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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to 
approach the assessment but do illustrate how the mark 
scheme has been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-geography-h481.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should also 
be read in conjunction with the June 2019 Examiners’ 
report or Report to Centres available from Interchange 
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
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Introducing the Independent Investigation

This A Level resource has been produced to support 
teachers and students with the Independent Investigation. 
This resource includes a candidate’s investigation from 
the 2019 submission as well as a commentary from a 
Moderation Team Leader. The mark recording sheet is 
incorporated to support teachers in understanding  
how the marking criteria has been applied.

This is one of four investigations which cover a variety 
of topic contexts, including Earth’s Life Support Systems 
and Changing Spaces; Making Places. The Independent 
Investigations can be related to any area of the specification, 
we have selected these to show a variety of different styles. 
These investigation exemplars can be used alongside the 
exemplars from 2018 which are available on the A Level 
qualification page www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-
level/geography-h081-h481-from-2016/assessment/.

These investigations have been marked and moderated 
by centres which is reflected in the mark recording sheets. 
The specification explains that marking should be a ‘best 
fit’ principle. The extent to which the work meets all of 
the requirements of a level descriptor will determine 
its placement within that level (page 58). All of the 
investigations include mark recording sheets that have  
been annotated by the centres, this ensures an evidence 
base for marking and helps support moderation as it  
is clear why the candidate has been awarded the mark.

To support teachers with the Non-Exam Assessment 
(NEA) component, each centre will receive a Moderators 
Report which will focus on three key areas of feedback – 
administration of the NEA, interpretation of the marking 
criteria and feedback on the moderated sample. This 
centre specific feedback can be used in conjunction with 
the Examiners Report for 2019 (interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Downloads/H481_04_05_MR_June19_FINAL.pdf ) 

A Level non-exam assessment (NEA) forms

For the purpose of marking (internal) and moderation 
(internal and external), the following three documents  
must be included with each candidate’s work:

• Independent investigation proposal form – this  
must be signed by the teacher

• Mark recording sheet

• Candidate record form and centre declaration –  
signed by the candidate and teacher.

All of these documents can be found on the A Level 
geography page within Assessment and Forms.

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/geography-
h081-h481-from-2016/assessment/

We have a number of resources and CPD materials to 
support the Independent investigation and these include:

Support resources

• Independent Investigation outcomes – Autumn 
2018 (www.ocr.org.uk/Images/521840-independent-
investigation-outcomes-autumn-2018.pdf ). 

• Joint Exam Board – Frequently Asked Questions 
(www.ocr.org.uk/Images/386111-a-level-geography-
independent-investigation-faq-s.pdf ) 

• Guide to developing titles and completing the 
proposal form (www.ocr.org.uk/Images/396138-a-
level-geography-independent-investigation-guide-to-
developing-titles-and-completing-the-proposal-form.
pdf ) 

• A student’s guide to the Independent Investigation 
(www.ocr.org.uk/Images/390518-independent-
investigation-student-guide.pdf )

CPD

• Developing a deeper understanding of the A 
Level Independent Investigation (www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/professional-development/events/
mastercoursecode-HFGGAJ/ ) 

• Independent Investigation Feedback and Effective 
Marking (www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-
development/events/mastercoursecode-HFGGAC/) 

If you need any further support or advice then please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with the Geography Subject Advisor 
geography@ocr.org.uk 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/geography-h081-h481-from-2016/assessment/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/geography-h081-h481-from-2016/assessment/
http://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Downloads/H481_04_05_MR_June19_FINAL.pdf
http://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Downloads/H481_04_05_MR_June19_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/geography-h081-h481-from-2016/assessment/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/geography-h081-h481-from-2016/assessment/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/521840-independent-investigation-outcomes-autumn-2018.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/521840-independent-investigation-outcomes-autumn-2018.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/386111-a-level-geography-independent-investigation-faq-s.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/386111-a-level-geography-independent-investigation-faq-s.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/396138-a-level-geography-independent-investigation-guide-to-developing-titles-and-completing-the-proposal-form.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/396138-a-level-geography-independent-investigation-guide-to-developing-titles-and-completing-the-proposal-form.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/396138-a-level-geography-independent-investigation-guide-to-developing-titles-and-completing-the-proposal-form.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/396138-a-level-geography-independent-investigation-guide-to-developing-titles-and-completing-the-proposal-form.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/390518-independent-investigation-student-guide.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/390518-independent-investigation-student-guide.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/mastercoursecode-HFGGAJ/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/mastercoursecode-HFGGAJ/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/mastercoursecode-HFGGAJ/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/mastercoursecode-HFGGAC/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/events/mastercoursecode-HFGGAC/


Independent Investigation Exemplar 1

5

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2020

Independent Investigation marking 
commentary

Please note, page numbers referenced in this commentary refer to the page numbers on the candidate project, rather than the 
page numbers for this document. The project work provided in this document includes the original page numbers for the work.

