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Identifying intertextual references and 
analysing meaning 

 
You are going to complete two tasks to help you identify and analyse meaning created by intertextual references in media products

Task 1 – Identifying intertextual references
· For each product, look at the intertextual reference clue (second column). 
· In the third column, note down what you think the specific textual reference/s is/are?

Task 2 – analysing meaning communicated by intertextual references
· For each product, consider what meaning you think is communicated about the product as a result of the intertextual reference used
· Note it down in the final column of the grid.
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	Media product
	Intertextual reference clue
	What is the intertextual reference?
How do we see this reference in the media product?
	Meaning of the reference

	Dolce Gabanna ‘The One’

	A working Hollywood actress


	
	

	The Sunday Times Magazine – Blond Ambition


	A British politician who is enjoying some publicity as a result of his over the top personality and his stance on Brexit

	
	

	Iggy Azalea ft Charlie XCX – Fancy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-zpOMYRi0w 
	A popular 90s American High School drama film



	
	






Activity 5: An introduction to intertextuality
Identifying intertextual references and analysing meaning - TEACHER ANSWERS
	Media product
	Intertextual reference clue
	What is the intertextual reference?
How do we see this reference in the media product?
	Meaning of the reference

	Dolce Gabanna ‘The One’
	A working Hollywood actress
	The actress Scarlett Johansson on a film set.
	If you wear this product, you will be as successful, popular and in demand as the actress.

	The Sunday Times Magazine – Blond Ambition
	A British politician who is enjoying some publicity as a result of his over the top personality and his stance on Brexit. 
	Boris Johnson as an Andy Warhol pop art painting. There is also reference to Madonna’s Blond Ambition world tour.
	Boris Johnson is ambitious and this is his 15 minutes of fame given his influence in determining Brexit outcomes. The reference to ‘blond ambition’ suggests that Johnson has ambitions to be prime minister. This shows the magazine is political and culturally relevant and interesting.

	Iggy Azalea ft Charlie XCX - Fancy
	A popular 90s American High School drama film
	The high school drama film Clueless with Iggy Azalea and Charlie XCX taking the role of the lead characters, a similar high school and repetition of key scenes and sequences from the film.
	The lyrics ‘fancy’ are amplified by reference to the character Cher who was a rich teenager who didn’t care about much except material objects, being popular and having fun. This creates an interesting visual story for the audience who will enjoy spotting the references from the film and its genre.
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