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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 

 

For information on the English Language Spoken Language Endorsement process, please refer to: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-3-assessment/general-qualifications/orals-practicals-
performances/gcse-9-1-english-language-spoken-language-endorsement/ 
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Paper 2 series overview 
This is the third June Session of this paper in the current Series, in addition to the two November  
Sessions in 2017 and 2018 .It reflected that both teachers and their students are increasingly familiar 
with the layout and set up of the Paper, and similarly with Paper J351/01, its companion component. 

The main difference between the two components is that J351/01 assesses candidates’ responses to 
non-fiction texts whereas J351/02 assesses their responses to literary texts. Each of the components 
follows an almost identical structure (the difference is the amount or assessment given to AO1) and each 
of the four Assessment Objectives are tested in each paper. There is no assessment of AO1/2 (the 
comparative question) in this paper, 02. 

To do well in this component candidates must be able to read unseen literary texts with confidence and 
understanding. They should be able to select relevant details from each of the texts and identify and 
explain points of language and structure. They must also be able to identify similarities and differences 
between the texts and evaluate their impact on the reader. 

There was more evidence this year that candidates had managed to read to the end of both passages, 
perhaps an advantage of their relatively shorter length. 

They should be practised and confident in producing well shaped, thoughtful and accurate personal 
writing. 

Centres have clearly paid careful attention to previous versions of this document. Generally speaking, 
candidates are using more successful approaches to respond to each question in turn. Responses 
generally show a clearer understanding of the separate demands of each successive task. The match 
between the space available in the answer booklet and the candidate’s response is about right. Often 
candidates who go on to an additional answer booklet have little more to offer which is rewardable. 

Overall, candidates might still improve their performance on the paper by developing their performance 
on Questions 2 & 3, those that test language and structure, especially the latter. This is tested in Q3 of 
Paper One. There is also some evidence that candidates’ writing might be enhanced through a more 
carefully judicious choice of topic. These points are greatly expanded and exemplified below. 

Overall the paper elicited some interesting and perceptive responses. The passages had been 
understood (although passage two often less well than passage one) and there was the usual significant 
evidence that candidates had been carefully prepared for the requirements of the paper. Candidates of 
all abilities were afforded and mostly took a variety of opportunities to show their skills and knowledge in 
English. Conversely there were few who were unable or unwilling to complete the paper or for whom the 
reading passages were beyond comprehension. 
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Section A overview 
Almost all candidates scored full marks on Q1: those who did not did not make 1b a clearly inferential 
response, for example by going from the first person to the third. Questions 2 & 3 might still do more on 
structural points, especially Q3 on passage two which was the less well understood. Question 4 was well 
answered with more candidates giving confident fully interwoven comparisons. 

Key points on reading:- 

• do not simply describe or paraphrase 
• use relevant subject terminology to develop the response: if it doesn’t do that, don’t use it 
• make sure you have commented on both language and structure, which will be much more than 

sentence structure 
• do not make unreferenced statements about punctuation 
• be as exact and precise as you can 

 

Question 1 (a) 

Almost all candidate achieved a full two marks here. The most popular choices were ‘long distance 
running lark is the best of all’ and ‘makes me think so good’. Few candidates strayed from the set lines. 
The intention is that this is a very straightforward task which is designed to get all candidates off to a 
confident and successful start and this is what it achieved. Candidates should remember that they will 
not be credited for ‘best guess’ style overlong quotations. What is direct, pithy and concise is what is 
wanted.  
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Question 1 (b) 

Again, most candidates got two marks but there was a more significant number who did not do so. 
Whereas 1a is straightforward location, this requires some slight inference. It was perfectly acceptable to 
re-cycle the points copied in 1a and say ‘it makers him think so well he learns better’ (or words to that 
effect) or ‘he can go five miles better than anyone else in the Borstal’ but not simply lift again from the 
text. Some candidates did stray outside the set lines and moved further down the passage. Such 
responses do not gain credit. There has to be a simple explanatory comment or inference of some kind 
here. Over general inferences, e.g. ‘he gets healthier’ were not rewarded because they became 
speculative. 

Exemplar 1  

A very pithy and exact response to Q1 a & b 
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Question 2 

The passage worked very well and drew a successful range of responses from a wider cross section of 
candidates than this task has done previously. Many more candidates were given a mark of 3 or 4, 
rather than 2, or 3 which has been nearer the norm previously. 