Proposal Form – general comments

• Clear identification of where this title fits with the specification. 

• The title may result in a very narrative response; however the candidate uses a variety of questions to help  
explore the title further. The teacher approval could comment on the questions posed to help explore the  
title. There is opportunity to identify a clear geographical area to study here. 

• The investigation focus is clear and contains evidence of understanding the background to the study area. 

• The teacher has opportunity here to give general guidance to the candidate and it is good practice to discuss  
any issues regarding risk assessment.

• There were opportunities for the candidate to have a sharper focus within the planned methodology – for 
example there needs to be clarification about the survey on people. It is helpful if part of the teacher approval 
acknowledges this type of survey and gives clear guidelines for ethical and safety issues which may result.  

• The centre submitted two copies of the proposal form. Only one proposal form needs to be completed,  
at the start of the process. Amendments to the investigation can be reflected on within the evaluation  
section of the report

Section 1: Planning, purpose and introduction (Level 3, 7 marks)

• The teacher’s comments are aided by the fact the candidate has used page numberings. Therefore, it is clear 
where the teacher is getting their evidence from for the level given. 

• The plan is very clear, and the candidate justifies the investigation, as well as giving it excellent contextualisation 
on page 2. This depth of justification fits the Level 3 criterion.

• The research questions are identified clearly at the start of this section, though it would have been beneficial  
for this to be formed as a result of the subsequent discussion and not prior to it. 

• The local context identifying an individual topic is clear and is appropriately defined within the wider research 
framework.  The location of Sullington Warren on page 3 is clear. This aerial photograph places the report in an 
appropriate geographical location. 

• The reference to literature, which helps to inform the report appropriately, places the report within geographical 
theory.  It is pleasing to see that the candidate has used references to literature throughout their report, and it is 
not just a stand-alone entry here.  
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Section 2: Data information collection methods and sampling framework (Level 3, 7 marks)

• The candidate justifies the sampling methodology, for example, page 7 states the length of the transect, and 
justifies this. They also explain why a transect was used. They are aware of limitations, such as ideally they would 
need to use multiple transects. 

• They also show understanding of how ethical issues and considerations affect the location of where the transect 
can be placed. 

• The data design is clearly appropriate and justified, for example, the candidate has used their research to help 
shape their sampling using a quadrat. 

• Suitable quantitative and qualitative methodologies are used – all specific to the investigation. How secondary 
data could be used is discussed on page 8, providing clear evidence of the use of primary and secondary data. 

• Fig 4 on page 9 shows very clear evidence of the geo located data, with sample sites clearly indicated.  

Section 3: Data presentation techniques (Level 3, 8 marks)

• Data presentation is appropriate and selective for each research question, thus directly relevant to the 
investigation. 

• There is a range of appropriate data presentation – presentation of the soil moisture along the transects  
before and after rain allow for quick and easy comparison and shows the data in a more sophisticated way.  
This can be compared to the base map of the transects easily. The sequential colour scale used clearly aids  
the representation of data with the darker shading representing the higher readings. 

• Qualitative data representation is shown on page 13. The classification of opinion into positive, neutral  
and negative shows a clear way of visualising the different opinions on heathland restoration. 

• Where used, graphs have appropriate scales and units identified, and are clear. 

Section 4: Data Analysis and explanation (Level 3, 13 marks)

• Data and information collected is analysed in a clear way, with the interpretation utilising literature sources  
such as on pages 9 -10.

• Use of images, such as the painting of Sullington Warren from 1893, shows evidence of further use of a range  
of information used to help analysis and explanation. 

• The analysis and explanation are relevant and clearly linked to the research questions. For example, the  
analysis given on page 12 clearly relates to the research question ‘What are the drawbacks of heathland  
restoration on the environment’. The extent to which the findings support the explanations is evident, 
 with the nature of the forest on page 12 being considered as part of the analysis. 

• There is effective consideration, throughout the analysis, of wider geographical theory which is used  
to explain and develop findings, for example on pages 10 and 11. 
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Section 5: Conclusions and investigation evaluation (Level 3, 11 marks)

• The conclusions, drawing information from the analysis are clear and linked to the research questions.  
These conclusions refer effectively to both primary and secondary evidence.

• The extended writing provides a well-argued case for the conclusions made on page 14. Summary reference 
to the figures used in the report helps to shape the conclusions and reference to the literature widens the 
geographical context. 

• There are appropriate suggestions of the wider geographical implications of the investigation as seen on  
page 14. 

• Evaluative comments can be seen throughout the report, and most notably in the structured evaluation  
on page 15.

• The candidate addresses the overall success of the investigation noting reliability of data as well as limitations 
relating to both space and time. 

