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Welcome 
 

Welcome to this British Sociological Association event organized for A Level Sociology 

Teachers.   

 

The idea for the event came from a meeting with some of you last February – we were bowled over by the 

enthusiasm and commitment to Sociology and only too pleased to take the idea forward. And here we are! We 

are so pleased you could join us today. 

 

We hope you will find the lectures, workshops and networking opportunities informative and enjoyable, giving 

you practical takeaways for the classroom and a renewed sense of connectedness to your sociological community.  

If you would like further teaching resources, please visit Discover Sociology – a website of free resources for 

teachers created with the curriculum in mind: www.discoversociology.co.uk.  

 

We hope that we can develop more ideas for A Level Sociology in the future, so please keep in touch and keep the 

ideas coming.   

 

The BSA is the national subject association for Sociologists in the UK and exists to promote 

sociology. We offer a reduced membership rate for teachers, giving you: 

-  Access to discounted rates to attend BSA events 
- Access to all BSA study groups, providing invaluable networking and 

activities within the various sub-disciplines of sociology  
- Online access to over 45,000 journal articles, over 1,000 eBooks and over 500 research 

method cases 
-  A hard copy subscription to Network magazine and either Sociology journal or Work, 

Employment and Society journal.  
Find out more at www.britsoc.co.uk or contact Liz and Jackie, the Membership team, by email 

(enquiries@britsoc.org.uk) or phone (0191 383 0839). 

 

The following resources have been chosen by today’s speakers and we hope you find them useful.  An electronic 

copy of this booklet will be sent to you shortly after the conference. 

Please let us know if you make use of these resources how and if there are subject areas you would like to have 

resources for.  To send us any feedback about these resources or to suggest subject for further resources, please 

email Alison Danforth at the BSA: Alison.danforth@britsoc.org.uk   

http://www.discoversociology.co.uk/
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@britsoc.org.uk
mailto:Alison.danforth@britsoc.org.uk
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Programme 
 
10:00-10:25      Arrivals and coffee 
 
10:25   Welcome from Susan Halford, President of the BSA 
 
10:30-11:15      Plenary lecture: The New Sociology of Class - Mike Savage 
 
11:15-12:30      Workshop 1:  
Workshop 1a:  Fieldwork Fables: Making Research Methods Teaching Fun and 

Interesting – Les Back  
www.gold.ac.uk/sociology/staff/back/  

Or Workshop 1b:  Revisiting Meritocracy: Inequality and Opportunity in Schools - Sarah 
Cant  
www.canterbury.ac.uk/social-and-applied-sciences/psychology-politics-
and-sociology/staff/Profile.aspx?staff=82d9e5491432006f  

 
12:30-1:15         Lunch 
 
1:15-2:00         Workshop 2: Exam Board Session  
Workshop 2a:  AQA A Level Sociology insights: the view from Summer 2019 – Margaret 

O’Donnell 

Or Workshop 2b:  OCR Teaching and Assessing Tricky Contemporary Areas in Sociology - 
Lucy Carey 

Or Workshop 2c:  WJEC/Eduqas Resources for GCSE and A Level Sociology – Joanna Lewis 
 
2:00-3:15          Workshop 3:  
Workshop 3a:  ‘Only Connect’: Migration, Mobilities and Globalisation – Bridget 

Anderson  
www.bristol.ac.uk/spais/people/person/bridget-j-anderson/  

Or Workshop 3b:  Engaging with Criminology: Theory, Approaches and Practice - Aaron 
Winter  
www.uel.ac.uk/staff/w/aaron-winter  

 
3:15-3:45           Tea 
 
3:45-4:30           Plenary Lecture: Gender in the 21st Century – Stevi Jackson 
 
CLOSE  

https://www.gold.ac.uk/sociology/staff/back/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/social-and-applied-sciences/psychology-politics-and-sociology/staff/Profile.aspx?staff=82d9e5491432006f
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/social-and-applied-sciences/psychology-politics-and-sociology/staff/Profile.aspx?staff=82d9e5491432006f
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/spais/people/person/bridget-j-anderson/
http://www.uel.ac.uk/staff/w/aaron-winter
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Plenary Lecture 
The New Sociology of Class 

Mike Savage 
10:30-11:15 

 
A New Model of Social Class? Findings from the BBC’s Great British Class Survey Experiment 
By Mike Savage, Fiona Devine, Niall Cunningham, Mark Taylor, Yaojun Li, Johs Hjellbrekke, Brigitte Le Roux, Sam 
Friedman, Andrew Miles 
Published in Sociology, 2013, Volume: 47 issue: 2, page(s): 219-250 
 
Summary 
The social scientific analysis of social class is attracting renewed interest given the accentuation of economic and 
social inequalities throughout the world. The most widely validated measure of social class, the Nuffield class 
schema, developed in the 1970s, was codified in the UK’s National Statistics Socio-Economic Classification (NS-SEC) 
and places people in one of seven main classes according to their occupation and employment status. This 
principally distinguishes between people working in routine or semi-routine occupations employed on a ‘labour 
contract’ on the one hand, and those working in professional or managerial occupations employed on a ‘service 
contract’ on the other. However, this occupationally based class schema does not effectively capture the role of 
social and cultural processes in generating class divisions. We analyse the largest survey of social class ever 
conducted in the UK, the BBC’s 2011 Great British Class Survey, with 161,400 web respondents, as well as a 
nationally representative sample survey, which includes unusually detailed questions asked on social, cultural and 
economic capital. Using latent class analysis on these variables, we derive seven classes. We demonstrate the 
existence of an ‘elite’, whose wealth separates them from an established middle class, as well as a class of technical 
experts and a class of ‘new affluent’ workers. We also show that at the lower levels of the class structure, alongside 
an ageing traditional working class, there is a ‘precariat’ characterised by very low levels of capital, and a group of 
emergent service workers. We think that this new seven class model recognises both social polarisation in British 
society and class fragmentation in its middle layers, and will attract enormous interest from a wide social scientific 
community in offering an up-to-date multi-dimensional model of social class. 
 
Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/JKW4S72TAYDWX9EIYEC2/full  
  

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/JKW4S72TAYDWX9EIYEC2/full
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Workshop 1a 
Fieldwork Fables: Making Research Methods Teaching Fun and Interesting 

Les Back 
11:15-12:30 

 
Making Methods Sociable: Dialogue, Ethics and Authorship in Qualitative Research 
By Shamser Sinha and Les Back 
Published in Qualitative Research, 2014, Volume 14, Issue 4, pg: 473-487 
 
Summary 
The article argues for fostering sociable forms of dialogue in qualitative research. Conventional research shares an 
emphasis on extracting narratives with judicial and invasive state modes of enquiry rather than on learning from a 
genuine two-way dialogue between participants and researchers. Using a study of young migrants, we show how 
involving participants as observers and shapers of analytical dialogue can produce circulations of communication 
oscillating across the researcher’s and participant’s horizons of understanding. This produces new insight, beyond 
the limits of qualitative investigation, that extracts information from participants, and in so doing, has the potential 
to affect shifts in perception that animate and enchant experience. It has consequences for rethinking authorship 
that share, credit and specify responsibility. Developing such an approach opposes the ‘ethical hypochondria’ 
characterising qualitative research culture, where ‘automatic anonymity’ is limiting the potential of research to 
travel, connect people and engage the public imagination. 
 
Link to full article 

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/QW82FWTW6AX9ZDMKNSWS/full 
**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
Broken Devices and New Opportunities: Re-imagining the tools of Qualitative Research  
By Les Back 
Published by ESRC, 2010, National Centre for Research Methods NCRM Working Paper Series 
 
Summary 
My device is broken. After over a decade of faithful service my Sony Walkman Professional is motionless. One of   
the quirks of this machine is that it has no speaker: it is a reception device, not a broadcasting one. Its dumb ear 
caught me out on more than one occasion when I first put it to work. Failing to remember to bring some 
headphones to an interview to listen to the level and play back, I managed to record two hours of absolutely 
nothing. Soon I learned I didn’t need to listen to the play back in order to check that it was working. Rather keeping a 
knowing eye on the lights of its VU meter was enough to check the recording level. A few months ago I loaded it with 
four AA batteries and pushed the record button but it failed to click into life, no flicker of red light on the meter, the 
record button pushed back against my thumb. I pushed it again and again – each time more frantically than the last – 
attempting a mechanical version of CPR in a desperate attempt to revive the beloved device from its state of 
technological arrest. All to no avail: it was and has remained dead.  
 
I am of course making more of this for effect given the neat way my broken device connects with the issued raised in 
this book. Contained in the nostalgic attachment to a broken machine and the comfortable feel of its weathered 
case is something telling about the taken for granted norms of sociological craft. Over the past 50 years the habitual 
nature of our research practice has obscured serious attention to the precise nature of the devices used by social 
scientists (Platt 2002, Lee 2004).  For qualitative researchers the tape-recorder became the prime professional 
instrument intrinsically connected to capturing human voices on tape in the context of interviews. David Silverman 
argues that the reliance on these techniques has limited the sociological imagination: “Qualitative researchers’ 
almost Pavlovian tendency to identify research design with interviews has blinkered them to the possible gains of 
other kinds of data” (Silverman 2007: 42).  The strength of this impulse is widely evident from the methodological 

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/QW82FWTW6AX9ZDMKNSWS/full
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design of undergraduate dissertations to multi-million pound research grant applications. The result is a kind of 
inertia, as Roger Stack argues: “It would appear that after the invention of the tape-recorder, much of sociology took 
a deep sigh, sank back into the chair and decided to think very little about the potential of technology for the 
practical work of doing sociology” (Stack 1998: 1.10).  In this [paper] I want to assess the advantages and the 
limitations of the tape-recorder as a sociological device. It may be that – like my well-travelled machine – it is a 
device that has had its day.  In keeping with other chapters, I argue that it is timely to re-think the way we work 
because of the unprecedented opportunities available in a digital age to change the nature of the craft of research. 
Before discussing these new possibilities I want to give an account of the emergence of my device. 
 
Link to full article 
http://eprints.ncrm.ac.uk/1579/1/0810_broken_devices_Back.pdf  
 
 
A Qualitative Research Renaissance: Ten Years of the Morgan Centre  
By Les Back 
 
Summary 
This is the text of a talk given by Les Back (Goldsmiths) at the Morgan Centre ‘Summer Spectacular’ event on 6 July 
2016, Friends Meeting House, Manchester.  
 
