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Curriculum content
	Rules and theory
	· An outline of the rules of criminal law
· An overview of the theory of criminal law

	General elements of criminal liability
	· Actus reus: conduct and consequence crimes; voluntary acts and omissions; involuntariness; causation 
· Mens rea: fault; intention and subjective recklessness; negligence and strict,liability; transferred malice; coincidence of actus reus and mens rea

	Fatal offences against the person
	· Murder: actus reus and mens rea
· Voluntary manslaughter: defences of loss of control and diminished responsibility under Coroners and Justice Act 2009
· Involuntary manslaughter: unlawful act manslaughter and gross negligence manslaughter

	Non-fatal offences against the person
	· Common assault: assault and battery under s39 Criminal Justice Act 1988
· Assault occasioning actual bodily harm, wounding and grievous bodily harm under s47, s20, s18 Offences Against the Person Act 1861

	Offences against property
	· Theft under s1 Theft Act 1968
· Robbery under s8 Theft Act 1968
· Burglary under s9(1)(a) and s9(1)(b) Theft Act 1968

	Mental capacity defences
	· Insanity, automatism, intoxication

	General defences
	· Self-defence, duress by threats, duress of circumstances and necessity
· Consent

	Preliminary offences
	· Attempts: the actus reus and mens rea; impossibility

	Evaluation
	Critical evaluation of:
· non-fatal offences against the person
· defences: intoxication, self-defence and consent
· ideas for reform
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Criminal law
Thinking conceptually: Approaches to teaching the content
General approaches
For Component 1, criminal law is worth 75% of the marks. To do well students must be able to show their knowledge of the law and apply it to a scenario. In addition, students must also be able to critically evaluate areas of law.  Perhaps the best approach would be to take a topic at a time. Teach the law, practise application and then evaluate the relevant area of law (offences against the person and defences including ideas for reform). Students can then think more conceptually about each topic. 
Common misconceptions or difficulties learners may have: 
Students will find some of the law difficult to understand. Once they have understood the law they then have to develop the skill of application. Many students here start to make assertions instead of justifying their decisions in various scenarios. Students in particular may initially struggle with some of the following: 
- applying to scenarios where causation is an issue 
- working out the relevant offences in a problem question 
There may be some confusion between property offences and NFOs e.g. confusing Robbery with a NFO. 
Conceptual links to other areas of the specification – useful ways to approach this topic to set learners up for topics later in the course: 
The criminal law topics should be used in the Component 3/4 Nature of law essay in  ‘Further law’ as students could discuss some issues such as Homicide and Duress when considering Morality, Justice and Society. 
Even though the material is different the skill set is very similar and therefore if a clear structure is put in place for criminal law it can be carried forward for Tort and Contract/Human Rights.
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Criminal law
Thinking Contextually: Approaches to teaching the content:
Overview
This delivery guide includes a variety of activities which are designed to deepen the learner’s understanding of the topics but to also develop essential legal skills which will be needed in future topics. These include: 
· Using the internet to research the law 
· Using scenarios to develop application skills 
· Independent research skills 
· Pair work 
· Group work 
· Evaluation of the law 
· Group debates 
· Problem solving skills 
· Questions and answers to test knowledge and understanding 
Contexts
This paper indicates the way in which criminal law could be taught and dealt with by students in the examination. Students must have knowledge of the law and be able to apply it whilst gaining a critical awareness of criminal law.
Teaching
There are number of ways of teaching criminal law. The most straightforward would be to cover the rules and theory followed by the general elements of criminal liability e.g. actus reus including causation and mens rea including strict liability, transferred malice and coincidence of AR and MR. Once students are familiar with this then they can go onto learning the offences, practicing application and then evaluating the offences.


Activities
The activities below can be used as required to build the necessary knowledge and understanding that students will find useful when studying criminal law. Some will be useful as ‘starters’, while others might form the main part of a lesson or can be set for homework.
	Title
	Organisation
	Resource
	Description

	You be the Judge
	Ministry of Justice
	http://ybtj.justice.gov.uk/ 
	This allows students to consider the aims, types and factors to consider when sentencing D. This can be used either at the beginning of this unit or at the end. Students can work as a group or individually on this. It can be used as a starter or as the main section of a lesson.
Students can look at specific crimes such as burglary, manslaughter, assault. They can look at sentences they would give and they can also use the website for their evaluation materials, looking at sentences to consider. This may be used in relation to concepts further along A Level law.