The task is helpfully very specific: ‘feelings and thoughts about the pain of his run’.  

Strong responses commented on the ways in which the narrator’s voice is developed here. Readers are 
engaged and buttonholed by the colloquial ‘Mind you……’ which invites confidence in the imminent 
admission of what Smith might perceive as a weakness; it puts the main clause ‘I often feel frozen stiff at 
first’ into a personal context. Almost all candidates did something on this: the best made a direct link to 
‘ghost’ and explored the life in death/ death in life motif suggested in the previous paragraph. Many 
commented on the ‘fricative alliteration’ of the repetition of the letter f, many persuasively arguing that 
this suggested the runner’s instinctive shivers as he sets off. Some candidates went on to explore ‘earth 
was under him….. through the mist’, often with less success. It went back to whether they had fully 
understood ‘like I’m a’. He isn’t really, and therefore as he runs through the mist, he does have partial 
vision of where he is going, occasionally. There is a sense of unearthly detachment which is used as a 
significant structural contrast later on. 

More challenging was the following sentence which takes up the remaining nearly four lines of the 
paragraph/passage.  

Statements and assertions about ‘long’, ‘short’, or even ‘medium’ sentences do not attract credit in 
themselves because they are unexampled and undefined. The use of the terms ‘simple/ compound/ 
complex’ often work better because they lead candidates more readily into responding with an evidence- 
based commentary. Too many candidates simply said it was ‘long’ or ‘complex’ (or both) and left it at 
that. 

Too many candidates still attempt this question by ‘feature spotting’: that is to say starting with a pre-
prepared list of ‘subject terminology’ and the attempting to give random examples of it from the passage. 
The effect is one of dilution and irrelevance, almost always. Candidates should be encouraged to regard 
‘subject terminology’ as the language they choose to express their response in.  

It is, of course explanation of the effect that the mark Scheme insists on. The opening ‘But even’ 
reinforces the colloquial, confidence inducing ‘Mind you’ we started with. Smith goes on to make a virtue 
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of his ability to tolerate the low temperatures in a way that his fellow detainees might not by complaining 
about it ‘to their mams’ which he is man enough not to do. It reflects the ways in which the running has 
given him enhanced physical confidence and develops the previous images of cold. So, in itself it is a 
structural point, too. 

This means that the crucial pivot of the sentence is ‘I don’t’ separated by commas on each side and 
emphasising the transition from pain to pleasure, cold to warmth, unreality to reality etc. etc.  The 
contrasts that follow are therefore all available as points about structure as well, potentially, as about 
language. As opposed to the originally and freshly minted compound ‘frost pain suffering’, which is the 
strongest intensification of the former, we get images of the return of civilisation, warmth and comfort. 
‘Wheatfield’ suggests fecundity, growth and man and nature in harmony as Smith has become. ‘Bus 
stop’ a sense of purpose and direction both of which are hyperbolised (as many candidates stated) by 
the ‘potbellied stove’ and finally ‘dog with a tin tail’. Few candidates understood ‘tin tail’ in detail (like 
most examiners) but its inference is obvious: the wagging is so intense it appears to have stopped and 
become subsumed into a single rigid image. 
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Exemplar 2 

 

An excellent response to Question 2 which balances points on language and structure. 
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Exemplar 3 

Another route to full marks on Question 2. 
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Exemplar 4  

 

A 3-mark response (Level 3) note the thinner development of ideas and examples compared with the 
previous 2. 
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Question 3 

Again, strong responses could be structured and planned with astute observation of the wording of the 
task. ‘Different feelings’ about ‘where he lives, and works’ gives a potentially clear structure in which to 
develop a comprehensive response. 

One of the keys to a strong response here was to show a full understanding of the very rich extended 
metaphor at the heart of the set lines. The starting point is in the second sentence of the third paragraph: 
‘it was sometimes thus…..’. This starts the knitting together of the literal strand about getting lost in 
Jericho’s twisted roads ‘which turned in on each other’ and the fourth sentence, flagged as a significant 
contrast by the opening ‘But’. The ‘shadowed corners’ and ‘dark alley’ serve to extend the geographical 
picture of this part of Oxford but subsume it in the sense of personal insecurity and confusion. Strong 
candidates saw that this rises to a climax in the final segment of the sentence ‘sitting in a room that 
seemed…. to be his home, but was not.’ Here the final three words which start with an echo of the initial 
‘but’ strongly emphasise the reality of the situation at home. We have come in from the streets and 
Jones’s confusion and disenfranchisement from an initially apparent normality are complete. Remember 
that the task is about his feelings which are clearly and unambiguously positive at work but mixed and 
confused at home. 