Link to full article 
http://hummedia.manchester.ac.uk/schools/soss/morgancentre/connect/past-conferences/back-qualitative-
research-renaissance.pdf   

http://eprints.ncrm.ac.uk/1579/1/0810_broken_devices_Back.pdf
http://hummedia.manchester.ac.uk/schools/soss/morgancentre/connect/past-conferences/back-qualitative-research-renaissance.pdf
http://hummedia.manchester.ac.uk/schools/soss/morgancentre/connect/past-conferences/back-qualitative-research-renaissance.pdf
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Workshop 1b 
Revisiting Meritocracy: Inequality and Opportunity in Schools 

Sarah Cant 
11:15-12:30 

 
Raising the ‘Meritocracy’: Parenting and the Individualization of Social Class 
By Val Gillies 
Published in Sociology, 2005, Volume: 39 issue: 5, pg: 835-853 
 
Summary 
Theories of ‘individualization’ and ‘risk’ have shifted attention away from the material and structural roots 
of inequality and sanctioned a psychologized view of class distinctions in terms of personal qualities. This 
article will demonstrate how the association of disadvantage with a particular form of subjectivity is 
operationalized and institutionalized through a contemporary focus on childrearing practices. Discourses of 
‘social exclusion’ construct working-class families as lacking in personal skills and moral responsibility, 
destined to transfer disadvantage to their children in a ‘cycle of deprivation’. This view underpins the 
current UK policy focus on parenting, characterized by state efforts to regulate and control the way 
children are brought up. Drawing on qualitative research with parents across a wide range of social 
backgrounds, this article will show how such an approach fails to recognize the socially and materially 
grounded nature of childrearing. 
 
Link to full article 

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/IFFIZ7WX4ZVKYDWVSZU5/full 
**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
‘Like Skydiving without a Parachute’: How Class Origin Shapes Occupational Trajectories in British Acting 
By Sam Friedman, Dave O’Brien and Daniel Laurison 
Published in Sociology, 2017, Volume 51, Issue 5, pg: 992 –1010 
 
Summary 
There is currently widespread concern that access to, and success within, the British acting profession is increasingly 
dominated by those from privileged class origins. This article seeks to empirically interrogate this claim using data on 
actors from the Great British Class Survey (N = 404) and 47 qualitative interviews. First, survey data demonstrate 
that actors from working-class origins are significantly underrepresented within the profession. Second, they 
indicate that even when those from working-class origins do enter the profession they do not have access to the 
same economic, cultural and social capital as those from privileged backgrounds. Third, and most significantly, 
qualitative interviews reveal how these capitals shape the way actors can respond to shared occupational 
challenges.  In particular, we demonstrate the profound occupational advantages afforded to actors who can draw 
upon familial economic resources, legitimate embodied markers of class origin (such as Received Pronunciation) and 
a favourable typecasting.  
 
Link to full article 

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/YEUZ8FKWCDA7CIQFAWFT/full 
**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
  

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/IFFIZ7WX4ZVKYDWVSZU5/full
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/YEUZ8FKWCDA7CIQFAWFT/full
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Social Class Origin and Assortative Mating in Britain, 1949–2010 
By Ursula Henz and Colin Mills 
Published in Sociology, 2018 Volume: 52 issue: 6, page(s): 1217-1236 
 
Summary 
This article examines trends in assortative mating in Britain over the last 60 years. Assortative mating is the 
tendency for like to form a conjugal partnership with like. Our focus is on the association between the 
social class origins of the partners. The propensity towards assortative mating is taken as an index of the 
openness of society which we regard as a macro level aspect of social inequality. There is some evidence 
that the propensity for partners to come from similar class backgrounds declined during the 1960s. 
Thereafter, there was a period of 40 years of remarkable stability during which the propensity towards 
assortative mating fluctuated trendlessly within quite narrow limits. This picture of stability over time in 
social openness parallels the well-established facts about intergenerational social class mobility in Britain. 
 
Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/W2VVS8A9ZSD68NPASERA/full 
**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
 

  

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/W2VVS8A9ZSD68NPASERA/full
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Workshop 3a 
‘Only Connect’: Migration, Mobilities and Globalisation 

Bridget Anderson 
2:00-3:15 

 
‘Global Inequality: From Class to Location, from Proletarian to Migrant’  
By Branko Milanovic 
Published in 2011, World Bank Policy Research Working Paper 5820 
 
Summary 
Inequality between world citizens in mid-19th century was such that at least a half of it could be explained 
by income differences between workers and capital-owners in individual countries. Real income of workers 
in most countries was similar and low. This was the basis on which Marxism built its universal appeal. More 
than 150 years later, in the early 21st century, the situation has changed fundamentally: more than 80 
percent of global income differences is due to large gaps in mean incomes between countries, and 
unskilled workers’ wages in rich and poor countries often differ by a factor of 10 to 1. This is the basis on 
which a new global political issue of migration has emerged because income differences between countries 
make individual gains from migration large. The key coming issue will be how to deal with this challenge 
while acknowledging that migration is probably the most powerful tool for reducing global poverty and 
inequality. 
 
Too often migration is seen as a standalone political problem for states in the Global North. I’ve selected 
this paper because it sets migration in the context of global political economy. 
 
Link to full article 
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/827451468315337249/pdf/WPS5820.pdf  
 
 
‘Racism, Crisis, Brexit’  
By Satnam Virdee and Brendan McGeever 
Published in Ethnic and Racial Studies, 2017, Volume 41, Issue 10, pg: 1802-1819 
 
Summary 
This article offers a conjunctural analysis of the financial and political crisis within which Brexit occurred with a 
specific attentiveness to race and racism. Brexit and its aftermath have been overdetermined by racism, including 
racist violence. We suggest that the Leave campaign secured its victory by bringing together two contradictory but 
inter-locking visions. The first comprises an imperial longing to restore Britain’s place in the world as primus inter 
pares that occludes any coming to terms with the corrosive legacies of colonial conquest and racist subjugation. The 
second takes the form of an insular, Powellite narrative of island retreat from a “globalizing” world, one that is no 
longer recognizably “British”. Further, the article argues that an invisible driver of the Brexit vote and its racist 
aftermath has been a politicization of Englishness. We conclude by outlining some resources of hope that could 
potentially help to negotiate the current emergency. 
 
I’ve selected this paper because it illustrates how migration and race are connected through nation and Empire, and 
how this became manifest in debates around Brexit. 
 
