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Teacher resource 3 - Causation activity 

Teacher note
You have now studied the law on causation. In the exam you may be asked to explain this and/or apply it. You may also need to consider the issue of causation when applying to Non-Fatal and Fatal Offences.
Complete the following activity:
Lady Gadget’s Revenge 

After not winning an award at ‘The British Music Awards’, Lady Gadget has taken to drink. She gate crashes the main after party at and heads for the VIP area on the balcony over the dance floor. Much to Lady Gadget’s disgust, Rapper JJ and his friends are sat around a table celebrating his award. Lady Gadget edges through the crowd to Rapper JJ’s table but her anger gets the better of her and she lashes out at him. As Rapper JJ does not drink he was quick enough to jump out of the way of Lady Gadget’s fist but in doing so he loses his balance and falls backwards over the balcony rail and lands on the dance floor below, breaking his leg.

Lady Gadget might be prosecuted for an offence.

Discuss what is meant by Factual and Legal causation. 
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What is a novus actus interveniens?
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Discuss whether Lady Gadget’s actions were a legal and factual cause of Rapper JJ’s injuries. Don’t forget to consider any intervening events and use cases throughout. 
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Extension activities
Look at the NFO in question. What offence could you charge Lady Gadget with?
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How would you apply the law here to the offence?
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Factual causation uses the but for test i.e. but for D’s actions would the result have happened? Legal Causation uses the De -minimus test i.e. was D more than a minimal cause?





This is an intervening act that is so unforeseeable it renders the original act as insignificant. It could be an act of a 3rd party, V’s own act, medical treatment or an unpredictable event.





But for Lady Gadget lashing out at Rapper JJ he would not have jumped out of the way, lost his balance and fallen backwards over the balcony landing on the dancefloor and broken his leg. Lady Gadget is more than a minimal cause for lashing out at him and there is no brake in the chain of causation via V’s own act as seen in R v Lewis as it is foreseeable that is someone lashes out at you, you would try and jump out of the way and you could lose your balance. Therefore, Lady Gadget is both the factual and legal cause.
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AR – Broken leg is serious harm. You would also use the causation application above.


MR – she intended some harm as she deliberately lashed out at Rapper JJ. If this could not be satisfied for any reason, then she was reckless as she would have seen the risk of lashing out and causing some harm but decided to take this risk anyway.


If you have done intoxication you could also mention it is no defence as GBH s20 is a basic intent offence.
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