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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.

3

© OCR 2019

AS Level History A - Y143/01 - Summer 2019

Examiners’ report

Paper Y143 series overview
Y143 is one of a number of British period study and Enquiry units. Each unit has two elements: a period
study and an enquiry. The Enquiry element either precedes or continues the period study so as to
provide increased coherence and coverage of the chosen period of British History. The Period study
element of the component group is assessed by essays, with two set from different Key topics and
candidates are required to answer one. In the Enquiry element candidates are required to critically use
three sources. The first question requires candidates to consider the utility of one source in relation to an
issue and the second question requires candidates to use all three sources in their historical context to
assess the validity of a view. In both questions, candidates are required to explain the source or sources
in relation to the question and apply both contextual knowledge and consider the provenance of the
sources in order to reach a judgement based on the sources on the issue in the question.
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Section A overview
The Enquiry section in this unit examines Churchill’s diplomatic leadership during WW2 and in particular
examines his relationship with the Soviet Union. The two questions require candidates to critically
assess evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this
section with all marks given against AO2.

Question 1

Many candidates were able to explain how the source demonstrated that Churchill had some control
over the shaping of post-war Eastern Europe. Some were able to use some contextual knowledge to
support their explanation and could discuss the ‘percentages agreement’. Fewer candidates mentioned
the almost light-hearted decision that was taken at the meeting. Candidates were less convincing in their
analysis of Churchill’s attitude towards the Soviet Union and tended to argue more generally about
relations between Stalin and Churchill. Many were also less certain on the provenance of the source and
this led to stock comments about Churchill forgetting the details of the agreement as it was signed 10
years beforehand. The exemplar chosen here demonstrates both contextual knowledge and provenance
being used to support the analysis in order to reach L4. Some of the comments on provenance are
undeveloped hence the answer did not reach the top band.

Exemplar 1
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Question 2

Most candidates found the question accessible and were able to produce a reasonably focused answer.
In order to access the highest level on this question candidates need to explain the three sources in
relation to the question, use both contextual knowledge and provenance and reach a judgement, in light
of the evaluation, as to whether the sources support or challenge the view.
The three sources dealt with a number of views on Churchill’s dealings with Stalin in the ‘Percentages
Agreement’ and at Yalta. Most were able to demonstrate that A showed that Stalin was strong in his
agreements with Stalin as he appeared to dictate the terms of the agreement. Many were able to point
out that as this was written post-war there was an element of Churchill boasting that he was able to
influence events, although there were some stock comments about him perhaps forgetting some details
as he was writing much later. In B some candidates demonstrated good knowledge of the failure to
support the pro-Western Polish government by allowing the Lublin Poles to take power. Most were able
to make pertinent points about this source coming from a fellow Conservative, although fewer made
much of McEwen being a former member of the armed forces. In C most candidates were able to point
out that this was an attack on Churchill’s view of the Russian occupation as an ‘act of justice’. Some
evaluated the comment as coming from a member of his own party, while others relied on evaluating the
date of the comment with Douglas-Home recalling his comments much later. Contextual knowledge
generally revolved around aspects of the Yalta agreement with some able to discuss the agreement on
free elections. The best answers were able to explain the sources and evaluate using context and
provenance but many candidates ignored provenance and were confined to Level 3 or below.
Exemplar 2 demonstrates a high level response where the candidate has used contextual knowledge
and provenance skilfully to reach a supported judgement.

Exemplar 2
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Section B overview
Two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic. Here the candidates are asked to examine the key
election of 1951 and the concept of decolonisation. The questions set require candidates to analyse
causes and consequences of major historical issues.

Question 3

This was the most popular of the essay questions and was answered by the vast majority of candidates.
It was generally well-answered as demonstrated in Exemplar 3 where the candidate displayed detailed
knowledge and a consistent focus on the question to reach Level 5.
Most could examine a range of Conservative strengths, including Churchill’s position as a war hero,
Woolton’s reorganisation of the party and the emergence of young MPs such as Maudling. Candidates
were also able to discuss the campaign and Conservative promises of new homes, a reduction in
rationing and lower taxes. This was generally balanced against good knowledge of Labour’s
weaknesses, including the unpopularity of rationing, splits over NHS charges, divisions over the Korean
War and the Bevanite rebellion of 1950. The best answers were also able to discuss the impact of the
first past the post system and show how this favoured the Conservatives in this election.
Many answers were well-balanced and contained a mixture of analysis and contextual support. Those in
the highest levels came to a valid, supported judgement.

Exemplar 3
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Question 4

There were very few responses to this question. Candidates who did well on this question adopted a
simple structure that compared the impact of the Second World War against other factors. In examining
the impact of the Second World War, profitable approaches would have looked at the surrender in
Singapore and its impact alongside the growth of nationalist movements and discontent in Britain’s
colonies as a result of fighting in the war. Answers which also examined Britain’s attempts to exploit
colonial economic resources were also credited. In arguing that decolonisation was in fact caused by
other factors might have examined the impact of the Cold War on Britain’s focus, Britain’s weaker
economic position after the war, the impact of the Suez Crisis and the problems of protest in places such
as Kenya, Cyprus and Malaya.
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Supporting you
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results
If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results

services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level
and Cambridge Nationals.
It allows you to:
•

review and run analysis reports on exam performance

•

analyse results at question and/or topic level*

•

compare your centre with OCR national averages

•

identify trends across the centre

•

facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

•

identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

•

help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/
Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.
Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website.
www.ocr.org.uk
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OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:
www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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