Link to full article 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01419870.2017.1361544  

 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/827451468315337249/pdf/WPS5820.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01419870.2017.1361544
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Methodological Nationalism and Beyond: Nation State Building, Migration and the Social Sciences 
By Andreas Wimmer and Nina Glick Schiller  
Published in Global Networks, 2002, Volume 2, Issue 4, pg: 301-334  
 
Summary 
Methodological nationalism is understood as the assumption that the nation/state/society is the natural social and 
political form of the modern world. We distinguish three modes of methodological nationalism that have 
characterized mainstream social science, and then show how these have influenced research on migration. We 
discover parallels between nationalist thinking and the conceptualization of migration in postwar social sciences. In a 
historical tour d’horizon, we show that this mainstream concept has developed in close interaction with nation–state 
building processes in the West and the role that immigration and integration policies have played within them. The 
shift towards a study of ‘transnational communities’— the last phase in this process — was more a consequence of 
an epistemic move away from methodological nationalism than of the appearance of new objects of observation. 
The article concludes by recommending new concepts for analysis that, on the one hand, are not coloured by 
methodological nationalism and, on the other hand, go beyond the fluidism of much contemporary social theory. 
 
This paper sets out the problem of methodological nationalism and makes visible why it is such a challenge to the 
social sciences in general and migration in particular. 
 

Link to full article 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1471-0374.00043 

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019.  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1471-0374.00043
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Workshop 3b 
Engaging with Criminology: Theory, Approaches and Practice 

Aaron Winter 
2:00-3:15 

 
Hate Crime 
Imran Awan. 2015. Islamophobia goes Viral. Hate Crimes on the Internet. Discover Society. 
https://discoversociety.org/2015/10/06/islamophobia-goes-viral-hate-crimes-on-the-internet/ 
 
Aurelien Mondon and Aaron Winter. 2017. Normalized Hate. Jacobin. 
https://jacobinmag.com/2017/08/islamophobia-racism-uk-far-right 
 
Louise Mullany and Loretta Trickett. 2018. Misogyny hate crime: new research reveals true scale of issue – and how 
the public are united against it. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/misogyny-hate-crime-new-research-
reveals-true-scale-of-issue-and-how-the-public-are-united-against-it-100265 
 
Migration and Asylum 
Monish Bhatia. 2017. Racist Hate Crimes against those Seeking Asylum. Border Criminologies, Oxford University. 
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-
criminologies/blog/2017/05/racist-hate 
 
Victoria Canning. 2016. The Criminalisation of Asylum: http://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-
policy-people/timeline-the-criminalisation-asylum#1 
 
Gender  
Lucy Baldwin. 2018. Prison does profound harm to mothers and their children – even after sentences of a few weeks. 
The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/prison-does-profound-harm-to-mothers-and-their-children-even-
after-sentences-of-a-few-weeks-99039 
 
Susan Watson. 2019. Analysis shows horrifying extent of abuse sent to women MPs via Twitter. The Conversation. 
https://theconversation.com/analysis-shows-horrifying-extent-of-abuse-sent-to-women-mps-via-twitter-126166 
 
Childhood/Youth  
Claire Fitzpatrick. 2016. Why have so many people in prison spent time in care as children? The Conversation. 
https://theconversation.com/why-have-so-many-people-in-prison-spent-time-in-care-as-children-66941 
 
Jo Deakin. 2019. Treating young people like criminals actually makes violent crime worse. The Conversation. 
https://theconversation.com/treating-young-people-like-criminals-actually-makes-violent-crime-worse-91723 
 
Race/Racism 
Anthony Gunter. 2015 ‘Keeping It Real’: The experiences of Black youth beyond Criminal (In)Justice statistics. 
Criminal Justice Matters. https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/publications/cjm/article/%E2%80%98keeping-it-
real%E2%80%99-experiences-black-youth-beyond-criminal-injustice 
 
Ben Bowling. 2018. Stephen Lawrence: his death changed British law forever but trust in police has yet to recover. 
The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/stephen-lawrence-his-death-changed-british-law-forever-but-trust-
in-police-has-yet-to-recover-95091 
 
See also: Selections from The Runnymede Trust Report on Institutional Racism 
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/EthnicProfiling-2010.pdf 
 

https://discoversociety.org/2015/10/06/islamophobia-goes-viral-hate-crimes-on-the-internet/
https://jacobinmag.com/2017/08/islamophobia-racism-uk-far-right
https://theconversation.com/misogyny-hate-crime-new-research-reveals-true-scale-of-issue-and-how-the-public-are-united-against-it-100265
https://theconversation.com/misogyny-hate-crime-new-research-reveals-true-scale-of-issue-and-how-the-public-are-united-against-it-100265
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-criminologies/blog/2017/05/racist-hate
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-criminologies/blog/2017/05/racist-hate
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/timeline-the-criminalisation-asylum#1
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/timeline-the-criminalisation-asylum#1
https://theconversation.com/prison-does-profound-harm-to-mothers-and-their-children-even-after-sentences-of-a-few-weeks-99039
https://theconversation.com/prison-does-profound-harm-to-mothers-and-their-children-even-after-sentences-of-a-few-weeks-99039
https://theconversation.com/analysis-shows-horrifying-extent-of-abuse-sent-to-women-mps-via-twitter-126166
https://theconversation.com/why-have-so-many-people-in-prison-spent-time-in-care-as-children-66941
https://theconversation.com/treating-young-people-like-criminals-actually-makes-violent-crime-worse-91723
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/publications/cjm/article/%E2%80%98keeping-it-real%E2%80%99-experiences-black-youth-beyond-criminal-injustice
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/publications/cjm/article/%E2%80%98keeping-it-real%E2%80%99-experiences-black-youth-beyond-criminal-injustice
https://theconversation.com/stephen-lawrence-his-death-changed-british-law-forever-but-trust-in-police-has-yet-to-recover-95091
https://theconversation.com/stephen-lawrence-his-death-changed-british-law-forever-but-trust-in-police-has-yet-to-recover-95091
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/EthnicProfiling-2010.pdf
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Knife/gang crime 
Selected Readings from: 2019. Knife crime: causes and solutions – editors’ guide to what our academic experts say. 
The Conversation: https://theconversation.com/knife-crime-causes-and-solutions-editors-guide-to-what-our-
academic-experts-say-113318 
 