Plainly there is much to say here about sentence structure and again too many candidates contented 
themselves by talking about the alleged length of the sentences. More detailed responses saw that the 
sentence structures mimic the imminence and then the actuality of ‘being lost’ with the multi-clausal final 
sentence reaching an unwelcome but inevitable conclusion. 

Many candidates talk about ‘asyndeton’ and ‘polysyndeton’ believing they are using ‘relevant subject 
terminology’. Too many rarely use them correctly or in any way which develops their response and (like 
many other terms) remain unproductive add- ons to their commentary. There were very few here, 
however, who fully saw that the effect of the sentence is dependent not just on understanding the way 
the polysyndeton works but the effects of the contrasting ‘ands’ and ‘buts’.  

More than a few candidates wrongly equated ‘domestic’ with domestic violence. 

The preceding paragraph prompted a good deal of hard work on ’invisible boundary’ and ‘difference 
between his worlds’. There are structure points to be gained here not only in terms of the paragraph itself 
but also in terms of the contrasts and comparisons with the closing paragraph. He ‘loved the turning’ 
because when he approached the college he was ‘knew exactly who he was’. Not the well- intentioned 
but confused soul at home but, remarkably, the uniformed official who finds a secure identity in ‘watching 
over great minds….’. No wonder, as candidates who got to the end of the passage remarked, that given 
all his circumstances, ‘no one could shift him from it’. 

The key word in the final paragraph is the opening one, yet another conjunction, ‘whereas’ which marks 
the string of contrasts we are given. Candidates making points about the ways in which architecture and 
geography reflected the changes in Jones’s feelings as he made his way to his reassuring work self 
were rewarded. Some more fanciful interpretations suggested that in view of the ‘spires’ and the 
‘heavens’ he took on some form of deification were less successful. 
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All in all, the passage and task worked well although it was undoubtedly more challenging than the first 
passage. If candidates missed the central metaphor, or simply took what is said literally, they were 
denying themselves access to marks in the upper levels, almost certainly. The task is not about what 
Jones does or even is; it is about his thoughts and feelings about those things. 

Exemplar 5 
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An excellent answer to Question 3, which received full marks. 
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Exemplar 6 
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A far weaker response to Question 3. Very long lifts from the text and very brief comments. 
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Question 4 

One of the pleasing features of this specification is that this was the new addition to the range of skills 
and competencies that candidates needed to learn and practice. The evidence has been, from the first 
sitting, that teachers have worked hard and successfully to give candidates a thorough grounding in how 
to approach the task which combines two Assessment Objectives and carries the most marks. It is one 
of features that is most commented on in terms of its accessibility and attractiveness. 

This task was one of the most successful of its kind, perhaps because of the powerful understanding of 
the first passage that almost all candidates brought with them and their powerful response to ‘being 
alone’ which was given later exposition in a range of splendid writing. 

There were two palpable features of less successful writing on this topic. 

One was where candidates had not fully understood the second passage, having misread or simply 
misunderstood what was going on. This led to very lopsided answers in which attempted links and 
comparisons were invalidated and/or undeveloped with relevance. The other was where (frankly a very 
few candidates) gave their personal views and opinions on being alone rather than construct a relevant 
commentary based on task led evaluation of the written material in front of them. 

Almost all candidates saw that both characters enjoyed solitude: Smith is transported into his own world 
where ‘he is like a ghost who wouldn’t know the earth was under him’ and Jones is moved ‘look up to the 
stars and the heavens’ in a rapture ensuing from his departure from home. 

Smith endures the ‘frost pain suffering’ in the sure and certain anticipation of warmth and satisfaction 
because of the intense feelings of freedom and liberation he feels. Here he knows who he is, where he is 
going and likes the experience. All the more ironically as he is an inmate. Jones, too, has a clear sense 
of direction as he takes his evening walk to the College after the ‘shadows and dark alleys’ he has 
endured at home. As he approaches his place of work, he, like Smith, has a clear sense of place and 
purpose, the epitome of ‘worthwhile’.  