	Omissions activity
	OCR
	Teacher and learner resource 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rW23RsUTb2Y
	This activity gets students to think about when there is a duty to act. It also gives students the chance to research the duty situations where D has a legal requirement to act. Students are also expected to find at least one case for each duty.
Give out the above handout at the start of the omissions topic. Play the YouTube link, then let students research the omissions and the relevant cases that go with it. 
Potential answers include: 
Contractual: R v Pitwood – D had a duty outlined in his contract to close the railway crossing gate. His failure to do so meant he could be charged with manslaughter. 
Voluntary duty: R v Stone and Dobinson – D volunteered to look after his sister. D did not call the medical services when she became sick and they had a duty to do this as they had voluntary assumed that duty. 
Chain of events: R v Miller – D set fire to a mattress and did nothing to prevent the fire from spreading. As he had set in motion a chain of events he had a duty to put the fire out. 
Official position: R v Dytham – D was a uniformed police officer saw a fight but did nothing to stop it and drove away once it was over. D had a duty to act because of his official position and his failure to do so meant he could be charged with an offence. Statutory duty: D had a duty under The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 to muzzle his dog to ensure the public were safe.

	Causation
	OCR
	Teacher and learner resource 3
	Students can show their knowledge of causation and begin to develop their application skills.
This will help students apply to causation and there is the opportunity to revisit this scenario later on with NFO’s.

	Actus Reus and Mens rea
	Little People Productions
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVkcKEIHlNo 
	This activity is to test the students’ knowledge of key cases on AR and MR. They need write down their answers on mini whiteboards.
This activity will test learners’ knowledge of key cases and it can be used at the end of teaching AR and MR or at any time throughout this section of the course or for revision. 
Play the YouTube video. 
Get students to write the name and principle of cases where prompted. The answers will appear at the end. 
Extension task idea: Get them to work in groups/on their own to create three of their own picture games and share them with the class.

	Unlawful Act Manslaughter Activity
	OCR
	Teacher and learner resource 5
	This is a handout to summarise UAM and in particular focus on the 2nd test i.e. was the act dangerous?
Students can complete this when they get to test 2 (objectively dangerous) or when they have finished the topic.

	Assault
	OCR
	Teacher and learner resource 6
	The activity is to get students to go over the law on assault and apply this to a problem scenario. Usually students understand why there has been an assault but they fail to apply to some of the more difficult technicalities such as immediacy.
This will help prepare students for the exam as they will be expected to do something similar here.

	Non-Fatal Offences Summary
	OCR
	Teacher and learner resource 7
	This is a revision table for learners. They can test both their knowledge of the relevant law and key cases. Learners can use this after being taught NFO’s to help them learn the law and relevant legal authority. Blank tables should be made available so this can be done regularly and independently.
Blank charts should be made available for students to help them learn this topic.

	Theft picture game
	OCR
	Learner resource 8
	Use this as a starter to re-cap case knowledge. The teacher can go through the PowerPoint whilst the students write their answers on the mini white boards.
Teacher resource: Using the attached PP go through this with students. Make sure they include the name and the principle of each case. 
Ask them: Using your mini whiteboards, write the name and the principles of the following cases. 
The answers are as follows: 
1. R v Gomez – there can be an appropriation even where there is consent. 
2. Oxford v Moss – Information can’t be stolen 
3. R v Turner – Property can belong to more than one persona and you can steal your own property. 
4. Ivey v Genting Casinos Ltd – juries should be directed to answer: (a) what was the actual state of D’s knowledge or belief as to the facts? (b) in the context of (a), was D’s conduct dishonest by the standards of ordinary decent people? 
5. R v Raphael – There was an IPD as the car would only be returned if D was given money in exchange for it. Extension activity idea: Q+A of cases as appropriate.

	Burglary picture game
	OCR
	Learner resource 9
	Use this case as a starter to re-cap case knowledge. The teacher can go through the PP whilst students write down both the case names and principles on mini whiteboards.
Go through the available PP. 
The intro slide asks: What are the main features of 91a and 91b? 
Answers as follows: 
91a – intent must happen before entry, CD is an ulterior offence, conditional intent will suffice, there is no need to attempt the ulterior offence. Offence is complete upon entry. 
91b = intent formed once inside the building as a trespasser, no CD, must have MR of the ulterior offence, must at least attempt ulterior offence. 
Picture game answers:
1. R v Ryan – entry no longer needs to be effective. It is for the jury to decide if there has been an entry. 
2. R v Walkington – The counter area was not an area where customers could go and therefore, D was charged with 91a. 
3. R v Collins – D was not a trespasser as he had been invited in. 
4. R v Smith and Jones – as D had gone into the house to exceed the permission given he entered as a trespasser. 
5. A-Gs Ref No 1 and 2 (1979) – conditional intent will suffice for the MR of Burglary. 
Idea for extension activity: Q+A of cases as appropriate.

	Intoxication Summary
	OCR
	Teacher and learner resource 10
	This is a table that helps students revise not only the law on intoxication but will help them with their application as it emphasises the different rules specific and basic intent crimes for voluntary and involuntary intoxication.
Blank charts should be made available to help learners go over this topic throughout the linear course.


OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. 
© OCR 2020 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: n/a
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk
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