beforehand. Also the issue about whether human suffering means that there cannot be a good God that exists is not addressed fully. 
There is no evidence of a judgment on the issue. There is a good range of viewpoints with evidence of discussion and reason but 
not linked to the statement always. It was awarded Level 3/9 marks.  

SPG The candidate’s response uses consistent rules of grammar, punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms are 
appropriate.  Marks are not deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under exam conditions. Therefore 3 marks are awarded.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q2 Total : 24 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Outline’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose. Candidates can choose any of the philosophical 
arguments for the existence of God. 

In this script the candidate provides an example of a philosophical argument with two detailed statements of development. They 
got first mark for naming the teleological argument, second mark for development about likening the complexity of the world or 
human brain to a watch and third mark for stating that only someone like God could have made these complex structures. 3 marks 
awarded.

Question 2(b)

 AO1 6 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

20

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
This is an AO1 question. For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme. See above for details about 
application of levels or response.

Candidates are asked to describe just one religious experience. This is to prevent candidates from writing too much in the time 
available. Many of the religious experiences are linked. There is a degree of academic judgement made by assessors as to whether 
the candidate is describing one experience or verging into several religious experiences.

AO1 In this script the candidate focused upon ‘glossolalia or speaking in tongues’. They link the experience back to biblical times 
in the early church. Details of religious knowledge around the difficulty of understanding Christians who speak in tongues is 
developed. The response shows some connection to the question but it lacks development and further detail. It just creeps into 
the bottom of level 2 as the knowledge is relevant showing some understanding of the question by the candidate. Therefore it was 
awarded Level 2/3 marks.

Question 2(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
For general comments made about these questions, where the AOs are combined see above in question1c. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question. 

This is a hard question as it is asking why there are different beliefs about God’s nature. The candidate needs to know about different 
beliefs about God’s nature and explain why there are differences not just what are the differences. There are three parts to this 
question i.e. knowledge about the nature of God different Christian beliefs about God’s nature and why there are different beliefs.  
These three parts have to be brought together in the response. How well they do this is part of assessing AO2.

For AO1 there is sufficient demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question to make it a good 
response. Reference to evil and suffering in the world, all-loving God, a test, heaven, Roman Catholics, literalists, Trinity is appropriate 
knowledge religious knowledge for this question. Sources of wisdom and authority are evident tangentially by the reference to 
Roman Catholics and biblical literalists. It satisfies the additional rubric requirement. Therefore this was awarded Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 Two different reasons are given in response to this question namely the existence of evil and denominational differences about 
a Trinitarian God. This hits the first bullet point in level 2. Both views show limited analysis. The candidate has recognised the three 
parts to the question but it uses limited detail to explain and unpick the reasons given. The ‘why’ part of the question is implied 
rather than made explicit. This was awarded Level 2/2 marks.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
See above (question 1d) for general comments made about these questions where the AOs are combined. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question.

Candidates need to address the issue about how a God that allows suffering be a good God. It is not a question about the existence 
of God, as some interpreted the statement. It is a popular line of argument by many people outside the faith but candidates have to 
remember that these issues have to be discussed from a Christian perspective. 

AO1 There is a good understanding of the stimulus demonstrated by appropriate selection of religious knowledge and applied 
accurately. This includes reference to the Devil, Job, punishment, God being all knowing, all loving and all powerful, Adam and Eve, 
original sin, Jesus death on the cross and overcoming sin. All of which are appropriate and developed into the discussion. Therefore 
the candidate was awarded Level 3/3 marks.

AO2 This is judged as an adequate attempt to respond to the stimulus. In this script the candidate provides two different views with 
reasoned arguments as how a good God can allow suffering and still be a good God. The candidate has evaluated the strength of 
the argument as they have gone along. That is acceptable. It does not always have to be done at the end in a balanced judgment in 
a conclusion. The candidate has stayed focused upon the statement keeping in mind this is about a good God and not a question 
about the existence of God. There is adequate analysis and different viewpoints with development. There is a judgment and mini 
conclusion to each viewpoint with an overview at the end, be it simplistic in nature. It was awarded Level 3/8 marks.  