• The candidate shows clear awareness of the extent to which their investigation is valid, for example by noting  
the local scale which was used in the investigation (pages 15-16).

• Ethical considerations are given, for example, on page 15 where the candidate has discussed how they limited 
their methodology. 

Section 6: Overall quality and communication of written work (Level 3, 10 marks)

• The use of page numbers, sub headings and a lack of grammatical and spelling is evidence of the high standard of 
communication. 

• The written communication is clear and concise and logically structured. Text and figures are appropriately placed 
and integrated.  

• The use of referencing is throughout the report. Evidence of an extensive and relevant bibliography, used in the 
report, support the top of the level. 

• Arguments are well considered, and clear, with relevance to the geographical investigation.   

• The appropriate geographical terms are embedded throughout the report. These terms are used in context of the 
investigation and wider reading such as on pages 4 -5.

General comments

Evidence of any internal standardisation could be more prominent, for example, if any discussion about a mark allocated took  
place, this could be recorded and the final decision could be given further clarification. On the Mark Recording Sheet the original 
mark and moderated mark could be indicated using different coloured pens. The script could be annotated to help identify the 
evidence the teacher uses to form their comments, however it is clear from the referencing within the teacher’s comments  
where evidence was found.
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Project work 
Please note, page numbers referenced in this commentary refer to the page numbers on the candidate project, rather than the page numbers for this document. The 
project work provided in this document includes the original page numbers for the work.
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Criteria Teacher Comments 
Section 4: Data analysis and explanation (14 marks). This is a fantastic section. The data is 

0 marks Level 1 (1-3 marks) Level 2 (4-6 marks) Level 3 (7-10 marks) Level 4 (11-14 marks) collected and interpreted in a very 
• There is limited • Data and information . Data and information . Data and information mature, sophisticated and effective way. 

No response or no evidence of relevant collected is analysed and collected is analysed and coUected is analysed and The student has used different tools to 
response worthy of independent analysis interpreted in a relevant interpreted in a relevant interpreted in an effective 

analyse the data. For example, page 2 of credit. and interpretation of manner, with evidence of manner, with evidence of and coherent manner, with 
data and information. independence, independence, evidence of independence, the appendix shows the biodiversity

demonstrating partial demonstrating the demonstrating the calculation used and page 6 shows how • When appropriate to knowledge and knowledge and knowledge and 
the topic, statistical understanding of the understanding of the understanding of the coding was used. The project is 
analysis and techniques appropriate for techniques appropriate for techniques appropriate for predominantly quantitative and significance testing analysing and explaining analysing and explaining analysing and explaining 
are absent or largely data and information. data and information. data and information. descriptive statistics are used as well as 
irrelevant to both the other statistical calculations. These not 
data and topic of . When appropriate to the . When appropriate to the . When appropriate to the only show the students individuality but investigation. topic, statistical analysis and topic, statistical analysis topic, statistical analysis 

significance testing are and significance testing and significance testing are also are used in an accurate manner . When appropriate to attempted when appropriate are used with some used accurately and which aids understanding and allows for 
the topic, qualitative but with limited accuracy for accuracy for both the data proficiently for both the data comparison. The appendix shows these and non-numerical both the data and topic of and topic of investigation. and topic of investigation. 
analysis techniques investigation. in details including the workings out. As 
are absent or largely • When appropriate to the . Wheri appropriate to the mentioned, coding is also used for the 
irrelevant to the . When appropriate to the topic, qualitative and non- topic, qualitative and non- survey (shown on page 13). The analysis overall purpose of the topic, qualitative and non- numerical analysis numerical analysis 
investigation. numerical analysis techniques are developed techniques are successfully links back to the title/research questions 

techniques are used but and used to support and individually developed throughout. The research questions . The analysis and with limited success in explanations and findings and used to support 
explanation show a relation to the overall from data and information explanations and findings acting as subheadings further help this 
poor or irrelevant link purpose of the investigation. collected. from data and information section to flow and allow the reader to 
to the stated aims or collected. clearly see how the argument is questions or . The analysis and . The analysis and 
hypotheses. explanation show only a explanation link to the • The analysis and developing. The analysis links to the 

partial link to the stated stated aims or questions or explanation are relevant literature. For example, page 12 links t o  a . There are limited or aims or questions or hypotheses. and link effectively to the reading in the literature review. The no element of hypotheses. stated aims or questions or 
appropriate • There is use of appropriate hypotheses. student also demonstrates an ability to 
knowledge, theory . There is some attempt to knowledge, theory and 'think like a geographer' and own 
and geographical use appropriate knowledge, geographical concepts to . There is effective use of knowledge to develop ideas - for concepts to help theory and geographical help explain findings. appropriate knowledge, 
explain findings. concepts to help explain theory and geographical example, page 11. On a few occasions it 

findings. concepts to help explain was felt the student could further use findings. 
data/evidence to explain findings hence 
not 13 rather than 14 marks. 