Prisons and Punishment  
Yvonne Jewkes and Kate Gooch. How lessons in Scandinavian design could help prisons with rehabilitation. The 
Conversation. https://theconversation.com/how-lessons-in-scandinavian-design-could-help-prisons-with-
rehabilitation-106554 
 
Fergus McNeill. 2019. Pervasive Punishment: Making Sense of ‘Mass Supervision’. Discover Society. 
https://discoversociety.org/2019/01/02/pervasive-punishment-making-sense-of-mass-supervision/ 
 
Policing 
Sarah Pickard. 2018. Spies, kettling and repression - how British policing became militarised. Open Democracy. 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/state-control-and-repression-of-dissent-in-britain-through-legislation-and-
policing-me/ 
 
Mike Schwartz. 2019. ‘Serious disruption to the life of the community’ - policing of the Extinction Rebellion protests. 
Open Democracy. https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/openjustice/thoughts-on-the-policing-of-the-extinction-
rebellion-protests/ 
 
Technology  
Mike Rowe. 2018. AI profiling: the social and moral hazards of ‘predictive’ policing. The Conversation. 
https://theconversation.com/ai-profiling-the-social-and-moral-hazards-of-predictive-policing-92960 
 
Jakob Demant, Silje A. Bakken, Sidsel K. Harder, and Kathrine Elmose. 2019. Digital Transgression and the Changing 
Nature of Crime. Discover Society. https://discoversociety.org/2019/06/05/focus-digital-transgression-and-the-
changing-nature-of-crime/ 
 
Popular Culture and Moral Panics 
Lambros Fatsis. 2019. Now that Grime is ‘Pop’, when will the panic about Drill music stop? Discover Society. 
https://discoversociety.org/2019/08/07/viewpoint-now-that-grime-is-pop-when-will-the-panic-about-drill-music-
stop/ 
 
In the context of the forthcoming election and comparative/ideological analysis:   
Frances Crook. 2015. UK Election: Crime & Justice, what do the parties offer? Open Democracy. 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/shine-a-light/uk-election-crime-justice-what-do-parties-offer/ 
 
Podcasts 
Surviving Society:  
Adam Elliott-Cooper on Policing, Racism and Drill 
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e029-adam-elliot-cooper-policing-politics-and-drill-music 
 
Chloe Peacock on riots and Criminal Justice 
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e057-chloe-peacock-criminal-justice-responses-to-the-riots-2011 
 
Yusef Bakkali on road life 
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e049-dr-yusef-road-life-street-culture-the-munpain 
 
Aaron Winter on the far right 
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e037-surviving-society-with-the-bsa-aaron-winter 
 

https://theconversation.com/knife-crime-causes-and-solutions-editors-guide-to-what-our-academic-experts-say-113318
https://theconversation.com/knife-crime-causes-and-solutions-editors-guide-to-what-our-academic-experts-say-113318
https://theconversation.com/how-lessons-in-scandinavian-design-could-help-prisons-with-rehabilitation-106554
https://theconversation.com/how-lessons-in-scandinavian-design-could-help-prisons-with-rehabilitation-106554
https://discoversociety.org/2019/01/02/pervasive-punishment-making-sense-of-mass-supervision/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/state-control-and-repression-of-dissent-in-britain-through-legislation-and-policing-me/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/state-control-and-repression-of-dissent-in-britain-through-legislation-and-policing-me/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/openjustice/thoughts-on-the-policing-of-the-extinction-rebellion-protests/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/openjustice/thoughts-on-the-policing-of-the-extinction-rebellion-protests/
https://theconversation.com/ai-profiling-the-social-and-moral-hazards-of-predictive-policing-92960
https://discoversociety.org/2019/06/05/focus-digital-transgression-and-the-changing-nature-of-crime/
https://discoversociety.org/2019/06/05/focus-digital-transgression-and-the-changing-nature-of-crime/
https://discoversociety.org/2019/08/07/viewpoint-now-that-grime-is-pop-when-will-the-panic-about-drill-music-stop/
https://discoversociety.org/2019/08/07/viewpoint-now-that-grime-is-pop-when-will-the-panic-about-drill-music-stop/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/shine-a-light/uk-election-crime-justice-what-do-parties-offer/
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e029-adam-elliot-cooper-policing-politics-and-drill-music
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e057-chloe-peacock-criminal-justice-responses-to-the-riots-2011
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e049-dr-yusef-road-life-street-culture-the-munpain
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e037-surviving-society-with-the-bsa-aaron-winter
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Also check out the following podcasts: 
Talking Terror 
https://soundcloud.com/user-366747443 
 
Conversations with Criminologists 
https://www.ucc.ie/en/criminology/podcast/ 
 
What’s the Noise 
https://mytuner-radio.com/podcast/whats-that-noise-podcast-derek-silva-and-tommy-cooke-1364610122 
 
