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Teacher Instructions





Teacher resource 6 - Assault
This activity will test your knowledge and application of the law on assault. Complete the following activity.

Look at the following scenario:

James and Lauren were sat in the college library trying to revise for their law mock exam. They quickly became bored and decided to go for a coffee at the local café around the corner. On the way to the café they saw Lucy walking towards college wearing a pink skirt with her law books. James and Lauren were jealous of Lucy as she constantly got As in her work. Lauren had her number though as they were on the same messaging app group chat. James thought it would be funny to ring Lucy on her mobile. James used Lauren’s phone and withheld the number. When Lucy answered her phone he was silent at first and then said ‘Nice pink skirt… you just never know who is watching!’ Lucy started to cry and shake and she ran to college as fast as she could.

Answer the following questions:

1. What is the AR of assault? 
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2. Can you list three key cases and principles to illustrate the AR of assault?
A.

[image: image2]
3. Using this knowledge can you apply the AR to the scenario you have just seen?
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4. What is the MR of assault? 
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5. Can you tell me the name of a case and the legal principle for MR?
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Make up your own scenario with a mark scheme to give to someone else in the class.


To cause V to apprehend  immediate, unlawful personal violence.





Smith v Super Intendent of Woking Police – as the threat was imminent the AR was satisfied.


R v Lamb – there was no fear and therefore no assault.


Stephens v Myers – raising fists amounted to an assault as v apprehended immediate unlawful personal violence.


Tuberville v Savage – words can negate an assault.


R v Ireland – Silent phone calls can amount to an assault.





Students should say something along the lines of: 


There has been an assault as Lucy is clearly frightened as she is crying and shaking and she ran to college as fast as she could. The fact that James is on the phone is irrelevant as held in Smith v SI of Woking Police as long as the threat is imminent the AR is satisfied. Here the threat is imminent as James could just be at college or near her as he said he knew what she was wearing implying he was close by. There are no causation issues and therefore the AR is satisfied.





Intention or recklessness as to cause V to apprehend immediate unlawful personal violence





Can you apply the MR to the scenario?





R v Venna – Subjective recklessness will suffice for assault.





It is unclear if James had intention to frighten Lucy as although he was jealous of her he did decide to phone her for a laugh and not necessarily to cause her to be scared. However, he would see a risk of ringing up someone and scaring them by telling them they were being watched but decided to take this risk anyway.
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