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Assessment Story: exploring our question papers

Exploring our question papers
We have produced this guide to help you prepare your candidates successfully. In
this guide, we share the story of our assessment approach and explore our question
papers with you.

Question paper structure
A Level Law consists of three examined components. Candidates must sit Components 1 and 2
plus either Component 3 or Component 4.
The qualification is marked out of a total of 240 marks. The marks, duration and
weightings for all components are the same, as shown below:
Component

Marks

Duration

Weighting

80

2 hours

33 3 %

80

2 hours

33 3 %

Component 1: The legal system and criminal
law
This component introduces candidates to the
legal system. It also introduces candidates to the
concept of liability through an introduction to
criminal law.

1

Component 2: Law making and the law of tort
This component introduces candidates to the
law making. It also introduces candidates to the
concept of liability through an introduction to the
law of tort.
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Component

Marks

Duration

Weighting

80

2 hours

33 13 %

80

2 hours

33 13 %

Component 3: The nature of law and
human rights
This component will enable candidates to extend
their study of law. They will explore and consider
in more detail the nature of law and develop their
legal knowledge through the study of human
rights.
Component 4: The nature of law and law
of contract
This component will enable candidates to extend
their study of law. They will explore and consider
in more detail the nature of law and develop their
legal knowledge through the study of the law of
contract.
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Assessment Objectives and
weightings
Every question tests one or more Assessment Objective. Assessment Objectives are
defined by Ofqual and have required, associated weightings.
To aid your analysis of published question papers, our mark schemes indicate the
Assessment Objective(s) targeted in each question.
Objective

Weighting

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the
English legal system and legal rules and principles.

40%

AO2

Apply legal rules and principles to given scenarios in
order to present a legal argument using appropriate
legal terminology.

30%

AO3

Analyse and evaluate legal rules, principles, concepts
and issues.

30%

Component 1: The legal system and criminal law
Component 1 assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.
This component is split into two sections, Section A: The legal system and Section B:
Criminal law.

Component 2: Law making and the law of tort
Component 2 assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.
This component is split into two sections, Section A: Law making and Section B:
The law of tort.

Component 3: The nature of law and human rights
Component 3 assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.
This component is split into two sections, Section A: The nature of law and Section B:
Human rights law.

Component 4: The nature of law and law of contract
Component 4 assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.
This component is split into two sections, Section A: The nature of law and Section B:
The law of contract.
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Component 1
and Component 2
Section A
Section A of both papers takes an identical approach to assessing candidates.
Questions 1 and 2 ask candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
of the English legal system (AO1) by requiring them to ‘Describe’ or ‘Explain’ the law.
Candidates must choose one 8-mark question from a choice of two, and provide a
relevant, detailed, fact-based answer using case or statute authority to support their
points where appropriate.
Questions 3 and 4 ask candidates to analyse and evaluate legal issues (AO3) by asking
candidates to ‘Discuss’ the law. Candidates must choose one 12-mark question
from a choice of two and provide a wide ranging and fully developed evaluative or
analytical answer focusing on the question.
Questions 1 and 3, and Questions 2 and 4 will not necessarily be linked through a
common topic area. This will allow candidates greater opportunity to demonstrate
the breadth of their knowledge.

Section B
Section B of Component 1 and Component 2 takes an identical approach. Candidates
must choose whether to answer all three 20-mark questions in Part 1 or Part 2 of
the paper.
Candidates are required to demonstrate their detailed knowledge and understanding
of the relevant areas of substantive law with appropriate case or statute authority (AO1).
This amounts to 8 marks of the 20 marks available for every question in this section.
In addition, in the two scenario-based questions candidates must demonstrate their
skills of legal reasoning by applying legal rules and principles to the facts of the
scenario (AO2). This amounts to 12 marks of the 20 marks available.
For the evaluation essay question candidates need to provide an extended answer that
evaluates legal rules and principles with a conclusion (AO3). This amounts to 12 marks
of the 20 marks available. The evaluation essay in Part 1 and Part 2 is exactly the same.
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Component 3 and
Component 4
Candidates must sit either Component 3 or Component 4.

Section A
As the final examination paper requires candidates to take a more synoptic approach
and demonstrate their ability to provide an extended answer, candidates are required
to answer one 20-mark question from a choice of two. This is to demonstrate their
relevant and detailed knowledge and understanding of the English legal system and
legal rules and principles with reference to case, statute or relevant theorists (AO1).
Candidates should be able to analyse and evaluate legal concepts and issues with a
conclusion (AO3). The questions in Section A of both papers will be exactly the same.