Sociology Journal 
https://audiomack.com/artist/sociologyjnl 
 
Academic Articles 
 
‘Menacing Youth’ and ‘Broken Families’: A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Reporting of the 2011 English Riots in 
the Daily Express Using Moral Panic Theory 
By Jasbinder S. Nijjar 
Published in Sociological Research Online, 2015, Volume 20, Issue 4, pg: 1-12 
 
Summary 
This paper utilises moral panic theory and critical discourse analysis to examine the coverage of the 2011 English 
riots in the British newspaper, the Daily Express. Findings show that the Daily Express drew on two previous moral 
panics concerning youngsters and family life to diagnose the riots as a consequence of youth criminality and poor 
parenting. The newspaper identified young people as folk devils of the unrest by adopting discourses which vilified 
them, their behaviour and choice of clothing. Furthermore, the Daily Express exaggerated the severity of the 
disorder by describing it as war and mass murder to reinforce to its readers the supposed threat posed by young 
people to social relations. Additionally, the newspaper supported politicians who denied structural determinants as 
causes of the unrest and, instead, blamed micro issues including a decline in ‘traditional’ family life and morals and 
discipline among youngsters. While some suggest that folk devils are now defended by experts, the Daily Express 
gave column inches to expert commentators who also pinpointed young people and poor parenting as causes of the 
disorder. This paper proposes that future research on media coverage of social problems might, in addition to 
exploring whether the reporting of an issue identifies new anxieties and concerns, examine the extent to which 
media institutions draw on and modify discourses concerning previous and familiar social anxieties in order to 
interpret and frame a social problem. 
 

Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/9MSCHYWTMTKVEYXAVZJI/full  

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
Turning Asylum Seekers into ‘Dangerous Criminals’: Experiences of the Criminal Justice System of Those Seeking 
Sanctuary 
By Monish Bhatia 
Published in International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, 2015, Volume 4, Issue 3, pg:97‐111 
 
Summary 
Since the events of 9/11 in the US in 2001 and, four years later, the 7/7 London bombings in the UK, warnings of 
terrorist attacks are high on the public agenda in many western countries. Politicians and tabloid press in the UK 
have continued to make direct and indirect connections between asylum seekers, terrorism and crime. This has 
increasingly resulted in harsh policy responses to restrict the movement of ‘third-world’ nationals, criminalisation of 
immigration and asylum policy, and making the violation of immigration laws punishable through criminal courts. 
This paper largely highlights the narratives of five asylum seekers who committed ‘crime’ by breaching immigration 

https://soundcloud.com/user-366747443
https://www.ucc.ie/en/criminology/podcast/
https://mytuner-radio.com/podcast/whats-that-noise-podcast-derek-silva-and-tommy-cooke-1364610122
https://audiomack.com/artist/sociologyjnl
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/9MSCHYWTMTKVEYXAVZJI/full
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laws and were consequently treated as ‘dangerous criminals’ by the state authorities. More importantly it shows 
how these individuals experienced this treatment. The aim of this paper is to give voice to the victims of state abuse, 
claim space for victim agency, gather victim testimonies, challenge official explanations and in the process confront 
criminal and racist state practices. 
 
Link to full article 
https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/771  
 
 
Policing the Beats: The Criminalisation of UK Drill and Grime Music by the London Metropolitan Police 
Lambros Fatsis 
Published in The Sociological Review, 2019, Volume 67, Issue 6, pg: 1300-1316 
 
Summary 
As debates on the rise of violent crime in London unfold, UK drill music is routinely accused of encouraging criminal 
behaviour among young Black Britons from deprived areas of the capital. Following a series of bans against drill 
music videos and the imposition of Criminal Behaviour Orders and gang injunctions against drill artists, discussions 
on the defensibility of such measures call for urgent, yet hitherto absent, sociological reflections on a topical issue. 
This article attempts to fill this gap, by demonstrating how UK drill and earlier Black music genres, like grime, have 
been criminalised and policed in ways that question the legitimacy of and reveal the discriminatory nature of 
policing young Black people by the London Metropolitan Police as the coercive arm of the British state. Drawing on 
the concept of racial neoliberalism, the policing of drill will be approached theoretically as an expression of the 
discriminatory politics that neoliberal economics facilitates in order to exclude those who the state deems 
undesirable or undeserving of its protection. 
 

Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/4CK2YPM82E7GEV4PKG9D/full 

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
'Home Game': Domestic Abuse and Football 
By Oona Brooks-Hay and N. Lombard.  
Published in the Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 2018, Volume 2, Number 1, pg: 93-108(16) 
 
Summary 
Increased reports of domestic violence and abuse (DVA) following football matches have been documented, within 
both quantitative studies and the media, leading to questions about the policy and practice responses required. 
However, qualitative research facilitating understanding of the apparent link between football and DVA is lacking. 
Drawing upon research with key stakeholders across England and Scotland, this paper provides a rare insight into 
their understanding of the contested and complex relationship between football and DVA, including the role of 
contributory and confounding factors such as alcohol, match expectations, masculinity, entitlement and permissions. 
It is argued that while football may provide a potential platform for challenging DVA, focusing on football (or other 
specific factors or events) as causative risks re-incidentalising DVA and detaching it from feminist frameworks that 
have established DVA as a sustained behaviour grounded in gendered inequalities. This paper concludes by 
considering the broader conceptual implications of these findings for future research, policy and practice. 
 
