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[bookmark: _Toc48807667]Introduction
This topic exploration pack provides an introduction to the ‘Nature of Law’. It outlines the main themes and terminology needed for the study of A Level law. This pack therefore, does not just introduce the ‘nature of law’ but is a great introduction to the whole course.
The activities contained in this pack can be adapted to be delivered from between 4 hours up to 10 hours of teaching. If you wish to teach this topic in less time, certain parts of the activities (such as research or reading activities) can be set for homework.
[bookmark: _Toc48807668]Link to specification
AS Level - Component 01 Section A: The legal system
A Level - Component 03 Section A: The nature of law
Law and rules: the difference between enforceable legal rules and principles and other rules and norms of behaviour
The differences between civil and criminal law 
An overview of the development of English Law: custom, common law, equity, statute law  
An overview of common law and civil law legal systems
The rule of law: definition and importance


[bookmark: _Toc48807669]Activities included in the student pack:
1. Start your own country
2. Rules for the class
3. Law in the news
4. Donoghue v Stevenson
5. R v Dudley and Stephens
6. Table of terminology – the difference between criminal and civil law
7. History of English law timeline
8. Map of common law legal systems and civil law legal systems
9. Difference between common law legal systems and civil law legal systems
10. Table of key terms


[bookmark: _Toc48807670]Activity 1 – Start your own country
Divide your class into groups and ask them to imagine that they are stranded on a desert island. They must decide how they are going to run this new country and what laws they want to make. The list of questions gets the class thinking about all of the aspects of a legal system e.g. the law makers, law enforcement, and the laws themselves. The temptation is to make this new country strongly resemble the legal systems they already know so you may want to encourage the class to be a bit more creative.
This activity can easily last two hours, but it could be extended to longer if you want to get each group to present to the class. The groups could be asked to produce a leaflet outlining the laws of their country, a poster or a PowerPoint. This could also include a class discussion about the advantages and disadvantages of each new country.
This activity introduces the students to key concepts and legal terminology. It also encourages them to critically evaluate the current legal system and consider alternatives. It introduces the students to issues surrounding equality and justice, the rule of law and problems when drafting laws.
This activity can be referred back to when teaching other topics such as law reform, legislation, judicial precedent and statutory interpretation.
There is information on the PowerPoint for each of the questions.
[bookmark: _Toc48807671]Activity 2 – Rules for the class
The class produce a mutually agreed set of rules for the class. The students should be able to understand the underlying principles behind the rules e.g. one rule is that all students should be on time to the lesson. The principle is that latecomers may disrupt the lesson, miss vital information etc.
Some of the rules that they chose may be based on expected norms of behaviour. If the students understand the principles upon which the rules are based, they may be more likely to follow them. This could lead to a discussion about arbitrary rules and their underlying principles e.g. speed limit laws reduce the number of road traffic accidents, parking restrictions may be in place to ensure that roads are not blocked when the emergency services need access etc.
The five main rules need to be agreed by the whole class (possibly by a vote) and then they can be displayed on the wall.


[bookmark: _Toc48807672]Activity 3 – Law in the news
This activity was traditionally done using a newspaper (Professor William Twining ‘How to do things with Rules’) but works equally well using a news website. The BBC News website works well for this activity. A longer version of this activity could include the students researching a news website in a computer classroom, on tablets or using their mobile phones. Students could be put into pairs/groups and be allocated a different news website to research. Findings from each group could then be discussed with the whole class.
A short version of the activity could be completed with the class as a whole with the home page of a news website projected onto the board and each story is then discussed to find the legal aspect.
The purpose of the activity is to show that there is a legal aspect to most, if not all stories in the news every day. Some examples could be:
· sport – drugs testing, contractual law, international law, corruption
· celebrities – defamation, super injunctions/privacy, brands
· music and films– copyright, illegal downloads, inequality of wages between male and female actors
· crime – courts, police, sentencing, prisons
· business – contracts, intellectual property, employment law
· conflicts – military law, inter-governmental peace agreements, international law
· food – health and safety
· health – junior doctors’ pay dispute
· education – government policy
· technology – privacy and data protection, hackers
· science – legal and moral considerations relating to scientific advancement
· environment – global considerations
· immigration - global considerations
Students are to make notes on the table provided.


[bookmark: _Toc48807673]Activity 4 – Donoghue v Stevenson
More information can be found about this case on the BBC News website (there is a hyperlink on the PowerPoint):
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/8367223.stm
This activity introduces the students to legal terminology, types of law and the way the law is written in a law report. Legal reasoning skills can be developed through discussion of the law and the various outcomes that are possible depending on how the law is interpreted/applied to a factual situation.
Answers:
1. What are the important facts of this case?
The claimant had no right to claim in contract law so she claimed in negligence. The defendant argued that they did not owe her a duty of care because she did not pay for the drink.
2. Who won the case?
The claimant – Donoghue.
3. What did the claimant want from the defendant?
Compensation for suffering gastroenteritis.
4. What law comes from this case?
The ‘neighbour principle’ as a way to establish a duty of care in negligence cases.
5. How does this law affect you?
It means that the ultimate consumer can make a claim even if they didn’t pay for the goods e.g. if your parents buy the food in your house and you get sick from it, you can still claim for compensation.


