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THE OCR GUIDE TO WHAT'S DIFFERENT?

This guide on ‘What's different?’ has been produced by OCR to help you understand
the skills and technigues you will need to develop, practice and use in studying for your

chosen qualification. This guide has not been written to go with any one qualification or
subject area but focuses on the skills that are in many areas of both education and work
environments. Other skills guides are available at www.ocr.org.uk.

Contents

Introduction 3
Compare and contrast 3
How can you discover similarities and differences? Diagrams 4
How to organise college work when comparing and contrasting 6
Words 8
Activities E
Useful links 12

(@ N

Would you prefer a Word
DOC version?
W____ Didyouknow that you can save We value your feedback
this pdf as a Word file using Acrobat We'd like to know your view on the resources
Professional? we produce. By clicking on the icon above
Simply click on File > Export to you will help us to ensure that our resources

and select Microsoft Word w)rk for you. j

2 © OCR 2020



http://www.ocr.org.uk

THE OCR GUIDE TO WHAT'S DIFFERENT?

Introduction

When you get dressed in the morning, you have to decide
what to wear. You may have seen the weather forecast
which is a mixture of sunshine and showers, so you will
need to look at which clothes to put on:

- Should you wear jeans?

Do you wear a T shirt or jumper? Is it going
to warm or cold?

- Trainers or boots? Shoes or sandals?
Coat or umbrella or both? Is it going to rain?

With all these choices you have to make decisions based
on the weather and what you are doing that day.

We do this in many parts of our lives — not just at school
or college but at home as well. You may be in a shop and
want to buy a chocolate bar but there are so many to
choose from so, which do you go for?

Is it a big bar or a small bar that you want?

«  Plain chocolate or one with fruit in?

« Maybe there is a new chocolate bar..should
you try it?

We think about these things, narrow down our choices
and then choose the one that we want and hopefully
are happy with our decisions! In these two every-day
situations, we have had to look at:

«  the similarities (or comparing)
- and the differences (or contrasting)

What can we see? We then think about our choices
and make our decisions.

In this guide ‘What's Different? we will look at
different ways that will help you when you have find
out differences and explain them to other people.

Compare and Contrast

When you compare two things, you ask yourself,
"How are these things alike?”

When you contrast two things, you ask yourself,
“How are these things different?”

At school you may have been asked to read a book
and then watch a film of the book. Sometimes they
are different because the book may have more detailed
descriptions of characters which may not be shown

in scenes in the film, but also, some things will be

very similar.

Think about Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald
Dahl. Was the film exactly the same as the book?

Think about the films that star Batman or Spiderman.
These characters originally appeared in comic books
many years ago. They then were made into TV shows
and cartoons and more recently into blockbuster films.
How do you think these characters may have changed?
Do you think that they are similar or different?

You may be asked at college to write what you think is the
same or similar and also what is different about books that
are made into films. This means you are comparing and
contrasting two different things — the film and the book.
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How can you discover Similarities
and Differences? (Diagrams)

At home you may decide to cook a meal for your family,
but not everyone likes the same thing. You decide to
write a list of some of the things that everyone will eat.

Once you have your list you then have to see if you have
all the ingredients. If not you may have to think again. Are
you going to have a barbeque as the weather is good?

Pizza 1

Looking at these two pizzas, you will see that there could
be some ingredients that are the same and some that are
different. Another way of seeing what is the same is by
using a Venn diagram. This is when two circles overlap
each other as shown below:

Pizza 1

4 © OCR 2020

Maybe if it is cold, it should be a casserole? Everyone in
your family likes pizza but not always the same toppings.
In the circles below (which are pizzas) write down all the
different ingredients of your family’s two favourite pizzas
for example cheese, ham etc.

Pizza 2

Using your pizza examples from before, fill the two
pizzas below with the ingredients but this time put
the things that are the same in the middle where the
two circles overlap. This shows the ingredients that are
same (or similar). It makes it easier for you to see the
same ingredients so you then don't have to write them
out twice!

Pizza 2
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The advantages to using Venn diagrams are: - Canreally only be used to compare and

. R , contrast information.
« They make it easy to see similarities and differences

when comparing two things.. This Venn diagram can be used in all sorts of situations,
not just at school or college but in everyday life.

They can be a quick to complete.

.

They are good to use when you know that there are Instead of using a Venn diagram, another way you
many similarities and differences. could do this is by writing a list in a table as below. Fill
in the table below for your two pizzas. In the Same
column write all the ingredients which are in the bit
where the circles overlap. In the Different column
write all the other ingredients in the circles.

- They help you to make decisions quickly.
But, there are disadvantages to using Venn diagrams:

« It can be difficult to use with any new ideas
such as a new product for a business as you
need to know all the information about the
subject before completing the diagram.

Let’s Discuss

You are going out with friends but don't know where to
go. Think of two options and use the Venn diagram below
to see the similarities and differences about the options to
try to help you come to a decision.
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How to organise college work when you
compare and contrast

As well as using Venn diagrams to show similarities and differences, there are other things that you can use
to‘compare’ and ‘contrast’.

For example, when trying to find out information for

Was it because of:

a project or assignment, you may need to do some

research on a topic. Think about your mobile telephone
and compare it to another mobile phone that one of

your friends has.

cost
how it looks

features (what it can do)

Did you look at (or compare) lots of phones before you
bought your phone?

Why is your phone the best?

Why did you choose your mobile phone?

Look at the table below which has information about mobile telephones.

Phone A | Samsung Galaxy 53 The Galaxy S3 is an excellent smartphone. It offers a good design and build
RRP: From £29 per quality. Samsung has put together an impressive set of hardware resulting
month; Around in silky smooth performance and extensive software features. We can't give
£500 SIM-free the number one spot to two smartphones, so the iPhone nudges it on a show
Rating: Rated of hands, but it really is a matter of personal taste. The S3 really is as good a
9 out O'f 10 smartphone as you can buy right now.