Link to full article 
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/search/article?option2=author&value2=Oona+Brooks-
Hay&freetype=unlimited&sortDescending=true&sortField=default&pageSize=10&index=1#expand/collapse  
 
 
 

https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/771
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/4CK2YPM82E7GEV4PKG9D/full
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/search/article?option2=author&value2=Oona+Brooks-Hay&freetype=unlimited&sortDescending=true&sortField=default&pageSize=10&index=1#expand/collapse
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/search/article?option2=author&value2=Oona+Brooks-Hay&freetype=unlimited&sortDescending=true&sortField=default&pageSize=10&index=1#expand/collapse
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‘It’s a Profession, it Isn’t a Job’: Police Officers’ Views on the Professionalisation of Policing in England 
By Karen Lumsden 
Published in Sociological Research Online, 2017, Volume: 22, Issue 3, pg: 4-20 
 
Summary 
This article focuses on police officers’ views on the professionalisation of policing in England against a backdrop of 
government reforms to policing via establishment of the College of Policing, evidence-based policing, and a period of 
austerity. Police officers view professionalisation as linked to top-down government reforms, education and 
recruitment, building of an evidence-base, and ethics of policing (Peelian principles). These elements are further 
entangled with new public management principles, highlighting the ways in which professionalism can be used as a 
technology of control to discipline workers. There are tensions between the government’s top-down drive for police 
organisations to professionalise and officers’ bottom-up views on policing as an established profession. Data are 
presented from qualitative interviews with 15 police officers and staff in England. 
 

Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/EKMACQICMIMYVRTGHDVH/full 

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
Dying to Live: Youth Violence and the Munpain 
By Yusef Bakkali 
Published in The Sociological Review, 2019, Volume 67, Issue 6, pg: 1317-1332 
 
Summary 
This article engages with accounts of the everyday experiences of young adults living in London who have been 
involved with road life (street culture) and how their narratives might help us to better understand issues of youth 
violence in the UK. Through an exploration of their experiences, this article argues that deeply embedded structural 
contradictions are leaving a generation of marginalised young people dying to live as they become locked in an 
existential struggle against a sense of malaise permeating many of their everyday experiences. These experiences of 
social suffering are conceptualised through ‘the munpain’. The munpain is a psychosocial concept which articulates 
the impact of structurally routed violence, inherent in late-modern neoliberal states, within the everyday lives of 
marginalised young adults living in a contemporary urban context. This article draws on interview data from two 
young men, Stephen and T, who have both been victims of knife crime and have spent much of their lives involved 
with youth groups self-identifying as gangs. In this article, I demonstrate some of the often unspoken struggles that 
saturate their lives. These experiences induce agentic responses as people seek to alleviate their suffering, at times 
affecting them in ways that lead to acts of violence. Moreover, I also elaborate on the inductive methodological 
approach employed to denote how ‘the munpain’ was developed while working alongside marginalised young 
adults. 
 

Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/UE4KQCAYFCYR78MUYBNJ/full  

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/EKMACQICMIMYVRTGHDVH/full
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/UE4KQCAYFCYR78MUYBNJ/full
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Characterising Citizenship: Race, Criminalisation and the Extension of Internal Borders 
By Nisha Kapoor and Kasia Narkowicz 
Published in Sociology, 2019, Volume 53, Issue 4, pg: 652-670 
 
 
 
Summary 
Citizenship in the UK has in recent times been explicitly framed as a privilege not a right, granted selectively and 
withdrawn from some. There are several criteria that assist the government in distinguishing those deserving of 
British citizenship from those undeserving, one of the key ones being ‘character’. The ‘bad character’ criterion can 
apply for multiple reasons from inconsistencies in immigration paperwork to direct or indirect political associations 
with a range of disavowed political groups. Although not new, ‘bad character’ has become a principle reason for 
citizenship refusals in recent years, though has received little academic scrutiny. By bringing together quantitative 
and qualitative data on citizenship refusals, the article maps the scale of this measure, outlining what it means and 
to whom it applies. It argues that the ‘bad character’ criterion operates as a racialised exclusionary mechanism that 
constitutes a new set of amorphous restrictions upon the lives of non-white denizens. 
 

Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/VVD7HBMYYSUGI3UDCJE7/full 

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/VVD7HBMYYSUGI3UDCJE7/full
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Plenary Lecture 

Gender in the 21st Century 
Stevi Jackson 

3:45-4:30 
 

Intersectionality and Feminist Politics 
By Nira Yuval-Davis 
Published in European Journal of Women’s Studies, 2006, Volume: 13 issue: 3, pg: 193-209 
 
Summary 
This article explores various analytical issues involved in conceptualizing the interrelationships of gender, class, race 
and ethnicity and other social divisions. It compares the debate on these issues that took place in Britain in the 1980s 
and around the 2001 UN World Conference Against Racism. It examines issues such as the relative helpfulness of 
additive or mutually constitutive models of intersectional social divisions; the different analytical levels at which 
social divisions need to be studied, their ontological base and their relations to each other. The final section of the 
article attempts critically to assess a specific intersectional methodological approach for engaging in aid and human 
rights work in the South. 
 
I have chosen this article because intersectionality has become a central concept in academic work on gender and 
within feminist activism, yet it is often poorly understood and misused. In the first part of this article, Nira- Yuval 
Davis provides a very clear discussion of the concept and a sound argument on its usage. 
 
Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/YKRE95IRFTYH9N4WSHGA/full 
**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
Global Female Masculinities 
By Judith Halberstam 
Published in Sexualities, 2012, Volume 15, Issue: 3-4, pg: 336-354 
 
Summary 
In this essay, I discuss the subtle discursive shifts which have made transgenderism in the USA and Europe into 
simultaneously a mark of the historically specific definitional cleaving of homosexuality from gender variance, a 
trendy and stylistic shift from gender androgyny within lesbian communities to gender variance within gender-queer 
communities, a sign of an internal split within feminism between the stabilization of the category of woman and the 
undermining of the coherence of the category within queer theory. At the same time, I show how transgenderism 
has been installed within a “global gay” system as part of the hegemony of US taxonomies – the addition of “T” to 
the acronym “LGBT” allows for the neat division and explanation of a very wide range of translocal phenomena in 
terms of the US model. So, how are we to understand and explain the impact of transgenderism upon not only 
traditional gendering but also upon queer communities and even on the ebb and flow of sexual and gender 
definition globally? 
 
