CORE MATHS
A practical new choice for 16–19 year olds
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Accredited by Ofqual
Approved by the DfE as part of performance tables from 2017

A QUALIFICATION FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS
Core Maths is a descriptor for a range of qualifications that
have been introduced by the Government to increase post-16
participation in mathematics. These qualifications are designed
for learners who achieved grade 4 or above in GCSE (9–1) Maths
and at 180 guided learning hours are a valuable addition to any
learner’s study programme.
Core Maths qualifications are designed to enhance students’
mathematical and statistical literacy. These Level 3 qualifications
help students learn to appreciate mathematics and statistics
through problem solving, and deepen competency with useful
skills that can be applied in realistic context.

Why choose OCR?
We’ve jointly developed our new Core Maths qualifications with
the independent curriculum development body, Mathematics
in Education and Industry (MEI).
Our Core Maths qualifications should enable learners to be
inspired, motivated and challenged by following a broad,
coherent, practical, satisfying and worthwhile course of study.
They should provide insight into, and experience of, how
mathematics and statistics work, stimulating learners’ curiosity
and encouraging them to engage with both in their everyday lives.
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Supporting you
To save you time and make teaching more enjoyable, our
specifications are supported with a comprehensive package
of resources.
Mathematics in Education and Industry (MEI) has developed an
extensive range of high-quality resources that are tailored to the
needs of learners, with focus on supporting creative teaching
approaches and progression. These resources are available free on
the MEI website by filling in a subscription form.
mei.org.uk/iqm-resources
A range of high-quality, creative resources produced by our
Maths team is also available. Tailored to the needs of learners,
these resources are focussed on supporting creative teaching
approaches and progression to support the delivery of Core Maths.
Check out OCR resources at ocr.org.uk/coremaths

Professional Development Programme
Whether you want to come to face-to-face events, explore our new
digital training or search for training materials, you can find what
you’re looking for all in one place at: ocr.org.uk/coremathscpd

ocr.org.uk/coremaths

ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE
Introduction to Quantitative Reasoning
• 72 marks
• 2 hours
• pre-release material

Learners consolidate and extend the mathematics they have learned at GCSE –
the emphasis is on them developing transferable skills by using problem solving
cycles in modelling, statistics and financial mathematics.

Critical Maths

Statistical Problem Solving

• 60 marks

• 60 marks

• 2 hour written paper

• 2 hour written paper

• pre-release material

• pre-release material (data)

Learners work on a variety of problems –
the emphasis is on

Learners use spreadsheets and the statistical
problem solving cycle to analyse authentic
statistical problems arising from a variety of work,
life and study related contexts.

• using and extending their understanding
of mathematics
• selecting appropriate ways of reasoning
• developing a high level of fluency
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Level 3 Certificate in
Core Maths A (MEI) H868

Level 3 Certificate in
Core Maths B (MEI) H869
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Meet the team

Our dedicated team of Maths Subject Advisors bring together a wide
variety of backgrounds and experiences and aim to utilise the collective
knowledge and skills to offer outstanding support to teachers of maths.
Contact the team at:
01223 553998
maths@ocr.org.uk
Follow us @OCR_maths
To stay up to date with all the latest news about our qualifications,
register for email updates at
ocr.org.uk/updates

follow us on
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company/ocr

@OCR_Maths

youtube.com/
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