SPG The candidate’s response uses consistently rules of grammar, punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms are 
appropriate.  Marks are not deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under exam conditions. Therefore 3 marks are awarded.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q3 Total : 29 marks
Question 3(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. It is acceptable to write short bullet point 
sentences to assess the response. A mark is given for each separate condition of a Just War. Candidates could phrase the condition in 
their own words. However it has to be one of the conditions and not an outcome of the condition.

In this script there are three valid responses. First mark is for saying the war had to be started by a right authority, second mark 
stating the war had to follow international laws on warfare, and third mark for stating after the war police and military have to be 
re-trained.

Question 3(b)

 AO1 6 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

24

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2019

Question 3(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This is an AO1 question. For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme. See above for details about 
application of levels or response.

The focus of this question is teachings from sources of wisdom and authority that can be summed up or outlined by the candidates 
that are connected to pacifism. Teachings can be from various sources such as sacred texts, theologians, creeds, or Church leaders.

AO1 In this response the candidate starts by describing what is meant by pacifism, noting that Christians have divergent views 
on pacifism. Absolute pacifists are described linked to different denominations (sources of wisdom and authority) to Jesus and his 
teachings. There are direct quotes used in the response which is good. Similarly conditional pacifists are described linked to Jesus 
and Old Testament teachings. Whilst the quote said to be given by Jesus about widow and fatherless has been wrongly attributed 
to Jesus it is a relevant quote. That error is ignored. This is a good demonstration of knowledge and understanding fulfilling all of the 
bullet points in level 3. Therefore it was awarded Level 3/6 marks.
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Question 3(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 9 marks

Examiner commentary
For general comments made about these questions, where the AOs are combined see above in question1c. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question. 

Many candidates either wrote about different attitudes towards terrorism without knowing why there were differences or simply 
said all Christians are against terrorism. There is a requirement to include sources of wisdom and authority in the response. 
Candidates had to know what the attitudes towards terrorism are as well as explain why they are these differences. Linking these 
parts of the questions is used to assess AO2.

AO1 The candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the question by defining the meaning of the word 
‘terrorism’, which is different from the term ‘war’ or ‘conflict.’ There is an appropriate, good selection of religious knowledge and 
sources of wisdom and authority. This satisfies the additional rubric requirement. These include references to Catholics, Anglicans, 
Quakers, Amish and Brethren, Jesus, his example and teaching and Old Testament references. This was awarded Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 This is a hard question. Many candidates are able to cite two different responses to terrorism without articulating explicitly why 
Christians have adopted different biblical teachings to support their views throughout the ages. Therefore some leeway is given with 
this question in academic judgment.

 In this script the candidate tries to explain that if a cause is unjust then in some circumstances Christians may resort to violence 
against terrorists yet other Christian groups would not use aggression or violence against anyone, including terrorists under any 
circumstances. Such people as Quakers would pray for the terrorist and leave the judgment and punishment to God. By backing up 
the views with quotes and sources of wisdom and authority this is deemed as good analysis and warranted higher levels. The links 
between attitudes to terrorism and teachings showed a good attempt to respond to the question. It was awarded Level 4/4 marks.
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Examiner commentary
See above (question 1d) for general comments made about these questions where the AOs are combined. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question.

This statement is suggesting that one can always forgive and the focus is upon considering the importance of forgiveness to 
Christians past and present and how possible is it to always forgive.

For AO1 the candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the stimulus with references to Stephen (1st Christian 
martyr) and to Jesus, his teaching about forgiving seventy times seven or from the Cross and if a brother repents forgive him and 
details about the Lord’s Prayer. Concepts such as repentance, sin, peace and God’s mercy are relevant. All of this is appropriate and 
was awarded Level 3/3 marks.

