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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations.  They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.  The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper 2 series overview 
As usual, the ‘Tales from Herodotus’ prose literature option was offered by the vast majority of Centres.  
In this second examined sitting of the ‘Solon and Croesus’ story there were, once again, many 
impressive scripts, expressing candidates’ enjoyment of original Greek literature and their appreciation of 
its literary merits.  Teachers and students have evidently adjusted well to the requirements of the new 
specification and deserve credit for engaging wholeheartedly with a subject that often has to be delivered 
under timetabling constraints, in a short period of time. 

Two general points are worth noting about the extended-response questions: 

8-mark question 

The marking grid for Level 3 and 4 requires candidates to make both content and style points in their 
answer.  In order to access Level 3 (5–6 marks) candidates were required to make at least one style 
point; to access Level 4 (7–8 marks) candidates were required to make at least two style points. 

10-mark question 

When the prescribed text is being examined for a second time, candidates are cautioned against 
regurgitating a prepared essay learned in response to the question set on the previous year’s paper.  

Shortcomings in English expression are particularly exposed in the 10-mark essay.  There is much to be 
said for taking time to draft a brief plan at the beginning and reading through the whole response at the 
end. 
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Question 1 (a) 

 

Almost all candidates got this answer correct. 

  

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Question 1 (b) 

The best answers quoted the Greek and its matching translation rather than gesturing towards its 
meaning.  Most performed very well, finding a variety of points to make about Herodotus’ use of 
language, and easily meeting the requirement for at least one point about language/style.  There was 
some confusion over grammatical terms (κάλλιστα, for example, described as an adjective rather than 
an adverb) but examiners exercised a degree of flexibility in such instances.  

Exemplar 1 illustrates a full-mark response to this question. 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 1 (c) 

Almost all candidates received full marks for this question. 

Question 2 (a) 

 

Almost all candidates earned the mark for this question.  A few omitted to say that the mother’s prayer 
applied to her sons or said that she asked for the best ‘end’ a man can meet with. 

  

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Question 2 (b) 

This is an example of the sort of personal response questions (AO3) which feature in the new 
specification.  Candidates who focused carefully on the specified lemma and were not distracted by the 
earlier section of the passage (about the mother’s pride in her sons’ achievements) easily earned full 
marks.  Most interpreted the deaths of Cleobis and Biton and their subsequent commemoration in a 
positive light; very few were brave enough to suggest that their mother might not have been happy. 

Exemplar 2 illustrates a full-mark response to this question.  
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Exemplar 2 

 

  

 

Misconception Greek quotation and literary analysis are not required here (although many 
excellent responses included supporting evidence in Greek). 

Some candidates were under the impression that the young men had been 
buried at Delphi. 
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Question 3 (a) 

 

Here, too, there is a need to focus closely on the specified section of Greek.  Even very good candidates 
often achieved just one mark because they omitted the last part of the lemma (πολλοῖς γὰρ δὴ 
ὑποδείξας ὄλβον ὁ θεὸς προρρίζους ἀνέτρεψε). 

Question 3 (b) 

This translation question was a good discriminator and full marks often proved elusive.  Common pitfalls 
included: the tense of λέγων; reversing the subject/object (Solon/Croesus); the idiomatic phrase λόγου 
δὲ αὐτὸν ποιησάμενος οὐδενὸς; the relative link (ὃς); and the indirect command (ὁρᾶν ἐκέλευε) at the 
end.  Three of these are explained in more detail in the ‘misconceptions’ listed below. 

Exemplar 3 illustrates a translation which earned 2/5. 

  

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Exemplar 3 

 

Question 4 (a) 

 

Nearly all candidates got this answer correct. 

  

 

Misconception λέγων: commonly translated as aorist rather than present 

λόγου δὲ αὐτὸν ποιησάμενος: many translations referred to ‘the words’ [of 
Croesus], making λόγου the object of the participle 

ὁρᾶν ἐκέλευε: ‘demanded to see’ was not accepted as a translation of this 
indirect command 

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Question 4 (b) (i) 

Almost all candidates were able to get across the idea that Cyrus and Croesus spoke different 
languages, although the latter was sometimes assumed to be a Greek speaker.  Credit was not given to 
the few who suggested that Cyrus used translators because the fire was too hot for him to approach. 

Question 4 (b) (ii) 

Nearly all candidates got this answer correct. 