Section B
Section B in Component 3 assesses Human rights law whilst Section B in
Component 4 assesses The law of contract. In Section B of both papers,
candidates must choose whether to answer all three 20-mark questions in
Part 1 or Part 2 of the paper.
Candidates are required to demonstrate their detailed knowledge and
understanding of the relevant areas of substantive law with appropriate case
or statute authority (AO1). This amounts to 8 marks of the 20 marks
available for every question in this section.
In addition, in the two scenario-based questions candidates must demonstrate
their skills of legal reasoning by applying legal rules and principles to the facts
of the scenario (AO2). This amounts to 12 marks of the 20 marks available.
For the evaluation essay question candidates need to provide an extended answer
that evaluates legal rules and principles with a conclusion (AO3). This amounts to
12 marks of the 20 marks available. The evaluation essay in Part 1 and Part 2 is exactly
the same.
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Synopticity
Synoptic assessment involves the explicit drawing together of knowledge, skills
and understanding within different parts of the A Level course. Candidates will
use their understanding of legal method and reasoning developed through the
study of the English legal system, while answering scenario questions on criminal
law and the law of tort, applying legal rules and principles to given scenarios in
order to present a legal argument using appropriate legal terminology.
Candidates will answer questions on the nature of law in Component 3 or
Component 4. This will focus on how the law interacts with morality, justice
and society. In answering the questions candidates will be required to use
their knowledge and understanding gained from the entire course of study
for A Level Law.

Two year rule
While candidates are encouraged to be aware of the changing nature of law,
they are not required to be familiar with innovations coming into effect in the
two years immediately preceding the examination.
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Accessibility Principles
The principles and rationale underpinning our paper construction approach for OCR
A Level Law are outlined below. These are designed to ensure we assess understanding
of law without letting the language or formatting of our questions be an obstacle for
understanding what is needed.
Group No. Accessibility Principle

Look and feel of the paper

1

2

3

Assessment approach

4

5

6

Why?

Tone (assessing good understanding To make it as clear as possible what
of law without letting the language response is expected.
of our questions be an obstacle to
understanding what is needed).
• The use of overly complicated
language and grammatical
constructions will be avoided.
• Contexts and vocabulary will
be considered for currency and
appropriateness to candidates,
e.g. glasses not spectacles.
• Language used throughout
the question will be consistent.
For example, usage in the stem
matches that throughout the
rest of the question and any
titles given to any diagrams.
• Technical words will be used
appropriately to underpin the
law being assessed.
All text will be left aligned.
To align with the principles applied
to our modified question papers (left
alignment is easier to access for a
range of visual impairments).
Command words will be taken from To ensure clarity for centres as to what
the defined list of command words can be assessed and how all command
included in the specification, unless words will be used.
it is inappropriate to do so.
Negative questions will be kept to a Used well, negative questions can be
minimum.
a good way of testing understanding
but can also easily lead to confusion.
We will only ever use negatives where
it is the most appropriate approach.
Italics will only be used in questions Italics can be hard to read if overused.
where required (for instance
denotation of a specific case).
If a specific word requires emphasis,
bold font will be used.
Where there is a large context
To ensure information is presented in
provided (e.g. a scenario) in a
the clearest possible way.
question, sentences will be grouped
by content rather than lots of
separate sentences.
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Command words
We have defined command words for use within H418 A Level Law. Command
words are used consistently throughout the examination papers. This allows:


consistent understanding of the style of response required in a question



clarity for teachers in understanding assessment purpose



support for teachers when designing internal tests



familiarity and consistency within an examination paper



clarity for candidates in the expectations of an examination question.

The exact response expected to a command word will be dependent on the context.
We advise candidates to read the full question carefully to be sure of what they are
being asked to do.
Command
word

Requirements

Explain

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the English legal
system and legal rules and principles (AO1).

Describe

9

Advise

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal rules and
principles (AO1), and, in combination, apply legal rules and
principles to given scenarios in order to present a legal argument
using appropriate legal terminology (AO2).

Discuss

Analyse and evaluate legal rules, principles, concepts and issues.
Candidates are not expected to give a conclusion (AO3).

Discuss the
extent to
which …

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the English legal
system and legal rules and principles (AO1), and, in combination,
analyse and evaluate legal rules, principles, concepts and issues.
Candidates are expected to give a conclusion (AO3).

A Level Law

Question type examples
There are four different types of question which are the same across all three
papers. This should make sure that candidates know exactly what they are
required to do when going into the exam.
The table below shows the four different types of questions, the assessment
objectives being targeted and an indication of how long candidates should
spend answering them.
Question types
‘Describe’ / ‘Explain’
8 marks

AO1

AO2



‘Discuss the extent
to which…’
20 marks

Time
12 minutes

8 marks



‘Discuss …’
12 marks
‘Advise …’
20 marks

AO3

12 marks





8 marks

12 marks

18 minutes
30 minutes





8 marks

12 marks

30 minutes
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Question paper examples
A 8-mark ‘describe’ question
From our Sample Assessment Material Component 2 Question 2
Describe the stages of the parliamentary law making process.

