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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y136 series overview 
Y136 is one of a number of British period study and Enquiry units. Each unit has two elements: a period 
study and an enquiry. The Enquiry element either precedes or continues the period study so as to 
provide increased coherence and coverage of the chosen period of British History. The Period study 
element of the Unit group is assessed by essays, with two set from different Key topics and candidates 
are required to answer one. In the Enquiry element candidates are required to critically use three 
sources. The first question requires candidates to consider the utility of one source in relation to an issue 
and the second question requires candidates to use all three sources in their historical context to assess 
the validity of a view. In both questions candidates are required to explain the source or sources in 
relation to the question and apply both contextual knowledge and consider the provenance of the 
sources in order to reach a judgement based on the sources on the issue in the question. 

  



AS Level History A - Y136/01 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 5 © OCR 2019 

Section A overview 
The Enquiry section in this unit comes at the end of the period and builds on the developments that have 
taken place in the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII. The two questions require candidates to critically 
assess evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this 
section with all marks awarded against AO2.  

Question 1 

Candidates were able to explain how the source showed that many in London were upset by the first of 
the Marian burnings. Whilst most were able to use some contextual knowledge to support their 
explanation, there was a number who did not read the attribution carefully to see that the incident was 
the first of the Marian burnings and therefore some of the comments about earlier burnings were 
erroneous. Many candidates made reference to the number of burnings carried out but pointed out that 
that despite the reaction shown in the Source there was little evidence of people being converted to 
Protestantism as a result. Many used this an opportunity to explain how the burnings were often seen as 
a form of entertainment and used the example of the profits made by the Kent cherry pickers to support 
their point. A few strong answers went further and also noted that for the burnings to take place there 
must have been reports made by people to JPs of heretical beliefs and therefore there was not that 
much opposition, although some contrasted that with the changes made to the timings because of a fear 
of disturbances. Candidates were less convincing in their consideration of the provenance of the source 
and this led to stock comments about an ambassador and his role.  

However, the strongest answers - as seen in the response below - were aware of Renard’s relationship 
with Mary and his concern about Philip’s position in England. Some argued that this would lead him to be 
accurate in his reporting, whilst others suggested that he might exaggerate the situation in order to 
persuade Philip to return to England and stop the burnings given both the ambassador and Philip’s view 
of them. 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 2 

The term ‘reconciliation’ was challenging for some candidates and led a number to misinterpret the 
sources in relation to the question. In order to access the highest level on this question candidates do 
need to explain the three sources in relation to the question, use both contextual knowledge and 
provenance and reach a judgement, in light of the evaluation, as to whether the sources support or 
challenge the view. The example below illustrates where candidates often tackle one element well, in 
this instance contextual knowledge, but are weaker on the other.  

The sources were taken from across Mary’s reign and provided candidates with the opportunity to 
consider how her views developed. Most candidates argued that Source A showed clearly Mary’s desire 
for reconciliation, but went on to argue this was because it was from the start of her reign when her 
position was insecure following the Lady Jane Grey affair. Most were also able to consider the 
provenance by analysing the purpose of Mary’s proclamation. Source B presented the greatest 
challenge with a number unsure as to whether it was supporting or challenging the view. In trying to 
resolve the issue of the ownership of former monastic lands many argued that Mary was, by eventually 
allowing the gentry and nobility to keep them, following a policy of reconciliation. The strongest answers 
placed this in the context of her struggles to get legislation through parliament. In discussing provenance 
responses considered the position of the ambassador and the purpose of his correspondence and his 
attitude to the issue. Some argued that the burnings were an example of reconciliation by forcing people 
to conform, but most argued that this was a sign that Mary had moved away from reconciliation and that 
her policies had become harsher. Contextual knowledge was readily available in the form of the numbers 
and type of people burnt. Provenance was also often well explored, not just through considering the role 
of the author, but also his purpose.  

Exemplar 2 
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Section B overview 
Two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic, but centres should be aware that although there 
are two topics on Henry VII and two on Henry VIII there is no guarantee that one question will be set on 
each monarch, as is shown by the two questions below. The questions set require candidates to analyse 
causes and consequences of major historical issues. 

Question 3 

Although this was the least popular of the two questions, it still produced some strong answers as the 
exemplar below shows. The response considers a range of issues, which are well explained and 
reaches a supported judgement as to how successful Henry’s financial policy was. At the lower end of 
the mark range some candidates’ understanding of financial was limited and this led to them writing 
about other issues, particularly his suppression of rebellions and the Yorkist threat. However, there were 
some responses where candidates were able to link the issue of the nobility to finances and use it to 
help them address the demands of the question. Many responses noted the success of his financial 
policy and commented on the surplus he built up, but the strongest answers did question at what cost. 
Many responses broke his policy down into ordinary and extraordinary revenue and assessed the extent 
to which he was successful in each. Most were able to comment on his acquisition of funds through his 
foreign policy and also comment about how his attempts to raise taxation led to unrest in both Yorkshire 
and Cornwall. The strongest answers considered issues such as crown lands and customs and were 
able to support their argument with precise details. Financial policy is a large topic and it is not expected 
that candidates would cover all issues to access the higher levels, what is important is that there is 
balance and a developed analysis and judgement.  

Exemplar 3 
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Question 4 

This was the more popular question and there was wide range of responses and coverage of the topic. 
The strongest answers established criteria against which to judge whether the policy ‘achieved little’, 
many did this by outlining Henry’s aims and considering the extent to which they were achieved, others 
considered his policy in relation to each country, whilst some took a more chronological approach and 
often suggested that little was achieved in the later part of his reign. All of these approaches were 
acceptable, supporting the mark scheme comment that no set answer is required. However, whatever 
approach is followed, it is important that a supported a developed judgement is reached in order to 
access the highest marks. The script below provides a good example of a response where the 
explanation is strong, which would take it to the top of Level 4, but where the judgement would benefit 
from greater development so that it reached the very top of Level 5. Candidates who want to achieve the 
highest level should attempt to reach interim judgements after they have considered each issue and then 
use those to help reach an overall judgement in their conclusion. The weakest answers often focused on 
a narrow range of issues, often Medina del Campo and Etaples or did not go beyond the early years of 
Henry’s reign. However, in a question such as this there really does need to be coverage of the whole 
period, even if some parts are treated less thoroughly, so that a valid overall judgement can be reached. 
There were a wide range of issues that could be considered and it was not expected that everything was 
covered but a balanced discussion was expected and therefore it was helpful to discuss the latter years 
of his reign and the situation by 1509 when many of the earlier achievements appear to have been 
undermined.  
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at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level*

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults
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Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
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