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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations.  They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.  The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper 5 series overview 
The overall standard was good.  Candidates were usually accurate with translation, although 
understanding was not always so assured.  Some candidates seemed to be caught off-guard by the first 
few questions, choosing the wrong line(s) from which to answer Question  1(a), and for Question 1(b) 
listing what Alcestis could have done with her life instead of giving a reason why she says this.  
Question 2 also proved to be a challenging question for different reasons; thus, a number of candidates 
did not seem to hit their stride until the translation question.  The rest of the paper seemed to be 
comparatively straightforward and most candidates appeared to have plenty of time to write full answers 
to the extended questions (Questions 7 & 8). 

Candidates should be encouraged to find time at the end of the exam to read through and check their 
answers.  Mistakes and omissions are all too common when the brain races ahead of the pen, and a 
single omission can be costly, especially in the translation question (e.g. omission of γυνὴ as the only 
error would result in a mark of 4/5).  Extended answers (Questions 7 & 8) were often littered with poor 
English (“I majoritvely [sic] agree”; “conscrewed” = construed?), occasionally compounded by poor 
handwriting; Admetus and Alcestis were sometimes transposed, leading to confusion, and ‘Aeneas’ 
appeared more than once in the essay (Question 8). 
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Question 1 (a) 

This question, requiring no more than a clear paraphrase of what Alcestis says about her decision to die, 
should have been straightforward, but a number of candidates did not take note of the line references 
and took their answer from the remainder of line 3 (παρόν μοι μὴ θανεῖν, ὑπὲρ σέθεν).  Where multiple 
questions are set on a single passage, candidates would be well advised to mark off the different 
sections on the question paper.  It was not always clear also that candidates understood the expression 
φῶς εἰσορᾶν; “see the light i.e. die”, or similar, appeared in more than one paper.  

Question 1 (b) 

Most answers were along the lines of ‘She is showing her husband what she has sacrificed to save him’, 
which was perfectly acceptable.  The Mark Scheme guidance allows for ‘valid alternatives’, but less 
obvious answers, such as ‘She is blackmailing her husband’, required some development or explanation 
to secure the mark. 
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Question 2 

Despite the inclusion of a translation of the Greek passage in this question, candidates struggled to fully 
understand the context.  Some had great difficulty explaining clearly the point about Admetus being an 
only child.  Others were seemingly unaware of the ellipsis at line 3 (‘If the parents had agreed to die for 
Admetus’), which led to some very confused, unclear answers.  

Too often candidates were content simply to give examples of Alcestis’ disappointment rather than 
showing how her disappointment is emphasised e.g. the emphatic position of μόνος or the strong 
negative idea of οὔτις ἐλπὶς.  Some candidates did well to mention the polysyndeton of κἀγώ ... καὶ ... 
κοὐκ ... καὶ (lines 3–5) but did not add any context and so made a very lame point out of something 
which could have scored full marks.  Such excessive brevity often reduces the worth of a style/language 
point, especially in the 8-mark question (see Question 7 below). 
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Exemplar 1  

Exemplar 1 illustrates good answer technique.  The candidate has accurately identified two conditional 
clauses in the Greek and matched each clause with English from the translation given.  The content is 
then used to illustrate aspects of Alcestis’ disappointment in answer to the question. 

Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 2 illustrates weak response technique.  The repetition of καί could, potentially, be a valid 
language point illustrating Alcestis’ disappointment, but the inclusion of ‘not’ in the first line of the answer 
is a mistake and this seriously undermines the point the candidate is trying to make.  Almost half the 
passage of Greek has been copied out but with no translation to give any context, and so the examiner 
is left with little more than a statement which says that lots of ‘and’s = disappointment. 
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Question 3 

The translation question was handled well by most candidates, although words such as γυνὴ or φθόνῳ 
were occasionally omitted.  The force of the prefix in ἐπιγαμέω (‘again/over’) was not always 
recognised, and similarly the absence of any translation for the particles δήτα and γε (line 5) was 
marked as an inconsequential error.  ‘Do violence’, as a translation of χεῖρα προσβαλεῖ (line 4), was 
judged to be an unnecessary paraphrase and counted as an inconsequential error (because there was 
no specific mention of ‘hand’). 
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Question 4 (a) 

Most candidates managed to pick out and translate an appropriate Greek phrase.  Some were unsure 
where the Greek for ‘as long as my life lasts’ begins and therefore quoted almost the whole line.  This 
was just about acceptable, but it should be noted that where a superfluous word is included in the Greek 
(e.g. ἀλλ'), this has to be included in the translation to secure the second mark. 

