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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations.  They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.  The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper 2 series overview 
Examiners felt candidates had performed well in the literature component this year. Understanding of the 
set texts was impressive all round, and the questions on Tacitus and Virgil in particular were well 
answered. 

Candidates must make sure to divide their time carefully among the various aspects of the exam, and to 
apply their knowledge carefully to the question at hand. They should also pay attention to the marks 
allocated to questions testing AO1 knowledge as some answers had insufficient detail to gain the 
maximum amount of marks. 

The 6- or 8-mark content/style question 

The 6- or 8-mark questions which demand that the candidate makes judgements about the language 
and style of their chosen authors must be supported with references to the specific Latin being 
discussed.  This has been the case for many years, and it is alarming to see a fair number of answers 
make very reasonable and compelling points but with no support.   

Some candidates included many extra points or huge amounts of information in 6- and 8-mark 
questions.  This was often unnecessary and detracted from the quality of the most important points.  
Candidates must also make sure to link fully their point back to the answer.  This was somewhat lacking 
in answers relying heavily on literary techniques and sound play (alliteration, anaphora etc).  Candidates 
must talk about the effect of literary devices not just the use of them.  

Many candidates received one point where they could have received two as they did not link their point 
back to the question.  Candidates must also make sure to use quotation intelligently: one-word quotes 
were generally not rewarded with marks, and information from over-long quotes was usually undigested.  
Latin quotations should also always be translated to English.  Quotations should not also contain only 
grammatical words (e.g. iam iam); all quotes should be linked back to the question and the point being 
made.  Finally, candidates must explain how each of their observations answers the question on the 
page. 

Despite these comments, overall, these questions were well answered by the vast majority of 
candidates. 

The 10-mark essay 

The ten-mark essay question is on the whole text studied and points made need to be relevant and 
specific.  General assertion gets limited credit.   

Candidates occasionally did not leave enough time to respond adequately to the 10-mark essays, which 
hurt their overall performance.  By focusing on making the required amount of points mentioned in the 
questions earlier in the paper, candidates may have been more efficient with their time. 

The best responses in the 10-mark essay sensitively engaged with the terms of the question, and did not 
try and cover too much ground.  The best answers also grouped suitable material thematically as 
opposed to giving disparate points. 

 

Translation 

Translations were very well answered by most candidates.  Candidates should be careful with tense 
errors in particular.  Also, many candidates forgot to include conjunctions of words near the beginning 
and end. 
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Section A overview 
The Cicero was considerably more popular than Tacitus.  Both prescriptions had clearly been taught 
very well with most of the smaller mark questions being negotiated with relative ease and some excellent 
examples of engagement with the content/style questions and extended essays.   

Question 1 (a) 

Generally answered well. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

Frequent mistakes with the imperative, pluperfect tense mistranslated, ‘parentem’ taken as parents, and 
a widespread mistranslation of ‘gratia’.  Most candidates scored 4 or 5.   

 

Question 1 (c) 

Generally answered well but an alarming amount of answers only gave one point. 
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Question 1 (d) 

Well answered, but many tried to simply quote without explaining the relevance. 

 

Question 1 (e) 

‘gratia’ cannot mean thanks here, but must mean influence or popularity. 

 

Question 1 (f) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many candidates gave kingdom instead of kingship, for which they were not given marks. 
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Question 1 (g) 

Generally answered well, with candidates commenting well on Anthony’s associates and drunkenness. 
Points resting solely on repeated words were weaker. 

 

Exemplar 1 
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An example of a content/style question, which has achieved full marks by making four relevant points on 
Cicero adding force to his disapproval of Antony supported with accurate Latin and English translation.   

 

Question 1 (h) 

Generally answered well. 

 

Question 1 (i) 

Generally answered well. 