Phone B | HTC One X+
RRP: A 4 £450 With a newer version of Android, fixed build quality issues and significantly
_ \./ATroun increased battery life, the One X+ is a polished and honed version of its
nc predecessor. It's now an even better all-round quality smartphone with
Rating: Rated a reasonable price tag.
9outof 10

Phone C | Motorola Razri

RRP: £345 inv VAT

Rating: Rated
9outof 10

The Motorola Razriis a great all-rounder smartphone. It offers a great
combination of design and performance for a reasonable price. It's worth
a look for its price.

Source: http://www.pcadvisor.co.uk/test-centre/mobile-phone/3210667/8-best-smartphones-2013/

This link takes you to a review of some of the phones available in 2020.
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Now look at the table below.

extensive software features. SIM-free.

Phone A Samsung Galaxy S3

Cost Around £500

How it looks | It offers a good design and build quality. It really is a matter of personal taste.

Features Samsung has put together an impressive set of hardware resulting in silky smooth performance and

Phone B HTC One X+

Cost Around £450 inc VAT

How it looks | Polished and honed version of its predecessor

Features Newer version of Android, fixed build quality issues and significantly increased battery life even

better all-round quality smartphone with a reasonable price tag.

its price .

Phone C Motorola Razr i

Cost £345 inv VAT

How it looks | It offers a great combination of design and performance
Features Great all-rounder smartphone. It's worth a look for

This information was source in June 2013.

This is called the Subject by Subject way to compare.

This way makes you think about the three different
phones, one at a time, using different headings. You can
then see what the similarities or differences are between
the phones. You can then make or write your choice. You
can do this when you have to do research for your college
and school work.

The main reasons for using the Subject by Subject
way are:

You may be able to put all the information about
one phone into a table and then have two more
tables for the other phones.

The way you write will be clear and easy to read.

You may be able to reach a decision after looking
at all three phones.

The main reason for not using the Subject by Subject
way is:

It could be a list of different points, if you do not
explain things.

Another way that you could compare things is by using
a Point by Point way. This is when you look at one thing
about the phones at a time. You could make a table like
the one below.

Type of phone Cost
Phone A | Samsung Galaxy S3 Around £500
Phone B HTC One X+ Around £450
Phone C | Motorola Razri £345

Now you could say that phone A is expensive compared
to phone B, which is cheaper and phone C is a bit

more expensive than phone B. You are comparing the
differences and can see the similarities about cost.

You could then look at the appearance of the phone
and then the features of the phone in the same way.

The main reasons for using the Point to Point way are:

It makes you think and write about one point at
atime.

You can check your thinking at the end of
each point.

It makes it easier for the reader to see if you
understand the topic.

Itis a very organised way of researching.

If you want the things that are similar to be the
most important thing, you can write it like that.
You can also make the things that are different
the most important by organising your work in
that way. It's up to you!

For example: You ask 10 of your friends what phones
they have. Seven have different iPhones and three have
Blackberry phones. You then decide to find out the
differences or similarities between the different iPhones
based on the most important features to each person.
This could take a long time as there are so many different
features that some people may or may not use. You
would need to decide what you will find the most

useful in your research.
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Words

You will have to find things that are similar and things that are different many times and, at the time you may
not even know you are doing it!

Your teacher/tutor may use different words to get you You will know these words, but did you know that they
to compare and contrast information. For example: are the same as saying - compare and contrast - but just
. . ‘ using different words?
Look at the different ways in which.......
On the other hand.......
However,.......

Your teacher/tutor may get you to look at things that
are similar by saying:

Look at each......
What is the same...... ?
Both show.......

Which do you like and why.......7
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Activities
Think about all the different ways that you have learnt about how to compare and contrast different things

in this guide. Now look at the Activities below and decide which way, a Venn diagram, Subject by Subject
or Point by Point, would you use to find the things that are similar and different.

Activity 1 Activity 3
You and your friend want to go on holiday together so Think about different consoles you can buy to play
you need to decide where to go. Think about all the video games.

things you both like to do on holiday:
=y / What are the things that are similar and the things

Do you like to do the same kind of things or not? that are different between two game consoles
_ produced by different companies?
Should you go away in the UK or go abroad?

If you go abroad what are the different things you
will have to take with you?

How long will it take you to get there?

How will you get to your holiday spot in the UK
or abroad?

How much will it cost to go abroad or stay
in the UK?

Activity 2
You live in a city but your friend lives in a village.

What things are similar and different about the places
that you and your friend live?

Living in the city do you know lots of people of
different ages?

Does your friend know more people of different ages
because of where they live in a village?

Think about when you meet your friend, how easy it is
to travel?

Do you like living where you live and does your friend
like living where he or she lives?

What are the similarities and differences between
your life and your friend’s lives.
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Blank Venn Diagram
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Blank Subject by Subject Table

Blank Point by Point Table
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Useful Links

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/compare-contrast-30066.ntml

http://www.readinginnovations.com/Comprehension/CompareandContrast.html
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OCR Resources: the small print

OCR's resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: Page 3: Comic
books, Sunshine seeds editorial, www.shutterstock.com, Page 8:
Thinking girl, Stock-asso, www.shutterstock.com

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about
OCR quialifications or services (including
administration, logistics and teaching)
please feel free to get in touch with our
Customer Support Centre.

Vocational qualifications
Telephone 02476 851509
Facsimile 02476 851633
Email vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCRis part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2020 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office

The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.


mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
mailto:vocational.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
www.ocr.org.uk

	Contents
	Bookmark 4