[bookmark: _Toc48807674]Activity 5 – R v Dudley and Stephens
This activity gets the students to compare and contrast between a criminal and civil case. This is also an excellent case to get students discussing the law. It could also be used as a research exercise for students who are interested in historical cases.
There is a short video clip about this case taken from the BBC Coast programme: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p018gjjp
Answers:
1. What are the important facts of this case?
The defendants were charged with murder. They claimed that they would all die if they didn’t eat the victim.
2. What defence did they raise?
Necessity.
3. What was the verdict?
They were found guilty of murder.
4. What law comes from this case?
The defence of necessity cannot be raised for the crime of murder. It can never be justified to kill a person to save yourself.
5. What would your decision have been?
Class debate.


[bookmark: _Toc48807675]Activity 6 – Table of terminology – the difference between criminal and civil law
Use the activity to get students to recognise criminal and civil terminology. Some of the words are in common usage and the class should be able to pick out some of the terminology from their general knowledge. This activity is then summarised in the ‘Table of Terminology’ which acts as a good glossary of terms that can be referred to in later topics and used as a reminder throughout the course. The contents of this table are also on the accompanying PowerPoint.
	
	Criminal Law
	Civil Law

	Public or private?
	Public - a crime is committed against the state.
	Private - a civil case is a dispute between individuals.

	Which courts?
	The Magistrates’ Court deals with petty crimes and the Crown Court deals with the serious crimes.
	Trials are held in the County Court or the High Court depending on the value and complexity of the case.

	The defendant is…?
	The defendant is prosecuted.
	The defendant is sued.

	The outcome of the case is…?
	Guilty or not guilty
	Liable

	If responsible, the defendant is…?
	The wrongdoer is punished and sentenced.
	If found to be liable, the defendant may have to compensate the claimant.

	Examples:
	Examples of crimes include: theft, murder, assault etc.
	Examples of civil disputes include: negligence, contract law & family law. 

	Burden of proof
	The prosecution have the burden of proof to show the defendant is guilty.
	The claimant has the burden of proof to show the defendant is liable. 

	Standard of proof
	The standard of proof is ‘beyond all reasonable doubt’. 
	The standard of proof is on a ‘balance of probabilities’.

	Cases are written:
	R v Defendant
	Claimant v Defendant

	Example of a case:
	R v Dudley & Stephens
	Donoghue v Stevenson




State whether the criminal law, civil law or both would deal with the following situations:
Answers (the answers are also on the accompanying PowerPoint):
1. James has an argument with John and punches him in the face and breaks his nose.
This is a criminal offence (Actual Bodily Harm).
1. Sarah plays her music very loud into the night. Her neighbours want to get her to stop.
This is a civil dispute between neighbours (private nuisance).
1. Simon buys a DVD player from a shop. When he plugs it in he receives an electric shock.
Simon will most likely want compensation for his injuries so will take a civil action.
1. Victoria takes a bottle of wine from the supermarket and does not pay for it.
This is a criminal offence (theft).
1. Natalie is late for work. She drives over the speed limit and knocks a cyclist off their bike.
This is both criminal and civil. Speeding is a criminal offence and the cyclist would also be able to sue for compensation under the law of negligence.
[bookmark: _Toc48807676]Activity 7 – History of English law timeline
This activity can be adapted to last varying lengths of time. Students interested in history may wish to look further back than 1066 to Ancient Greek and Roman legal systems. A simple version of the task would be to use the dates included in the pack and plot them on a timeline. A larger activity could involve the students making large posters that just use pictures to illustrate key legal points in history. An alternative would be to have pictures and text. Groups could produce the whole timeline or dates allocated to different members of the class. This could make a great wall display which could stretch all the way round the classroom.
[bookmark: _Toc48807677]
Rule of Law
This would be a good opportunity to set the class a written assignment. This could include a research task surrounding the rule of law and could either concentrate on the historical origins of the rule of law (ancient Greece, Magna Carta, the French Declaration, and American Constitution), the work of Dicey, cases or modern usage. You could set an evaluation-style piece of work such as ‘how important is the rule of law?’
This piece of work could be used as an initial assessment piece to gauge the literacy skills of the class. 
[bookmark: _Toc48807678]Activity 8 – Table of key terms
The terms to be included in this table can be prescribed by the teacher or chosen by the student. The teacher could allocate key terms to individual students or this could be a pair/group activity. The student/pair/group share the definition with the rest of the class.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is often very helpful for students to keep a glossary of key terms that can be added to throughout the course. This could be an exercise book that students add to at the end of each topic; it could be a Word document or a class blog. It can also be helpful for the students to keep a case book in much the same way.We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.
If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. 
© OCR 2020 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: n/a
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