Question 4 (b) 

Whether making a content or a language point, candidates should refer to the Greek and preferably to 
the single word or phrase that carries the point, rather than quoting a whole line or sentence and 
certainly not in the format e.g. ‘στυγῶν ... πατέρα’, which risks omitting the relevant Greek element 
altogether. 
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As with Question 2 above, candidates often fell short of showing how Admetus’ anger was emphasised.  
For example, many translated lines 3–4 (στυγῶν ... πατέρα), but did not draw attention to the strong 
vocabulary or repetition of idea in the participles στυγῶν and ἐχθαίρων.  Candidates had difficulty 
explaining the contrast in λόγῳ/ἔργῳ (line 4), and translating φίλοι as ‘friends/friendly’ did not help to 
make the point clearly.  

Exemplar 3 

This is an example of good answer technique.  The answer opens with a relevant Greek quotation and 
an accurate English translation and then goes on to explain the link between the quoted section and how 
it emphasises Admetus’ anger.  In fact, the candidate could have made two separate points with this 
reference (i) στυγῶν – harsh word choice (ii) ἥ μ' ἔτικτεν – a cold alternative for ‘mother’. 

Question 4 (c) 

Most candidates were able to find two ways in which Alcestis proved her love, although ‘soul’ was an 
odd choice of translation for ψυχῆς in this context. 
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Question 5 (a) 

The details of Admetus consoling himself with an image of his wife were listed accurately.  Most 
candidates scored full marks. 

Question 5 (b) (i) 

As with Question 1(b) above, there was a range of acceptable answers for the effect on Alcestis (see 
Mark Scheme), but again the less obvious answers required more than a single word (e.g. ‘positive’) to 
earn the mark.  Some candidates seemed unsure whether to make Admetus or Alcestis the subject of 
their answer. 

  



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/05 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 12 © OCR 2019 

Question 5 (b) (ii) 

Well answered by most, but ‘life’ as a translation of ψυχῆς did not suit the context. 

Question 6 (a) 

This question was answered well. 

Question 6 (b) 

Admetus shows his affection by describing the children as a ‘gift’ (δῶρον).  Some candidates played safe 
by adding ‘dear’ (φίλον) – a good idea – or even by quoting the whole line. 

Question 6 (c) 

Almost all candidates knew about Admetus’ future role as mother. 
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Question 7 

The Greek passage provided plenty of opportunities for comment on the emotional content and 
candidates found lots to say, although some points were presented as little more than a quotation from 
the Greek plus accurate translation without much development or explanation.  Too many paragraphs 
ended with a phrase such as ‘... and this is very emotional’, without any attempt to explain or qualify the 
emotion (e.g. grief, anxiety, despair etc.).  Also, there was a reluctance to discuss the language, despite 
some obvious examples of e.g. repetition (ἀπωλόμην etc.), exclamation (ὦ τέκνα etc.), imperative (μὴ 
λίπῃς etc.), and where language points were presented out of context, the sense was often unclear.  For 
example, βλέψον (line 7) was often cited as a language point (repetition, imperative) but the emotional 
element, implicit in πρὸς αὐτούς, was not discussed.  The best answers included language points as 
part of each content point, thus ensuring, or at least enabling, a consideration of the context. 
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Exemplar 4 

The candidate has made two points (about the emotional content in line 1 of the passage), supported by 
a quotation of the whole line and an accurate translation.  A key word, συζύγου, has been singled out for 
discussion – similarly, for the first point ὦ δαῖμον might have been quoted rather than the whole line – 
and each point is well written and clearly presented.  Furthermore, the answer maintains a strong, direct 
connection with the question with phrases such as ‘emotional feeling of powerlessness’ and ‘deep 
emotional loss’. 

Question 8 

In answering the short-essay question candidates showed a good knowledge and understanding of the 
text, and the best answers not only included discussion of the parents and children (as well as Admetus 
and Alcestis), but also tried to evaluate varying degrees of sympathy.  References to the text were 
usually accurate and well chosen, although there were some answers that generalised at length about 
the issue of sympathy without specifically referring to the text once.  Candidates should be aware that 
appropriate reference to/use of the text is important to secure a high mark; instructions to this effect are 
included in the question paper immediately following the wording of the essay question. 
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Exemplar 5  

This is an example of an excellent paragraph taken from an essay that secured a top mark.  The opening 
sentence introduces the point being made.  This is followed by relevant, detailed and accurate 
references from the text.  The paragraph concludes with a sentence explaining how these references 
effectively relate to / answer the question. 

Exemplar 6  

This is an example of a weak paragraph from an essay.  Although the candidate attempts to address the 
question, the contents of the paragraph amount to little more than initial thoughts on the text and 
generalisations about the situation Admetus and Alcestis find themselves in.  The main thrust of the 
paragraph seems to be in agreement with the wording of the question (“equal sympathy”), but the 
argument is weak because no specific instances are used from the text in support and the points made 
are general, not clearly expressed, and even confused (On the other hand ... ff.). 
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Copyright information 
All questions: 

Euripides, 'Alcestis', from J Affleck (ed.), C Letchford (ed.), ‘OCR Anthology for Classical Greek’, pp 141-
158, Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. Reproduced by permission of Bloomsbury Books Ltd. 
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