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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 32 series overview
The ‘Love and Relationships’ paper is one of four options in Component Group 3: Beliefs and Ideas.
The prescribed sources include the poetry of Sappho and Section III of Ovid’s Ars Amatoria. There are
no prescribed sources for the study of Plato and Seneca on love and desire. Candidates are required to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in the evaluation and analysis of attitudes to love,
desire, sex, sexuality, marriage, and the position of men and women in ancient Greek and Roman
societies. The exam offers low tariff questions, which test knowledge and understanding (AO1) as well
as higher tariff questions which requires the candidates to demonstrate their skills of analysis and
evaluation (AO2) in addition to AO1.
Candidates responded well to the new paper, and all dealt with the higher tariff questions (Question 5 in
Section A, and either Question 6 or 7 in Section B) appropriately by comparing and contrasting and
allowing ample time to write a sufficient response. Almost all candidates followed the format of the
question paper, rather than answering the 30-mark question first. This allowed candidates to develop on
the themes that the previous questions pointed to.
Very few candidates did not include references to modern scholarship (a requirement of the 30-mark
questions in Section B), and almost all candidates attempted some kind of evaluation of the scholars
they cited. Only the weakest answers included references to wider reading without commenting further
or evaluating their scholar.
It was evident that the candidates have learned a lot of knowledge for this new series. As ever, the
strongest answers demonstrated accurate and relevant selection of knowledge in tackling the extended
questions. Weaker answers lost marks on the AO2 for slipping into a narrative account, rather than
keeping the focus on evaluation and analysis (AO2).
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Section A overview
Almost all candidates answered Section A sequentially, rather than answering the higher tariff 20-mark
question first. Most used the Ovid source in given in Question 2 to support analysis in Question 5.
Overall, candidates performed better on the ‘Ideas’ Question 4 than the ‘Source’ Question 2. The most
effective 10-mark responses were limited to no more than 200 words, and used quotations to support the
analysis.

Question 1 (a)

Almost all candidates correctly identified that ‘didactic’ means to teach or instruct.

Question 1 (b)

Candidates mostly identified that the Ars Amatoria is amusing and a parody of the genre, many correctly
identified another unique feature (such as addressed to women or the subject matter being love and sex)
but few correctly mentioned that it is written in elegiac couplets.

Question 2

Candidates should note that they only need to refer to the passage. The best answers quoted from the
passage and then clearly stated how it represented women. There were quite a few references to
women being controlling, possessive, and skilled at the game of love. Most candidates rightly pointed
out that women are seen as vulnerable as they can be attacked by a young lover. The best approach
was to deal with the passage from start to finish while vaguer answers talked about the passage as a
whole. Too many candidates were focusing on how men were portrayed. Many candidates
misinterpreted the passage suggesting that women are ‘objectified’ by Ovid: they thought that women
were likened to ‘horses’ to be tamed and ‘fresh prizes’ rather than the other way around and therefore
missed Ovid’s clever redirection of the reader’s expectations. A few candidates did not use quotes,
which was a missed opportunity.
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Question 3

Many understood that the question was looking for other forms of literature, such as essays, dramatic
works, dialogues etc. ‘Books’ and ‘poetry’ were commonly cited and therefore not creditworthy.

Question 4

Most candidates scored more on this question than Question 2, referring to concepts like ‘maddened
friendship’; selfless love; Seneca’s marriage with Paulina; apatheia; preferred indifferent, etc. The best
answers focused on Seneca’s own brand of Stoicism and how this differed from the original, lessforgiving philosophy. Candidates made good use of Seneca’s comments about his relationship with his
wife. It was also useful to talk about Seneca’s view on friendship being a “natural” state. The best
answers appreciated that a 'maddened friendship' (which was widely quoted) seems contradictory to the
stoic ideal of always keeping your emotions under control as it suggests a lack of control, and some
candidates wrestled with whether this notion was positive or negative. Answers which were able to
quote what Seneca had actually written and then analyse that were more convincing than ones which
erred towards vague summaries. Some candidates discussed whether Seneca followed his philosophy
or not, which is irrelevant to the question. Although Seneca was not a prescribed source, some
candidates were not able to adequately explain his views.

