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INSTRUCTIONS
• You must create a piece of music using one of the briefs from the six Areas of Study.
• Your composition is to be submitted as a recording. This is to be accompanied by a
score, an annotated lead sheet or written account of the piece.
• The piece should be composed for instruments and/or voices as specified by the brief.
• Group compositions are not permitted.
INFORMATION
• The total mark for this paper is 35.
• This document has 4 pages.
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Choose one of the following briefs
1

Area of Study 1: Instrumental Music of Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven
Compose a slow movement of a sonata or concerto, for example an adagio or andante. You may
write for any instrumental forces, following classical instrumental conventions, using appropriate
accompaniment where necessary. The piece will be performed at a concert in Vienna to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the birth of Beethoven.
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Area of Study 2: Popular Song: Blues, Jazz, Swing and Big Band
Compose a song which takes its influence from the Big Band era. You may borrow the lyrics from
an existing song or write your own, and your backing should utilise the forces typically used in this
style with a minimum of eight parts. Your piece will be performed as part of a live show called ‘The
Big Band Theory’ which will tour the UK in the summer of 2020.
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Area of Study 3: Developments in Instrumental Jazz, 1910 to the present day
Compose an instrumental piece which takes its influence from Miles Davis and will be performed
at a party to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the launch of ‘The BBC Light Programme’ (the
forerunner of BBC Radio 2) on 25th July 1945. You should write for between three and six parts
(no voices) which may be drawn from electric and acoustic instruments.
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Area of Study 4: Religious Music of the Baroque Period
Compose a setting of the Magnificat in either English or Latin, for the coming together of the
massed choirs of a school choral festival to take place at St Paul’s Cathedral, London. The piece
can be written in a baroque or neo-baroque style and will be performed as a grand finale to the
festival. Your piece should be for a standard SATB choir, but it can have more parts if you wish.
The piece may be unaccompanied or have an instrumental accompaniment comprising any
number of parts; if so, the instrumentation need not be constrained by baroque conventions.
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Area of Study 5: Programme Music, 1820–1910
Compose a programmatic piece which depicts either a canal or railway journey in any part of
Europe, through one of the major transport routes built during the nineteenth century, for example
the Manchester Ship Canal or the Orient Express. Your piece should be written for instruments
appropriate to the area of study and must have at least six different instrumental parts. You can
write for an ensemble, chamber orchestra or symphony orchestra. Your piece will be performed at
the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester on the 1st August 2020.
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Area of Study 6: Innovations in Music, 1900 to the present day
Write an interlude or set of short incidental pieces to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the
publication of George Orwell’s classic novel, Animal Farm. You may write in any style related
to this area of study and for any instrumental combination (no voices). Your piece should have
a minimum of four instrumental parts which may be acoustic, electric or synthesised. The piece
will be performed as part of a theatrical production, ‘Animal Farm’, which will tour Europe in the
summer of 2020.
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