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Teacher resource 2 – Omissions 
(potential answers for teachers)
Teacher note

Give out the handout at the start of the omissions topic. Play the following https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rW23RsUTb2Y).

Is there a duty for you to do anything? 
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Who would have a duty? 
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Stephen J stated that:

‘If A sees B drowning and can save her by holding out his hand but abstains from doing so, he has not committed an offence unless a duty situation applies’.

Now research the situations in which a duty will exist if you fail to act and make sure you illustrate each one with a case example:
1. 
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2. 
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Contractual: R v Pitwood – D had a duty outlined in his contract to close the railway crossing gate. His failure to do so meant he could be charged with manslaughter.








Voluntary duty: R v Stone and Dobinson – D volunteered to look after his sister. D did not call the medical services when she became sick and they had a duty to do this as they had voluntarily assumed that duty.





Chain of events: R v Miller – D set fire to a mattress and did nothing to prevent the fire from spreading. As he had set in motion a chain of events he had a duty to put the fire out.�





Official position: R v Dytham. D was a uniformed police officer who saw a fight but did nothing to stop it and drove away once it was over. D had a duty to act because of his official position and his failure to do so meant he could be charged with an offence.
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Statutory duty: D had a duty under The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 to muzzle his dog to ensure the public were safe.
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