[8]

This question is written to ensure accessibility by referring to Parliamentary lawmaking, indicating to candidates that it is this type of law-making that they are being
assessed on. The question requires candidates to describe, in order, the stages that
a Bill passes through in order to become an Act of Parliament. It is assessing the
candidates’ knowledge and understanding of this law-making process (AO1). A
candidate should approach this question by explaining each of the stages, with some
detail of what occurs at each of the stages. A candidate could further extend their
answer, for example, by explaining that a Bill can start in either house, the role of the
Parliament Acts 1911 and 1949 or by giving an example of an Act made through this
process.
The mark scheme for this question demonstrates the order of the law-making stages,
including pre-legislative stages. Candidates are required to present the stages in this
order. It also shows description for each of the stages, which candidates would be
expected to know.
Marks will be awarded to a candidate dependent on which Level of Response criteria
they meet. Therefore, to achieve higher level marks candidates need to provide
detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding with excellent use of cases or
statutes to support their answer.
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A 12-mark ‘discuss’ question
From our Sample Assessment Material Component 2 Question 3
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the literal rule.

[12]

This question requires candidates to evaluate the literal rule by giving advantages
and disadvantages (AO3). The question has been written with the word ‘and’ in
bold, to clearly identify to the candidate that they must give both advantages and
disadvantages. A candidate could approach this question by giving a broad range
of relevant advantages and disadvantages. To achieve higher level marks this would
need to be more than a bare list and demonstrate the candidate’s ability to develop
their discussion of at least some of their points. Alternatively, a candidate could
provide a more focused range of points, which would need to be all fully discussed
and developed.
The mark scheme gives eight possible evaluative points, with a balance between
advantages and disadvantages. Furthermore, the mark scheme specifies that not all
these points are required and that other relevant points will be credited. Therefore,
a candidate could access high marks without discussing every point on the mark
scheme and equally could still achieve high marks by discussing alternative points.
Marks will be awarded to a candidate dependent on which Level of Response criteria
they meet. Therefore, to achieve higher level marks candidates need to develop an
excellent discussion of the points on the mark scheme or other relevant points they
have made.
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A 20-mark essay question
From our Specimen Assessment Material Components 3 and 4 Question 1
‘The law should enforce morality.’
Discuss the extent to which you agree with this statement.

[20]

This question ensures accessibility by using uncomplicated language in the
statement and question stem. It requires candidates to explain what is meant
by morality (AO1) and evaluate and analyse the extent to which the law enforces
morality (AO3).
The AO1 could be achieved by providing an introduction defining legal rules and
morals with reference to legal theorists, such as Austin and Durkheim, and by
comparing the positivist theory of law to the natural theory with reference to Bentham
and Aquinas. Candidates could then give examples of when moral values are upheld
by the law. This could utilise examples from across the specification to demonstrate
synoptic knowledge, for example: by drawing on examples from Human Rights such
as Handyside v UK or Gibson and Sylveire, from Criminal Law such as R v Brown, or from
Law Making, such as Smith v Hughes or R v R. Candidates could further explain the
diversity of moral views in a pluralist society, for example, by explaining the Hart and
Devlin debate on legalising homosexuality and prostitution.
Candidates are required to evaluate and analyse the extent to which law enforces
morality. Candidates could approach the AO3 by integrating their analysis and
evaluation into each paragraph when they are explaining the aspects of law and
morality (as set out above), or they could separate their answer into two parts by first
explaining law and morality and then evaluating and analysing it. Candidates could
provide a wide range of points demonstrating developed discussion of some of their
points, or candidates could provide an in-depth discussion of a more focused range of
points. Candidates need to make sure they achieve an appropriate balance between
AO1 and AO3, as 40% of the marks will be awarded for AO1 and 60% for AO3. Finally,
candidates need to provide a conclusion that should address the question.
The mark scheme gives a range of points that could be used to explain, evaluate and
analyse law and morality but specifies that not all these points are required and that
other relevant points will be credited. Therefore, a candidate could access high marks
without explaining and discussing every point on the mark scheme and equally
could still achieve high marks by using different examples and discussing alternative
points. The mark scheme refers to reaching a reasoned conclusion. This identifies
that candidates can come to differing conclusions.
Marks will be awarded to a candidate dependent on which Level of Response criteria
they meet. Therefore, to achieve higher level marks candidates need to provide
detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding with excellent use of cases,
legislation or theorists to support their answer. They should fully develop their
discussion of the points on the mark scheme, or other relevant points they have
made, with a sustained focus on the question.
13
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A 20-mark scenario question
From our Sample Assessment Material Component 1 Question 8
Paula works as a cleaner for Omar, a rich businessman. When Omar is away
on a business trip Paula sells a small sculpture in his house and keeps the
money. After Omar returns home he tells Paula to take £500 from his wallet
to buy a gift for a friend. Paula buys a gift for £400 and spends the other £100
on lottery scratch cards, winning £200. Paula spends most of this money on
a pair of shoes. On the way home Paula buys a sandwich with her last £10
note. She is given change for a £50 note but says nothing and walks back to
Omar’s house.
Advise whether Paula is criminally liable for theft.