Issues around trans* are often subject to heated debate, especially around trans women. This article, however, 
focuses on female masculinity and raises some interesting issues about gender and applying western ideas of gender 
to other cultures. 
 
Link to full article 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/DDIGBSRPJYFTSFKRUVZU/full 

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019.  

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/YKRE95IRFTYH9N4WSHGA/full
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/DDIGBSRPJYFTSFKRUVZU/full
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Leaving the West, Rejoining the East? Gender and Family in Japan’s Semi-Compressed Modernity 
By Emiko Ochiai 
Published in International Sociology, 2014, Volume 29, Issue 3, pg: 209-228 
 
Summary 
Japan has moved in a different direction from the West since the 1970s in terms of family and gender role changes. 
The purpose of this article is to place Japan’s path in a global context and to clarify the factors that made it diverge 
from the Western path, and to consider if it is becoming closer to the path taken by other Asian countries. A 
characteristic shared by Japan and other Asian countries is that, even though dramatic demographic changes have 
occurred, the institution of marriage remains intact. Nevertheless, in contrast to the other Asian countries, which 
had experienced a compressed modernity and developed liberal familialism in response to the pressures of 
globalization, Japan had leeway in its semi-compressed modernity to carry out familialist reforms in the 1980s that 
solidified the family system of the first modernity. It is too simple to say that Japan has rejoined Asia. 
 
In my talk I want to consider how we think about gender issues beyond the ‘West’ or Global North. This article by a 
prominent Japanese sociologist challenges some of the assumptions made about the consequences of late modern 
social life for gender relations. 
 
Link to full article 

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/7SBECIAKKKYVJ98HPPBD/full 
**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019. 
 
 
  

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/7SBECIAKKKYVJ98HPPBD/full
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Additional Resource: 
 
Popular but Peripheral: The Ambivalent Status of Sociology Education in Schools in England 
By Sarah Cant, Mike Savage and Anwesa Chatterjee 
Published Online First in Sociology, 1 July 2019 
 
Summary 
This article reports the largest UK study of sociology school teachers’ views of the discipline. Drawing on the 
sociology of the professions, we reflect on the ambivalent positioning of sociology in schools. Despite buoyant 
uptake, teachers claim that sociology is perceived as dated and has lower status than other elective courses, often 
described as a ‘soft’ and ‘easy’ subject that anyone can teach. While many students are reported to benefit from the 
transformative education that sociology affords, the failure to designate the subject as facilitating entry to higher 
status universities serves to further marginalise the discipline. We argue that sociology in schools is weakly bounded, 
poorly supported and lacks strong professional coherence. While this allows sociology to have an open, critical and 
reflexive character, it comes at the price of not being able to control delivery in schools and make claims for high 
status. 
 
Link to full article: 
https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/KI2MIBHMKQ2RNB8GCTZ7/full 

**Please note that this article can be accessed freely until 31 December 2019.  

https://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/KI2MIBHMKQ2RNB8GCTZ7/full
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BSA A Level Student Sociology Competition 2019-2020 
 

Win an iPad Mini for you and £500 for your school! 

 

If you are aged 16-19 and would like to take part in a project which can potentially be included as part of 

your coursework, you could win yourself a fabulous Apple iPad Mini, as well as £500 for your school!  

We invite you to conduct and submit research on the following: ‘How can sociology contribute to the 

understanding of Love Island/Brexit/Extinction Rebellion (choose one)?’ 

What are you interested in? How does this relate to the above and use sociology to answer the question as 

part of a research project? 

Entries are expected to refer to results obtained from their own primary method of research using a suitable 
sample. This could be an observation, an interview, a questionnaire based study. All research carried out 
for this competition has to abide the ethical guidelines of research, as stated at: 
www.britsoc.co.uk/media/24310/bsa_statement_of_ethical_practice.pdf. If you have any questions 
regarding the competition criteria, please contact the BSA Membership Team. 

The BSA A Level Competition, is open to anyone currently studying at A level, A/S level, Scottish Higher 

Level or equivalent post-16 qualifications in Sociology and we encourage you to be as creative as possible 

with your answers! The closing date for entries is Monday, 16 December 2019, 4pm.  

How to enter:  

Download an entry form from the BSA website: www.britsoc.co.uk/groups/special-interest-groups/teaching-

group/competition/. Please email your entry with a completed entry form to enquiries@britsoc.org.uk or 

post it to: BSA Membership Team, British Sociological Association, Chancery Court, Belmont 

Business Park, Belmont, Durham DH1 1TW. 

 

Terms and conditions: 

 Entries must be accompanied by confirmation from a Sociology teacher that it is the work of the pupil.  

 Entries must be lone submissions (not joint). 

 Reports must be around 2,000 words (excluding bibliography, figures, tables etc.) 

 Entries submitted in the form of a video or podcast must not exceed 10 minutes. 

 We reserve the right to check submitted works for plagiarism using online tools. 

 Reference to other scholars (including teachers, books, articles and websites) should be acknowledged. 

 All work must be written or presented in the English language. 

 The judges’ decision is final and we reserve the right to publish your entry with your permission. 

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/media/24310/bsa_statement_of_ethical_practice.pdf
mailto:enquiries@britsoc.org.uk?subject=BSA%20A-Level%20Competition
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/groups/special-interest-groups/teaching-group/competition/
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/groups/special-interest-groups/teaching-group/competition/
mailto:enquiries@britsoc.org.uk