For AO2 there is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and has some structure. In this script there is less emphasis 
on Christian leaders and church teachings and more on views being back up by biblical passages on the concept of forgiveness. 
This is an adequate but under-developed attempt to respond to the stimulus. Different viewpoints are offered with some reasoned 
argument but it was felt they could always be developed further and connected to the statement or the issue in more detail. 
The selection of appropriate material shows they understood the focus of the question i.e. forgiveness but the issue whether it is 
always possible for a Christian to forgive others of their wrongdoing is not really tackled. The response read as a series of paragraphs 
about why Christian should forgive others that are relevant and accurate but did not address the heart of the issue. The conclusion 
summed up the importance of forgiveness but did not address the statement. It was awarded Level 3/9marks.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q3 Total : 19 marks
Question 3(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. It is acceptable to write short bullet point 
sentences to assess the response. A mark is given for each separate condition of a Just War. Candidates can phrase the condition in 
their own words. However it has to be one of the conditions and not an outcome of the condition.

In this script there are three valid responses. First mark is for saying excess force should not be used, second mark stating the war had 
to started by an authority such as the government and third mark for stating it must be done for good and peace.

Question 3(b)

 AO1 3 marks
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Question 3(c)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This is an AO1 question. For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme. See above for details about 
application of levels or response.

The focus of this question is upon teachings from sources of wisdom and authority that can be summed up or outlined by the 
candidates that are connected to pacifism. Teachings can be from various sources such as sacred texts, theologians, creeds, or 
Church leaders.

AO1 In this response the candidate has described two types of pacifism namely absolute and conditional pacifism and provided 
sources of wisdom and authority to back them up. However the second quote, in the paragraph about conditional pacifism has 
been wrongly used, though credit is given that it is relevant to this question. The descriptions are superficial but there is recognition 
of different viewpoints and an adequate understanding of the question. It is under-developed and inaccurate in places. It is judged 
to be at the lower end of the level. Therefore it was awarded Level 2/3 marks.
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Question 3(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 7 marks

Examiner commentary
For general comments made about these questions, where the AOs are combined see above in question1c. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question. 

 Many candidates either wrote about different attitudes towards terrorism without knowing why there were differences or simply 
said all Christians are against terrorism. There is a requirement to include sources of wisdom and authority in the response. 
Candidates had to know what the attitudes towards terrorism are as well as explain why they are these differences. Linking these 
parts of the questions are used to assess AO2.

AO1 The candidate has demonstrated a relevant sources of wisdom and authority with reference from the bible about loving one’s 
neighbour towards the end of the response that fulfils the rubric requirement. That is the only piece of religious knowledge evident 
but it is has to be credited. It gets a mark for some demonstration of understanding of the question. This was awarded Level 1/1 
marks. Here is an example, when one has only two marks to differentiate, how difficult this can be. One cannot give it no marks 
because there is a small amount that is worthy of credit. 

AO2 This is a hard question. Many candidates were able to cite two different responses to terrorism without articulating explicitly 
why Christians have adopted different biblical teachings to support their views throughout the ages. Therefore some leeway was 
given with this question in academic judgment. In this script the candidate appears to have provided two reasons but when one 
analyses them there is only one reason given as to why there are different attitudes with a little bit of development. Violence is 
wrong and there have to be different ways to tackle terrorism because Jesus taught us to love our neighbours. This is a limited 
response with a limited link to the question. It was awarded Level 2/2 marks.
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Examiner commentary
See above (question 1d) for general comments made about these questions where the AOs are combined. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question.

This statement is suggesting that one can always forgive and the focus is upon considering the importance of forgiveness to 
Christians past and present and how possible is it to always forgive.

For AO1 the candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the stimulus with references to Jesus, conversation 
between Jesus and Peter about how many times one should forgive, Hitler and the holocaust, Jesus as a role model, sin and  biblical 
quotes connected to sin, concepts of judgment, forgiveness and original sin cited. All of this is appropriate and was awarded Level 
3/3marks.