Question 4 (c)  

Answers which offered a phrase of two or more words, correctly translated, earned full marks.  Despite 
the instruction in the question, however, many candidates gave just one word.  While τέως is best 
translated by an English phrase (‘for a while’), it does not constitute a phrase in Greek. 

 

AfL Teachers are encouraged to reinforce the distinction between a word, a 
phrase (a small group of words standing together as a conceptual unit) and 
a clause (a group of words that contains a subject and a verb). 
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Question 4 (d) 

The best candidates made detailed use of the whole lemma and could earn full marks by making at least 
four of the five acceptable points.  Candidates are advised to look carefully at the number of marks on 
offer to work out how many points are needed.  Some lost marks by starting at καὶ πάντα (line 4) rather 
than at ἔλθοι ποτὲ ὁ Σόλων (line 3), omitting any reference to Solon’s visit or Croesus’ wealth.  Many 
seemed unsure about the meaning of ‘οὐδέν τι μᾶλλον εἰς ἑαυτὸν λέγων ἢ εἰς ἅπαν τὸ ἀνθρώπινον’ 
but well-learned translations did earn credit. 
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Question 5  

 

There were some excellent responses to this question.  The great majority knew the text well and found 
the passage a rich source of material for literary comment.  The best made use of the whole extract, 
selecting a range of apposite quotations, translating these accurately and engaging very well with the 
question.  Those who did not convey an understanding of the meaning or context of the Greek fared less 
well. δακρύων was a popular discussion point: strong candidates developed this well, finding dramatic 
effect in the contrast between Croesus’ previous arrogant over-confidence and his desperation now.  
There was liberal peppering of literary terms (not always understood), with ‘tricolon’ particularly popular 
this year.  A number of candidates considered συνέδραμεν to be an example of personification without 
explaining this idea in sufficient detail. 

Exemplar 4 is extracted from a response which earned full marks, showing good use of the Greek and 
relevant discussion.  It also illustrates the AfL point below.  

  

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Exemplar 4 

 

 

  

 

AfL When commenting on a prose text, it is not appropriate to talk of the 
emphatic positioning of words in a line.  Candidates should refer to the 
position of words in a clause or a sentence. 
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Question 6 

 

Although the question asks about Herodotus’ language, examiners allowed two content points since 
there is no accompanying English translation provided (unlike Question 1(b)).  The great majority of 
candidates were therefore able to earn full marks; in fact, most did manage to address the ‘language’ 
element of the question.  Answers which did not make the meaning of the Greek clear, or which made 
vague stylistic points without reference to the text could not be credited.  Exemplar 5 illustrates a 
response which earned 2/4 for this reason. 

  

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Exemplar 5 
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Question 7 

Most candidates were able to offer a wide range of examples of Herodotus’ balance of characteristics in 
his portrayal of Croesus.  Strong candidates analysed each story carefully, choosing either to paragraph 
Croesus’s various characteristics, or to weigh up how some behaviours could be viewed as both positive 
and negative: Croesus’ generosity towards Alcmaeon, for example, might be taken positively (he is 
rewarding a foreigner’s support of the Lydians) or negatively (humiliating someone for his own 
amusement).  A few made life difficult for themselves by interpreting the phrase ‘balance positive and 
negative qualities’ too narrowly, looking for a balancing episode every time a positive or negative 
characteristic was identified; this often made for an awkwardly structured answer and some strained 
comparisons. 

The best-prepared candidates understood that the Alcmaeon episode, although located at the end of the 
text in the prescribed editions, does not follow chronologically on from the conclusion of the Solon and 
Croesus story.  (An excellent articulation of this was: ‘Between Solon’s dismissal and the arrival of the 
Persians we see the story of Alcmaeon.’)  Many, however, assumed that the Alcmaeon story happened 
chronologically after Croesus’ epiphany on the pyre, so that Croesus had ‘gone on a journey’ and 
become a better person (miraculously regaining his wealth!).  Since even very strong candidates offered 
arguments along these lines, examiners indulged such conclusions (if dubious).  Exemplar 6 illustrates 
the end of a response of this sort, which earned full marks despite the misconception. 

In some cases, there was a temptation to re-word a pre-learned response to last year’s question.  

  



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 19 © OCR 2019 

Exemplar 6 

 

 

 

 

 

AfL When studying an episodic text such as this, students need to understand 
that the stories do not necessarily follow in chronological order. 



Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.
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Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 
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• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level*

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 
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support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults
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