Question 5

The best answers appreciated that Seneca and Ovid were writing for very different reasons – Seneca
was idealistic while Ovid was subversive. Strong responses demonstrated excellent knowledge of Ovid
and Seneca by using quotes/paraphrases from both authors. The best answers then went on to
compare what they said with other sources/knowledge e.g. lots of mentions of Augustus' Julian Laws but
very few candidates appreciated that the fact he had to pass such laws suggested that adultery was rife
and therefore Ovid's view was realistic. There were some good responses which showed that Ovid and
Seneca realistic on different elements of a woman’s position in Roman society. There were some very
good responses which blended well knowledge of Ovid, Seneca and Roman society and a successful
and clear structure proved to be setting up areas of a woman’s life and then making direct comparisons
between Seneca and Ovid. Some candidates were drawn into talking about what life was like for women
in Greece and not enough discussed the fact that the lives of the vast majority of ordinary women were
ignored by both writers. It was easy to be side-tracked into writing an essay on who gives a more
positive/modern view of women and some were distracted into criticising Roman society for “misogyny”.
Weaker answers would habitually favour writing about Roman society and did not back up opinions on
the sources with detailed reference.
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Section B overview
Almost all candidates made reference to modern scholarship but in the few instances where no
reference was made, the AO2 had to be limited to the lower end of the level descriptor. There was an
even balance of responses between Question 6 and Question 7. Candidates who favoured an approach
closer to literary analysis clearly enjoyed writing about Sappho, and Ovid was often played a supporting
role in the responses. Candidates answering Question 7 had the benefit of utilising some discussion
explored in earlier questions to support their answers, but the bulk of discussions focused on Plato rather
than Seneca.

Question 6

There was a lot of potential material to be used for this question and the better candidates thought
carefully about how they were going to structure their essays. The best answers appreciated the
fragmentary nature of Sappho and that she writes about love, family, marriage, desire and Lesbos, and
that although Ovid brings in myths and descriptions of the daily lives of wealthy women in fact everything
he writes about is aimed at having sex. There was some interesting discussion about whether there was
a hidden political motive in Ars A III. Weaker responses were too general and, given that Ovid and
Sappho were prescribed sources, a high level of detail was expected. Generally, candidates were better
at Sappho than Ovid. Some candidates talked about Ovid's Metamorphoses and other works which was
not necessary as there is plenty of material in the set texts. Scholarship on Sappho was well-used with
candidates able to quote the specific passages which best-illustrated the view of the scholar, while
knowledge of Ovid was less impressive which resulted in some vagueness. There was widespread
misrepresentation of the Lefkowitz quote from the Bloomsbury textbook.
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Exemplar 1

This paragraph demonstrates an effective use of modern scholarship. The candidate begins with the
claim that both Sappho and Ovid are politically subversive, and supports this by citing Sharrock. The
candidate adds further weight to the claim by detailing the Julian Laws, and examples from Ovid
encouraging promiscuity. Overall, the candidate scored Level 5 for AO2.
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Exemplar 2

In this example, the candidate has cited Gloyn but has not developed the example of ‘marital anxiety’
sufficiently. Here, critical analysis is assumed rather explicit: the candidate has not stated that Sappho’s
poetry also includes themes other than love. Overall, the candidate scored Level 3 for AO2.

Question 7

Despite the philosophers not being prescribed sources, the best candidates had a very impressive
knowledge of both Plato and Seneca. Being able to refer to particular speeches in the Symposium was
useful, but candidates also made good use of Phaedrus. The major dispute was over homoerotic
relationships and the best candidates discussed how difficult it is to assess Plato’s own view.
Candidates generally knew that Seneca disapproved of homoerotic relationships while Plato believed
they were superior to heterosexual ones in terms of achieving virtue – the best candidates referred to
how his views had changed by the time he wrote the Laws. Further development of this analysis led
some candidates to discuss his views on the family and marriage in the Republic and how that
contrasted with Seneca. Most candidates adopted a thematic approach focusing on areas such as
homoerotic relationships; marriage; status of women; views on love and desire. Weaker responses were
limited to a description of Seneca and Plato without comparing and contrasting the two of them. They
also lacked detail and scholarship was often poorly utilised.

9

© OCR 2019

A Level Classical Civilisation - H408/32 - Summer 2019

Examiners’ report

Exemplar 3

The candidate here is demonstrating a clear understanding of the comparative requirements for this
question. They are comparing the similarities of both Plato and Seneca, and showing accurate
knowledge by citing Pandemian and Uranian eros as discussed in Plato’s Symposium, as well as
reference to Seneca’s attitude towards marriage. The analysis is integrated, which requires more skill
than simply discussing one thinker, followed by another, then drawing comparative conclusions. The
analysis here is typical of Level 4 AO2.
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Supporting you
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results
If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results

services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level
and Cambridge Nationals.
It allows you to:
•

review and run analysis reports on exam performance

•

analyse results at question and/or topic level*

•

compare your centre with OCR national averages

•

identify trends across the centre

•

facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

•

identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

•

help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/
Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.
Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website.
www.ocr.org.uk
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OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:
www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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