A LEVEL

RELIGIOUS STUDIES H573
Support highlights
We know teaching has been greatly disrupted in 2020, so to support you we have collated some of our most
useful resources. These include materials that will focus your teaching on individual abilities of students, help
determine their capabilities and above all save you time. They will enable you to quickly get back up to speed
in the classroom and support your students in preparing for exams. Many more resources are available from
the OCR website.

OCR A Level (H573) specification
Download our specification
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The specification explains the aims and learning outcomes of the qualification. It
details what students are expected to know, understand and do. The specification
details the content and key knowledge, issues for discussion and suggested scholarly
views, academic approaches and sources of authority.
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The ‘content’ column details the focus of each topic and provides information on
the main areas of study. ‘Key knowledge’ provides details of the knowledge expected
of students.
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Each topic ends with a section detailing discussion points. While it is expected that
discussions on these topics will range wildly, the listed points are considered to be
central debates and issues appropriate for assessment.
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Exam questions can be set on the content, key knowledge and discussion points.
The specification also explains aspects of assessment in A Level RS. It is your starting
point and is useful for planning, both long and medium term, along with individual
lessons.
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AS and A Level Religious Studies

Curriculum planners
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Content Point
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Curriculum planner

Download our curriculum planners
Philosophy of Religion
Religion and ethics
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Materialism
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‘The Buddha’?
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• ‘awakened one’
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(any enlightened being)
Cush, D. (1994), Buddhism,
Hodder Education,
• ‘historical Buddha’
pg. 1124
(Siddhartha Gautama)
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life story:
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the events
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An Introduction to Buddhism:
Teachings, History and
Practices (Second Edition),
• how this is used
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Chapter 1
CUP,
• the Buddha as an
example or guide, not
a source of salvation
• the last words of
the Buddha; ‘be lamps
unto yourselves’ i.e.
forge your own path
to enlightenment, don’t
blindly follow
his; the idea of ehipassiko/ehip
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aśyika (‘come and try’)
2
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A Level Religious Studies H573

Support highlights

Command words resource
Command words and phrases
OCR examination questions are written to give candidates every opportunity to show what they can do. They
are not written to catch the candidate out. Candidate answers are marked positively – which means that
candidates gain marks for what they can do, rather than lose marks for what they do not do. Therefore, any
valid and appropriate approach to a question is considered relevant and is rewarded. Examiners know and
understand the time constraints in an examination.

(Critically)
Explanation

In preparing for the exam, candidates might like to begin by assuming that every question has a “for”, an
“against”, an “agree” and a “disagree” element. As candidates get more confident, they can begin to explore
ways of drawing out the grey areas in questions.
The word ‘critically’ is sometimes used (see below) in front of a word but it does not change the examiner’s
expectations: they will be looking for analysis and evaluation throughout an essay. It might be added in
topics where it is easier to skim over the material and the examiner wants to emphasise the need to analyse
and evaluate in depth.

Example
Illustration

Statement followed by “discuss”
• The statement will usually be controversial in some way.
• The specification will have prepared candidates by exploring more than one angle for
this topic.
• An essay needs to consider what the different views on this question are.

To what extent
Explanation

• It needs to examine critically the points for and against before reaching an evaluative
judgement at the end.
Example

‘”Good” is meaningful.’ Discuss. (H573/02, Religion and ethics, June 2018)

Illustration

This question invites the candidate to explore the concept of ‘good’ from any perspectives
the candidate chooses, as long as a range of views are critically analysed (in line with the
levels of response). A judgement may conclude that the word “good” is meaningful or is
not, or something in between.

Example

Version 1

1

• The rest
of the question
will often be
controversial
• The specifica
in some way
within the subject.
tion will have
prepared candidat
points of view.
es by exploring
the topic from
several
to focus in on
what the question
.
is asking (not
just the topic
in
• It needs
to explore the
focus of the
order to reach
question, analysing
a judgement.
strengths and
weaknesses
Discuss the
in
view that the
idea of purgator
Developments
y makes more
in Christian
thought, June
sense than
hell. (H573/03
2019)
This question
,
gives a key
aspect
to explore the
issues of purgator of Christian thought
purgatory makes
y and hell critically to explore. Candidat
more sense
es are invited
and reach a
judgement
judgement
is likely to conclude(i.e. is more or less coheren
on whether
that of hell
t or meaning
that the idea
– or potential
ful) than hell.
of
purgator
ly reject both.
y is or is not
The
more coheren
t than
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general)

Whatever the command word or phrase, examiners will use the levels of response in the mark scheme to
assess the two assessment objectives. The command word is part of the question and using it as a focus
will ensure that the question is answered and answering the question is the main aim of writing an essay.

