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	Description of convention

	Masthead
	This is usually at the top of the front cover and is the placement for the name of the magazine. 

	Date Line
	The line for the date of the magazine 

	Central image
	The main image on the magazine, this is usually connected to the cover story article and is of a model or celebrity. 

	Cover lines
	Short, catchy phrases found on the cover that ‘sells’ the content inside the magazine and helps persuade the reader to buy the issue.

	Puff
	A shape, usually in a contrasting colour, that stands out against the cover and attracts the reader’s eye. Sometimes these have the price of the magazine, reference to features inside the magazine or competitions.

	Colour palette
	This is usually made of no more than 3 colours, which contrast but complement one another. Each edition or issue may use a different colour palette to reflect a theme for that issue. 

	Barcode
	The placement of barcode used to purchase the product.

	Priceline
	The placement of the price of the magazine.

	Logo
	Some magazines may also have a recognisable image that runs across every issue to help brand the magazine.

	Composition and layout
	· The way in which all the elements on the advert are organised. So how text, images and shapes are positioned on the page. 
· The central image usually takes up the main part of the page and is the most eye catching feature on the front cover
· The most important content will be across the top, the left hand side and in the centre, as this is where our eye is drawn to first.

	Typography
	· The style and size of font used indicates its relevance in selling the magazine issue
· Serif and sans serif are the most commonly used typefaces and each communicates a different meaning to the audience. Serif fonts are often traditional whereas sans serif fonts may seem more modern.
· No more than 3 sizes or styles of typography will usually be used. Sometimes the use of typography can be known as a ‘house style’ and will feature across every front cover issue.

	Mode of address/register
	· The way the magazine ‘talks’ to the audience will depend on the genre of magazine and who the target audience is. It could be formal, informal, conversational etc…

	Lexis
	· The use of vocabulary and groups of words.
· This is usually straightforward, informal and will depend on the genre of the magazine and their audience. 
· This helps readers to identify with the magazine brand and make quick decisions whether to buy the magazine or not.

	Shot types 
	· The shot distance used for the central image and additional images used on the front cover.  For e.g. mid shot, long shot etc…

	Camera angle
	· The angle used to place the camera such as high angle, low angle, and eye level.
· The use of angle can depend on the subject in the image and the message the magazine wants to communicate about the subject.

	Location and setting
	· The geographical location depicted on the front cover relates to the location used. Sometimes different locations can be seen in images used as part of sell lines.
· The actual set or place where the image is taken is the setting and for magazines, the central image is usually taken as part of a photoshoot in a studio setting.

	Make up and costume
	· What the model or celebrity in the central image is wearing and how their appearance is made up.
· This can help support the colour palette choices of the front cover and the theme or issues expressed in the magazine for that issue.

	Lighting
	High key or low key lighting can be used on a front cover to communicate certain themes or messages about the issue topic or the model/celebrity in the central image. This is usually a consideration when studio shots are taken. The use of lighting is likely to make the central image look as appealing as possible to the audience.





Organisation activity sheet
Organise each of the technical terms into the correct technical element feature:

	CAMERA





	

	EDITING/FORMATTING





	

	MISE-EN-SCÈNE





	

	LANGUAGE






	





Organisation activity sheet - ANSWERS
Organise each of the technical terms into the correct technical element feature:

	CAMERA

	· Camera angle
· Shot type
· Central image

	EDITING/FORMATTING


	· Composition 
· Layout
· Typography
· Barcode
· Price line
· Date line
· Puff 
· Logo
· Colour palette (also mise-en-scène)
· Masthead (also language)

	MISE-EN-SCÈNE

	· Locations
· Setting
· Lighting
· Costume
· Make up

	LANGUAGE



	· Mode of address
· Register 
· Lexis
· Cover lines
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