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GCSE (9–1) ENGLISH LANGUAGE   J351

Exam hints

Plan your time carefully in the exam. Try to 
give yourself enough time to complete all the 

questions.

Select short quotations to support your response. 
Try to include them as part of a sentence.

When choosing which writing question to answer, 
think carefully about which one will best allow you 

to show your skills.

Think about the writer’s viewpoint – how are they 
connected to the theme, topic or event they are 

writing about?

Spend equal amounts of time on the  
Reading and Writing sections. 

More complex subject terminology is not always 
helpful. Use what is most appropriate in your 

response.

Try to compare both texts together rather than 
looking at each text separately.  Remember that 

connectives can be helpful here.

Always keep in mind the form, audience and 
purpose of the writing task.

Read and annotate both unseen texts in each 
paper before you start the questions.  
This will help you with your answers.

Comment on language and structure. Think about 
the effects on the reader/audience.

Personal opinions are not the same as personal 
responses - the points you make must be backed 

up with evidence from the texts.

Make sure that your handwriting is legible.



OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 
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Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
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Need to get in touch?
If you ever have any questions about 
OCR qualifications or services (including 
administration, logistics and teaching)  
please feel free to get in touch with our 
Customer Support Centre. 
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