[20]

The scenario in this question has been concisely written to avoid complexity. The
avoidance of unnecessary information means candidates know that every sentence
has information that they need to address in their answer. The stem of this question
has been written to clearly instruct candidates to focus on theft. This question requires
candidates to explain sections 1- 6 of the Theft Act 1968 with case authority relevant to
the scenario (AO1). The candidate should avoid giving detail on law or citing cases that
are not relevant to the scenario. The candidate must also accurately, and with detail,
apply the law to the scenario (AO2). To achieve higher level marks the candidate would
normally be expected to address all the issues raised in the scenario.
The candidate could approach this question by starting with an introduction defining
theft, followed by explaining the relevant law and then applying the law to reach a
conclusion. Alternatively, a candidate could set out one element of theft and apply
this element to the scenario and repeat until they have explained and applied all the
elements of theft to reach a conclusion.
The mark scheme for this question identifies the required aspects of the Theft Act
1968, explains these, and gives examples of cases central to the question. Candidates
would be expected to know these elements of theft with reference to the appropriate
sections and the cases mentioned or other relevant cases. The mark scheme then
identifies the different issues in the scenario and applies the law with explanation,
which a candidate would be expected to do. The mark scheme specifies that any other
relevant points can also be considered. The mark scheme refers to reaching a reasoned
conclusion. This identifies that candidates can come to differing conclusions, as long as
they are clearly argued.
Marks will be awarded to a candidate dependent on which Level of Response criteria
they meet. Therefore, to achieve higher level marks candidates need to provide
detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding with excellent use of cases to
support their answer, and to demonstrate excellent, accurate and fully-developed
application.
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A 20-mark evaluation essay question in Section B
From our Specimen Assessment Material Component 1 Question 7 and 10
‘The defence of intoxication is not fit for purpose and needs to be reformed
urgently.’
Discuss the extent to which this statement is accurate.

[20]

This question requires candidates to explain the law relating to intoxication (AO1)
and evaluate and analyse its fitness for purpose and the need for reform (AO3). The
statement gives candidates a clear focus of the topic area being examined and steer
to what they should discuss.
Candidates could approach this question by providing an introduction that defines
intoxication as a common law defence that operates when the defendant fails to
form mens rea due to alcohol, drugs or other substances and identifies that the
judge determines if there is evidence of intoxication that should be put to the jury.
The candidate could then describe how voluntary intoxication and involuntary
intoxication operate in regard to basic and specific intent crimes, giving case
authority for each of these elements. Furthermore, candidates could extend their
answer by explaining the link between intoxication and mistake with case and
statute authority.
Candidates could follow their explanation with their evaluation and analysis of
the law, or this could be integrated into their paragraphs explaining the law. This
evaluation and analysis should discuss the problems with the law and the proposals
for reform, rather than providing a generic pre-prepared discussion. Candidates
could provide a wide range of points demonstrating developed discussion of some
of their points, or candidates could provide an in-depth discussion of a more focused
range of points. Candidates need to make sure they achieve an appropriate balance
between AO1 and AO3, as 40% of the marks will be awarded for AO1 and 60% for
AO3. Finally, candidates need to provide a conclusion addressing the question.
The mark scheme sets out explanations of voluntary intoxication, involuntary
intoxication and the link between intoxication and mistake with case and statutory
examples but specifies that not all these points are required and that other relevant
points will be credited. Therefore, a candidate could access high marks without
mentioning every case stated on the mark scheme, and equally could use different
examples.
The mark scheme provides a range of discussion points that a candidate could make
to evaluate and analyse the law with clear emphasis on the steer of the question. The
mark scheme also identifies a range of reform proposals. Again, a candidate could
access high marks without mentioning every point stated on the mark scheme and
will be credited for relevant points made that are not stated on the mark scheme. A
candidate could achieve high marks by providing a wide range of points with indepth development of some evaluative or analytical points, or a more focused range
of points that are all developed in-depth.
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Meet the team
Our Assessment Standards Senior Manager looks after the live assessments, meanwhile
our Subject Support Coordinator provides day-to-day customer focused support.

Markus Hextall
Assessment Standards Senior Manager

Phoebe Davis
Subject Support Coordinator
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OCR Resources: the small print

Need to get in touch?

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

If you ever have any questions about
OCR qualifications or services (including
administration, logistics and teaching)
please feel free to get in touch with our
Customer Support Centre.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
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information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
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OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A
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are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
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