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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220734-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-latin-h443.pdf for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220734-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-latin-h443.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220734-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-latin-h443.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220734-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-latin-h443.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 5(d)

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a very good response (Level 5). In many ways, this is a model answer: multiple Latin quotes from the text are not just carefully 
chosen and accurately translated, but also developed and explained well; the argument directly answers the question and adduces 
many literary points which are elaborated as part of the argument; the spread of points covers the whole of the selected text; the 
register of the writing is appropriate and expressive.
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Exemplar 2 Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a Level 3 response (some engagement). There are a few good points made, though not much is developed. Few literary 
features are used to answer the question, and the one about “sapienti” is not embedded in any meaningful content which results 
in no credit being awarded. Some erroneous translation in the last quote detracts from its quality. Some attempt is made here to 
answer the question, but in depth and quantity of points, it is in the middle of Level 3.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a Level 5 answer which is very detailed. There are sustained arguments about negative aspects of Seneca’s character which 
are then contrasted with some more positive elements, all of which lead to a well-argued and balanced conclusion. The candidate 
knows the Tacitus English reading in great detail, and is also able to recall very detailed facts from Seneca’s letters studied in Latin to 
support the argument. In terms of writing style, very detailed knowledge of (including quotations from) the Latin texts, and a very 
detailed awareness of the historical background of Seneca, this is a highly impressive response.
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a detailed response (Level 4). There is a good range of points here about philosophy, Seneca’s desire for a posthumous 
reputation, with good development, but never quite reaching the level of impressive detail one would associate with Level 5. 
The English reading in Tacitus is touched on, but not in the level of depth examiners would like to see. There is some historical 
knowledge brought in, but not at the most detailed level. Quotes from secondary sources are not required in Prose Literature and 
would only be credited if relevant to the argument. The conclusion is fairly sound, but some other details such as, for example, 
Seneca’s use of humour or concerning his own personal wealth would have brought this close to Level 5.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
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Q5d:  Seneca, 'Letter 53', from E Maunder (ed.), 'Seneca Letters: A 
Selection', Chapter 9–12, Bloomsbury Publishing Plc., 2016.  

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 
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