Explanation

Discuss…

© OCR 2020
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Version 1
2

Download our command words resource
The new command words assessment guide gives the command words we use
for our exam questions, with explanations, examples and illustrations. This will help
students understand what is expected of them in the exam.

New resources to support you

© OCR 2020

Assessment materials
Access past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports from the OCR website.

Professional development
Understanding the Assessment: Exams Preparation for A Level
Religious Studies (H573) Components 1, 2 and 3 (Full Day Online)
Exam Prep event for Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments
in Christian thought
This full day online event will focus on assessment, providing feedback on previous
exam series including marking activities and teaching and learning, focussing on
planning and teaching difficult content. This event will build on our past successful
face to face CPD events, with a greater focus on teaching and learning.

Understanding the Assessment: Exams Preparation for A Level
Religious Studies (H573) Components 1, 2 and 4 (Full Day Online)
Exam Prep event for Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments
in Islamic thought
This full day online event will focus on assessment providing feedback on previous
exam series including marking activities and teaching and learning focussing on
planning and teaching difficult content. This event is new for this year and will build
on previous exam feedback events, but with a focus on Islam. Date to be confirmed.

Understanding the Assessment: Exams Preparation for A Level
Religious Studies (H573) Components 1, 2 and 6 (Full Day Online)
Exam Prep event for Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments
in Buddhist thought
This full day online event will focus on assessment providing feedback on previous
exam series including marking activities and teaching and learning focussing on
planning and teaching difficult content. This event will build on successful exam
feedback events held over the past two years, with a focus on Buddhism.
In February and March there will be webinars covering the following components
in separate twilight sessions: Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and
Developments in Christian thought. Date to be confirmed.
Ask the Subject Advisor: A level Religious Studies (H573) Update (Online Q&A)
There will be several free Subject Advisor online updates over the course of the year
– these events will provide teachers with an update about the year ahead in terms
of resources, networks and CPD. There will be discussion of the key headlines and
themes from past examiner reports and an opportunity to ask questions.
See our range of professional development courses using ‘Find an event’
We’re now running all our CPD training online rather than face-to-face. Future
courses will be in the form of a webinar, offering the same high-quality
training as our face-to-face training. If you have any questions, please email
professionaldevelopment@ocr.org.uk
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Publisher materials
Hodder Education
Hodder Education has new endorsed textbooks coming in Summer 2020 covering
Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments in Christian thought.
The new textbooks cost £15.99 each. They have also published three revision guides
and workbooks covering the same three components. The original endorsed books
covering Year 1 and Year 2 that were first published in 2016 are still available, at a cost
of £27.99 each.

Oxford University Press
OUP has published Year 1 and 2 endorsed textbooks covering Philosophy of Religion,
Religion and Ethics and Developments in Christian thought costing £27.99 each.
They also have a revision guide available at a cost of £19.99.

Polity Books
Polity have published endorsed textbooks covering Philosophy of Religion, Religion
and Ethics and Developments in Christian thought costing £17.99 each.

Other resources
The Panpsycast is a weekly ‘informal and informative’ philosophy podcast inspiring
and supporting students, teachers, academics, and free thinkers worldwide. The
show has covered our Religious Studies A Level specification as well as a range of
other topics. The goal of each episode is to make exciting and challenging research
accessible to students, teachers, academics and the general public.
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy is an online resource which organizes
scholars from around the world in philosophy and related disciplines to create and
maintain an up-to-date reference work.
Crash Course is a YouTube channel started by John and Hank Green in association
with PBS, the American public broadcast service. These are videos across subjects
including science, computer science, engineering, media, history, literature, drama,
mythology, statistics, chemistry, physics, philosophy, psychology, sociology, business,
biology and economics.
A History of Ideas from the BBC Radio 4 programme is another collection of videos
on YouTube. The series answers big questions answered and explains big theories in
under 2 minutes from the BBC Radio 4 programme – A History of Ideas. The videos
were scripted by philosopher Nigel Warburton.

Keep connected
Blogs
In this blog we discuss the insights from our 2020 Religious Studies Forum where the
conversations focussed on the impact of GQ reforms on GCSE RS; teachers and texts;
promoting RE/RS and The Panpsycast podcast.
In this blog we discuss the future of religious education following the publication of
the Commission on RE’s final report and our talks at the 2019 OCR RS Forum.
In this blog Ewan Brady, Subject Advisor for RS, discusses his reflections studying
for the Postgraduate Certificate in Educational Assessment and Examinations at the
University of Cambridge.
In this blog we discuss assessment training for PGCE and ITT students and materials
that we have made available.
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Get in touch
Email religious.studies@ocr.org.uk
01223 553998
@OCR_RS
Ewan Brady
Religious Studies
Subject Adviso

www.ocr.org.uk
OCR Customer Support Centre
General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
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