 

Question 1 (j) 

The best answers focused on the difference between institutions and specific figures.  Largely answers 
used well-chosen examples from the full prescription.  Weaker responses did not address the idea of 
‘defence’ versus ‘exposing faults’ and instead gave a narrative of the text studied. 
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Question 2 (a) (i) 

Very well answered. 

 

Question 2 (a) (ii) 

Generally, well answered.  Some provide incorrect names of the legates. 

 

Question 2 (b) 

Generally answered correctly. 

 

Question 2 (c) 

Very accurate.  With most candidates scoring 4 or 5. 
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Question 2 (d) (i)  

Most candidates got the idea of beauty but not age. 

 

Question 2 (d) (ii) 

Very well answered. 

 

Question 2 (e) 

Very well answered, with a nice spread of points across the board.  
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Exemplar 2 
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An example of a content/style question, which has achieved full marks by making four relevant points on 
Tacitus conveying the shocking behaviour of the legions supported with accurate Latin and English 
translation.   

 

Question 2 (f) 

Generally, very well answered, some forgot to mention that it was ‘hushed up by those in the know’. 
 

Question 2 (g) 

Well answered but a few candidates did not support their answers with Latin so received half marks. 

 

Question 2 (h) 

A very well answered question.  The strongest answered compared Tacitus’ portrayals of different 
emperors with specific detail.  Largely answers used well-chosen examples from the full prescription.   
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Section B overview 
The Virgil was considerably more popular than Horace.  Both prescriptions had clearly been taught very 
well with most of the smaller mark questions being negotiated with relative ease and some excellent 
examples of engagement with the content/style questions and extended essays.   

 

Question 3 (a) (i) 

Almost all candidates got 1. 

 

Question 3 (a) (ii) 

Very well answered. 
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Question 3 (b) 

Well answered overall.  Some forgot to mention another detail of the soldiers’ purpose for the third mark. 

   

Question 3 (c) 

Very few errors with most candidates gaining 4 or 5.  The most common omissions were ‘exstructo’ and 
‘sublimem’. 

 

Question 3 (d) 

Very well answered indeed.  Some struggled to make a cogent point about Dido.  

 

Question 3 (e) 

Well answered. 
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Question 3 (f) 

Well answered. Some mentioned details of the mourning without forming a point. The strongest answers 
treated both halves of the question equally. 

Exemplar 3 

 



AS Level Latin - H043/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 18 © OCR 2019 

An example of a content/style question, which has achieved full marks by making four relevant points on 
Virgil’s emphasis of the grief of the Latins and the anger of Turnus supported with accurate Latin and 
English translation.  

 

Question 3 (g) 

Well answered. 

 

Question 3 (h) 

A very well answered question.  An impressive knowledge of detail was on show, as well as literary 
sensitivity.  Some fell into the trap of discussing the sympathy of the reader as opposed to the sympathy 
of Virgil.  Largely answers used well-chosen examples from the full prescription.   
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Question 4 (a) (i) 

Answered correctly by almost all candidates. 

Question 4 (a) (ii) 

Well answered. 
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Exemplar 4 

An example of a content/style question, which has achieved full marks by making four relevant points on 
Horace’s positive image of the ant supported with accurate Latin and English translation.   
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Question 4 (b) 

Generally, well answered, although some lacked detail.  To mention the ant is described with a 
diminutive is not enough, and the best contrasted this with the magnitude of his labour. 

 

Question 4 (c) 

Generally answered correctly. 

 

Question 4 (d) 

Generally answered correctly. 

 

Question 4 (e) 

Very well answered, although some answers forgot to mention the attitude of friends in response. 
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Question 4 (f) 

Generally, well answered, though some answers did not link their points back to the question of ‘drawing 
attention’. 

 

Question 4 (g) 

Generally, well answered. 

 

Question 4 (h) 

Well answered but a few candidates forgot to explain how humour is used by Horace, simply giving 
examples of what Horace writes in the prescription without assessing the idea of ‘effective’.  Largely 
answers used well-chosen examples from the full prescription.   
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