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INTRODUCTION
This is a guide for teachers so that you can see how we mark work for Cambridge Technicals.

The guide contains exemplar candidate work for this unit and covers selected learning outcomes (LOs), and grading criteria.

The accompanying commentary explains why each piece of work was awarded that grade.  Additional guidance has been added to 
suggest improvements that could be made in order to achieve a higher grade

Reproduction of candidate work

The candidate’s work within this document is reproduced for free of charge distribution to teachers in order to help them prepare 
candidates for examinations.  The work has been reproduced as submitted by the candidates, although, names, logos and third-party 
copyright material have either been removed or replaced.  However, if the work does contain third-party copyright material which 
we are unaware of and you are the owner of the material, please contact the Resources Team at OCR: resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Model Assignments

Model assignments are available for the following units from the link below.

Unit 4 Computer networks

Unit 5 Virtual and augmented reality

Unit 6 Application design

Unit 7 Data analysis and design

Unit 8 Project management

Unit 24 Enterprise computing

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-it-level-3-certificate-extended-
certificate-introductory-diploma-foundation-diploma-diploma-05838-05842-2016-suite/

Plagiarism

Work must be free from plagiarism. Plagiarism is the submission of someone else’s work as your own and/or failure to acknowledge a 
source correctly. Plagiarism makes up a large percentage of cases of suspected malpractice reported to us by moderators. You must 
make sure you don’t accept plagiarised work as evidence.

In line with the policy and procedures of JCQ on suspected malpractice, the penalties applied for plagiarism would usually result in 
the claim not being allowed.

Plagiarism often occurs innocently when learners don’t know that they must reference or acknowledge their sources, or aren’t sure 
how to do so. It’s important to make sure your learners understand:

• the meaning of plagiarism and what penalties may be applied

• that they can refer to research, quotations or evidence produced by somebody else but they must list and reference their sources

• quoting someone else’s work, even when it’s properly sourced and referenced, isn’t an indication of understanding. The learner 
has to ‘do’ something with that information to show they understand. For example, if a learner has to analyse data from an 
experiment, quoting data doesn’t show that they understand what it means. The learner has to interpret the data and, by relating 
it to their assignment, say what they think it means.

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-it-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-introductory-diploma-foundation-diploma-diploma-05838-05842-2016-suite/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-it-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-introductory-diploma-foundation-diploma-diploma-05838-05842-2016-suite/
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LO2 – P3/P4 
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Commentary

LO2 P3 requires learners to create a network specification for a specific purpose.

The learner has created a table itemising each category within the specification and has identified a range of requirements within 
each of the categories.  The purpose for the development of the network has been explained and constraints to the project clearly 
identified.

The learner has also included modifications to the specification based on feedback from a second meeting with the client.

LO2 P4 requires the learner to produce the planning documentation required for the implementation of a network solution.

The learner has produced a network plan which includes all of the planning elements relating to their proposed network.  Within each 
section a range of specifications, configurations or requirements have been considered including security and testing.

Although some areas of the network plan are weak (particularly relating to configuration), and the technical depth is minimal, all of the 
required criteria for the successful achievement of P4 has been included.

LO2 P4 could be improved by the learner developing the depth of their technical understanding of networks and present a more 
detailed network plan.  This can particularly be seen within the configuration section and the configuration test plan when learners 
have the opportunity to demonstrate their technical knowledge and understanding of network configuration and configuration 
testing.  The learner could also have further developed this section to include the configuration of peripheral devices e.g. the printer or 
scanner.

Within LO2 P4 a more detailed explanation of the reasons supporting the planning decisions made relating to security would be 
beneficial towards the achievement of M2 when learners are asked to provide justifications for the security measures they have 
selected.

Unit 4 can be technically challenging and so a more practical approach to the delivery of the teaching content may be beneficial to 
learners.  Allowing learners to practise and develop a network in the classroom environment would develop the learners practical 
knowledge required for the technical aspects of the unit.  This would also be an opportunity for meaningful employer involvement 
by utilising an external expert, or the network manager, to facilitate the learning experience of developing networks.  This could be 
recorded on the MEI document.

Learners could include a video of the meetings with the client to evidence the development or modifications of the client 
requirements for LO2 P3.  This could also be recorded on the MEI document.
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