[OJ [1 2 3] [4 5 6] [7 8 9 10] [11 12 13 14] 
Mark J 13 

URS669 Devised November 2016 H481/URS 
Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations 
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Criteria Teacher Comments 

Section 5: Conclusions and investigation evaluation (12 marks). Conclusions are very detailed and link 
0 marks Level 1 (1-3 marks) Level 2 (4-6 marks) Level 3 (7-9 marks) Level 4 (10-12 marks) clearly to the data collected (primary and 

• Basic, often . There is a limited attempt to . There are clear • There are clear, accurate secondary). The research questions are
No response or no unsupported reach conclusions which are conclusions linked to the and thorough conclusions addressed and it really feels like the
response worthy of conclusions which linked to the aims or aims or questions or linked to the aims or 
credit. have few links to the questions or hypotheses, hypotheses, questions or hypotheses, student has answered what he set out to 

aims or questions or communicated by limited communicated by means communicated by means of find. The conclusions are very well 
hypotheses. means of extended writing. of extended writing. extended writing. written and supported. . Umited elements of . Elements of primary and . Draw on primary and . Draw effectively on primary There is very convincing evidence that 
primary and/or secondary evidence and, secondary evidence and, and secondary evidence the project has increased geographical
secondary evidence where appropriate, theory where appropriate, theory and, where appropriate, 

understanding. The student discusseslinked to arguments link to the argument and to make a well-argued theory to provide a very 
and conclusions. conclusions. case and shape well-argued case and shape how his own point of view has changed 

conclusions. conclusions. since doing this project (page 14) and . There is no evidence . There is limited evidence 
that conducting an that conducting the . There is some evidence . There is convincing the reason for this. He also clearly 
investigation extended investigation extended that conducting the evidence that conducting locates his project within the wider 
geographical geographical understanding investigation extended the investigation extended geographical context.understanding with no with limited reference to the geographical geographical understanding 
reference to the wider wider reference to the wider understanding with with clear reference to the The evaluation is very well written and
geographical context geographical context of the reference to the wider wider geographical context further considers the potential
of the investigation. investigation. geographical context of the of the investigation. issues/limitations {this was also outlined investigation. . The evaluation is very . There is an evaluation of . There is a strong evaluation during the methods). The student really
limited to the the investigation through • There is an evaluation of of the overall success of the seems to have embraced the 
identification of a few reference to isolated the overall success of the lnvestiigation with reference 

independent and reflective nature of the basic errors and aspects of the investigation. investigation with to the reliability of data 
problems. reference to the data sources, data collection NEA (see top of page 15). If any area 

There are basic comments sources, data collection methods (including could have been further developed, it . There is no comment on the ethical and socio- methods, the accuracy of sampli ng), the accuracy of 
on the ethical and political dimensions of field data collected and the data collecled and the could have been on the validity of the 
socio-political research and data extent to which it is extent to which it is analysis. 
dimensions of field presentation. representative, and validity representative, and the The social-ethical considerations are 
research and data of the analysis and validity of the analysis and
presentation. conclusions. conclusions. discussed in the methods - for example, 

. There is a reasonable . There is a thorough 
disturbing flora and fauna. Also, briefly 

understanding of the understanding of the ethical mention in appendix 1. 
ethical and socio-political and socio-political 
dimensions of field dimensions of field research 
research and data and data presentation. 
presentation. 

[OJ [1 2 3] [4 5 6] [7 8 9] (10 11 12] 
Mark / 11 

URS669 Devised November 2016 H481/URS 
Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations 
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The centralised location of the 
Warren highlights it's vulnerability 
to human activity 

Deforested area 
for heathland 

Town of Storrington 

Lowland Heathland
Woodlands

Area of data 
collection

Technically, the 'warren' is the 
central area of grass but the word 
is generally used to refer to the 
whole surrounding area.  

As it ia mostly surrounded by the 
high relief of the South Downs,  
Sullington Warren is one of the  
only lowland heath in thee area 

3

Map data (c) Google 2020
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 Source: Department of Environment https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/272038/2428.pdf Page 33

4

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/272038/2428.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/272038/2428.pdf
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Source: Department of Environment https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/272038/2428.pdf Page 65

5

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/272038/2428.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/272038/2428.pdf
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Sourced from: https://wtcampaigns.wordpress.
com/2012/10/05/guest-post-dominic-driver-forestry-
commission/

6

https://wtcampaigns.wordpress.com/2012/10/05/guest-post-dominic-driver-forestry-commission/
https://wtcampaigns.wordpress.com/2012/10/05/guest-post-dominic-driver-forestry-commission/
https://wtcampaigns.wordpress.com/2012/10/05/guest-post-dominic-driver-forestry-commission/
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