But whereas Smith’s self -discovery and self-confidence emanate from an essentially private sense of 
himself, for Jones security and confidence stem from the assumption of a uniform and a public self which 
are undeniable and unchallengeable. Perhaps what repels Smith most about Borstal life (as opposed to 
Bristol life as some candidates had it).  

As his run progresses Smith is engaged by nature: the wheat field and the big bellied oak tree. At its 
conclusion his feelings are essentially physical, hence the importance of the final simile. For Jones it is 
not only nature (‘velvet dark of the sky’) but also man- made beauty ‘domes and spires’ that impress him 
in the context of his man- made status and position. 
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Smith’s experience is therefore both pleasant and worthwhile but for Jones it is at least as worthwhile 
and possibly more pleasant although, of course, candidates could and did argue the case in both or 
either ways. 

As always, the stronger responses stemmed from candidates who set off with more than an ‘I agree 
completely’ stance although many who did changed their minds in the course of constructing their 
answer: and nothing is wrong with that. 

Successful candidates focus throughout on the task and the way it has been worded. They let their 
discussion drive the comparisons; they eschew outside information and personal opinion; and make 
regular and well balanced, well supported comparisons. 
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Exemplar 7 
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An excellent response to Question 4, which received full marks for both AO3 and AO4. 

Exemplar 8 

 

A weak response to Question 4, which makes very few links between the texts 
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Section B overview 

The standard of most (but not all of) the writing remains higher than that of the reading. Candidates 
obviously take pleasure in writing personal fiction in the complete privacy of the examination hall in which 
their imaginations can run freely, if not run riot. 

The best work has been carefully planned and builds to a clear and effective conclusion. It deploys a 
wide range of sensitively and aptly chosen vocabulary and sentence structures. It often operates on 
more than one level, for example the candidate who enjoyed the Rhianna concert but explored the 
effects of that in terms of her medical condition. 

Question 5 

This was by far the most popular title with candidates seizing the opportunity to write about the trials 
and/or the enjoyment of being or wanting to be alone across a wide variety of different contexts. Often 
these contexts were familiar such as home or school but other were more imaginative such as different 
worlds or different circumstances. Overall the standard was impressive with some candidates attaining a 
professional standard with much sophistication given the time constraints and intimidation of such an 
important examination.  

For those candidates who found it all more of a struggle it would have been useful to write less 
(sometimes much less) and to concentrate much more on accuracy and apt expression.  

As in previous sessions (both June and November) far too many candidates depress what it is possible 
to reward them because they fail to choose one tense and/or one person to write in and write 
consistently in it.  

The task, ‘Alone’ gave rise to many outpourings of angst and teenage isolation and insecurity and it was 
sometimes difficult for examiners to distinguish between strongly imaginative fiction and what might have 
been a ‘cry for help’.  

Much credit therefore to candidates who added a reassuring note to confirm to examiners that what they 
had produced was, indeed, fiction. 

Strong candidates have confidence in then validity and worthiness of their own personal experience, be 
it real or imagined. Weaker candidates feel the need to fall back on derivative copies of extravagant 
situations way beyond anything they could have been exposed to themselves. 

There were an amazing number of candidates who had homes and/or schools in close proximity to thick 
impenetrable forests. 
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Exemplar 9 

The opening and closure of an excellent Question 5 essay 

Exemplar 10 
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The opening and closing sections of a much weaker response to Question 5. There is very little if any 
connection. 

 

  

 25 © OCR 2019 



GCSE (9-1) English Language - J351/02 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

Question 6 

Many candidates wrote about the agoraphobia experienced at, for example, music festivals or the 
claustrophobia induced in examination rooms or the London Underground at rush hour. There accounts 
were often vividly descriptive and communicated the sense of fear, panic or, indeed euphoria that being 
part of a crowd can produce. More often than not the accounts were pejorative with colourful accounts of 
booming music and swaying crowds and the very personal effects they induce. There were also 
numbers of positive accounts of sporting contests of all kinds, mainly football and rugby matches which 
managed to convey the first- hand experience of being present at them.  

Almost all candidates had been very well prepared for this task: candidates enjoyed writing their 
responses and examiners really enjoyed reading them. 

 

Exemplar 11 

The opening section of a response to Question 6 that just gets to Level 6. 
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Exemplar 12 
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Middle section of another example of Question 6 essay, which got Level 4, 15 marks and  Level 3 9 
marks.  
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