For AO2 there is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and has some structure. In this script the first paragraph is 
reasoned and argued better than the second paragraph. The candidate evaluates the viewpoints as they have go along. That is 
acceptable. However they have introduced a new point at the end of the first paragraph without developing it further. There is a 
difference between forgiveness and punishment but that statement is left up in the air and one wonders what the candidate is 
thinking. Both paragraphs include relevant knowledge but the second paragraph is not so connected to the statement as is the first 
paragraph. In places the response is better than limited but it is judged to be ‘on the fence’ between top of level 2 and bottom of 
level 3. In the spirit of positive marking it was awarded Level 3/7 marks just.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q4 Total : 25 marks
Question 4(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers can be possible to gain a mark 
or simple bullet points made. A mark is given for each separate way public life is influenced by Christianity. There has to be a link to 
public life and not just general comments that could be applied to daily living for example.

In this script two valid responses about the influence of Christianity on public life are offered  i.e. school holidays first mark, and Lord’s 
Spiritual reference to the bishops in the House of Lords second mark. The first statement given by the candidate was not credited as 
it did not apply to the wording in the question ‘public’ life but is a general view held by Christians about how one should treat one 
another anywhere in homes in the work place and so on. That was not accepted as a relating sufficiently well to ‘public life.’

Question 4(b)

 AO1 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question has an additional rubric which must be incorporated into the response. Failure to link the rubric to the response limits 
achieving the top level of response. If there is no such reference or link then the response cannot move beyond level 2/4 marks. It is 
not enough to repeat the rubric and assume that means the candidate has incorporated it into the response. It has to be linked to 
the subject matter of the question in some way.

AO1 In this response there is evidence of linking the subject of inter-faith dialogue to the fact that Britain is mainly a Christian 
country with many other religions represented in this country. This satisfies the rubric requirement in the question. The candidate 
focuses upon addressing the part of the question which asks what it means to Christians, without unpicking what is inter-faith 
dialogue. However they clearly understand what the term means judging from the detail provided about the effect of dialogue 
between people of different faiths. This was awarded Level 3/5 marks.

Question 4(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 4 marks
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Question 4(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 8 marks

Examiner commentary
For general comments made about these questions, where the AOs are combined see above in question1c. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question. 

In this question candidates are required to link Christian teachings to abortion with an explanation how attitudes are affected by 
Christians. There are three parts to the question. AO2 assesses how well the candidates make the links between three parts of the 
question i.e. teachings, abortion and attitudes.

AO1 In this script the candidate demonstrates good knowledge of the question with reference to appropriate religious knowledge 
and good selection of sources of wisdom and authority, as required in the rubric of the question. Details about the Church of 
England’s position and Roman Catholic beliefs connected to the Ten Commandments/ sanctity of life are cited. It was awarded Level 
2/2 marks.

AO2 Throughout the response the candidate is linking all three aspects of the question. Therefore they addressed the how’ part 
of the question fully. There are different viewpoints that are evaluated and the influence upon attitudes is clearly given. This was 
awarded Level 4/4 marks.
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Examiner commentary
See above (question 1d) for general comments made about these questions where the AOs are combined. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question.

In this section of the specification it is expected that candidates will know both Christian and non Christian perspectives on a range 
of beliefs and attitudes. The statement directs the candidates to think about and discuss how a country should be ruled and how 
much influence religion should play in governance. A discussion could centre on past and current situations and it was acceptable 
to discuss affairs of governance in this country or in other counties.

AO1 In this script the candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the stimulus. There is reference to the 
secularists Bruce Wilson and Max Weber, the Secular movement and the Humanist movement, Church of England being the 
established Church, immanence of God and biblical quotes about kings and rules appointed by God, Plymouth brethren and the 
Queen being the Defender of the Anglican Faith. The range or breadth of knowledge is good.  Therefore it was awarded Level 3/3 
marks.

AO2 In this script there is a line of reasoning presented which is relevant and has some structure but appears to be unfinished or 
rushed at the end.  From the beginning of the response the candidate has recognised the changing face of the influence of the 
Church upon politics in this country. It is relevant and a good argument. The following paragraphs are a serious of valid points 
but lack detail, development or argument in relation to the issue. One is left with the feeling that the candidate is running out of 
time and wants to get as many points down as possible. Many of these points are good points but are under-developed. It lacks a 
conclusion or a balanced judgment. Therefore the response was awarded Level 3/9 marks.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q4 Total : 14 marks
Question 4(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers may be possible to gain a 
mark or simple bullet points made. A mark was given for each separate way public life is influenced by Christianity. There has to be a 
link to public life and not just general comments that could be applied to daily living for example.

In this script three valid responses about the influence of Christianity on public life were credited but the assessor had to think very 
carefully and weigh up in their minds if there is a link to public life because of the way the candidate has phrased their response. The 
first two responses are a vague but they are connected to public life. first mark  given for ‘counselling’ as Christians do provide formal 
services to the public over a range of problems, second mark given for ‘food to people in need’ as many Churches provide food 
banks to the public, and the third mark was more straightforward. It was given for reference to faith schools.

Question 4(b)

 AO1 0 marks
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Question 4(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This question has an additional rubric which must be incorporated into the response. Failure to link the rubric to the response limits 
achieving the top level of response. If there is no such reference or link then the response cannot move beyond Level 2/4 marks. It is 
not enough to repeat the rubric and assume that means the candidate has incorporated it into the response. It has to be linked to 
the subject matter of the question in some way.

AO1 In this response the candidate muddles the terms intra-faith with inter-faith. The question is about inter-faith dialogue. There 
is no material that can be credited and there is no link to the additional rubric in the question which is a Subject Level requirement. 
This was awarded Level 0/0 marks.

Examiner commentary
For general comments made about these questions, where the AOs are combined see above in question1c. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question. 

In this question candidates are required to link Christian teachings to abortion with an explanation how attitudes have affected 
Christians. There are three parts to the question. AO2 assesses how well the candidates makes the links between three parts of the 
question i.e. teachings, abortion and attitudes.

AO1 In this script the candidate demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the question by including references to biblical 
sources and details about the Roman Catholic view which are accurate. Both views were backed with relevant good quotes. This 
fulfils the additional rubric requirement. It was awarded Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 Throughout the response the candidate tends to state the teachings without linking them fully to the issue of abortion. There is 
limited analysis. Two different views are offered with a small amount of explanation. They have made the links between the parts of 
the question in a limited manner. It lacks breadth and depth compared to other responses seen. This was awarded Level 2/4 marks.
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Question 4(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
See above (question 1d) for general comments made about these questions where the AOs are combined. For details of the levels 
of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme and refer to the RTC for details about how candidates generally performed 
with this question.

In this section of the specification it is expected that candidates will know both Christian and non Christian perspectives on a range 
of beliefs and attitudes. The statement directs the candidates to think about and discuss how a country should be ruled and how 
much influence religion should play in governance. A discussion could centre on past and current situations and it is acceptable to 
discuss affairs of governance in this country or in other counties.

AO1 In this script the candidate demonstrates adequate knowledge and understanding of the stimulus especially in the first 
paragraph. There is reference to God, the Bible, Jesus, ‘making disciples of all nations’, evangelism, The Word of God, conversion, and 
free will. The range of knowledge is adequate and not always developed.  Therefore it was awarded Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 In this script the candidate has made two views but there is not enough development or breadth of knowledge from this 
section of the specification. Once again the candidate is evaluating as they go along, which is acceptable. However the candidate 
seems to lack detailed knowledge about this section of the syllabus. The views are very general in content and lack Christian 
perspective about the way this country or other countries are ruled. Therefore the response was awarded Level 2/5 marks.
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