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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects that caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/part was considered good, with no particular areas to highlight, 
these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZL5Z53B
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Paper Y421 series overview 
This is one of the two Major options for the reformed A Level Further Mathematics B (MEI). It is a two-
hour fifteen-minute paper consisting of 120 marks. The paper consists of two sections, A and B. Section 
A will have between 25 and 35 marks and will comprise more straight-forward questions. Section B will 
have between 85 and 95 marks and will comprise a mixture of more and less straight-forward questions. 

Inevitably, the report that follows will concentrate on aspects of the candidates’ performance where 
improvement is possible, to assist centres on preparing candidates for future series. However, this 
should not obscure the fact that a significant number of candidates who sat this first assessment of Y421 
produced solutions that were a pleasure for examiners to assess. Many candidates demonstrated a most 
impressive level of mathematical ability and insight that enabled them to meet the various challenges 
posed by this paper on all the associated mechanics content; precision, command of correct 
mathematical notation and excellent presentational skills were evident in many scripts. 

The Specification (available from https://ocr.org.uk/alevelfurthermathsmei) includes some guidance 
about the level of written evidence required in questions; these were provided to reflect the increased 
functionality of currently available calculators and the changes to the Assessment Objectives, since there 
is a significant change in these from when the equivalent legacy qualifications were designed. There are 
a number of questions on this paper that began with ‘In this question you must show detailed reasoning’; 
to quote the Specification, ‘when a question includes this instruction candidates must give a solution 
which leads to a conclusion showing a detailed and complete analytical method. Their solution should 
contain enough detail to allow the line of their argument to be followed. This is not a restriction on a 
candidate’s use of a calculator when tackling a question…but it is a restriction on what will be accepted 
as evidence of a complete method’. The Specification then goes on to include several examples that 
centres should consider to help future candidates understand exactly what is required when this request 
appears in future series. This command phrase also features in Questions 7 and 13(c) here, which 
centres should use for further guidance. 

The command word ‘determine’ in a question does not imply that candidates should simply find the 
answer, but (again, from the Specification) ‘this command word indicates that justification should be 
given for any results found, including working where appropriate’. This command word featured in 
Question 13(c). The phrase ‘show that’ generally indicates that the answer has been given and that 
candidates should respond with working that has enough detail to cover every step of their method. This 
command phrase features in Questions 9(a), 9(b), 10(a), 12(a), 12(c), 13(a) and 13(b). 

In questions that use the command word ‘find’, while there is no specific level of working needed to 
justify answers, method marks may still be available for valid attempts that do not result in a correct 
answer. Standard advice included in the specification (in the ‘Use of calculators’ section) that candidates 
should state explicitly any expressions, integrals, parameters and variables that they use a calculator to 
evaluate (using correct mathematical notation rather than model specific calculator notation) also 
applies. There are several examples where the question specifically asks for an exact value or in surd 
form and hence an approximate decimal equivalent will not gain full credit; examples here are Questions 
4(a) and 7. Regardless of the final accuracy required, candidates should be careful of not rounding 
prematurely, as well as also taking care to avoid over specifying rounded answers where the context 
does not support that level of accuracy. 

Finally, unless told otherwise, the value that candidates should use for the acceleration due to gravity (g) 
is 9.8 and not 9.81 or 10 (and this value is stated explicitly on the front cover of the examination paper). 

 

https://ocr.org.uk/alevelfurthermathsmei
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Section A overview 
The majority of the five questions in this section worked as intended and provided candidates with a 
straight-forward start to the paper.  

Question 1(a) 

The concept of a set of forces forming a couple was surprisingly not known by many candidates and 
quite a number left this, and the next part, blank. As the three forces form a couple, all that was required 
to find k was to resolve in the direction of the i-component and obtain -4 + 1 + = 0k , so = 3k . 

Question 1(b) 

Many candidates left this part blank and very few realised that the most efficient way of finding the 
magnitude of the couple was to take moments about O (as three of the five components of the forces 
acted through O). For some candidates the only mark they scored in this part was to correctly state the 
direction of the couple as clockwise. 

Question 2 

This question was answered extremely well, with the vast majority of candidates correctly stating the 
dimensions of ρ  as -3ML  and the dimensions of u  as -1LT . Although most candidates correctly 
rearranged to makeµ  the subject and used the fact that R was dimensionless to correctly find the 

dimensions of µ , it was surprising that many candidates gave the dimension of µ as -1M LT . 
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Question 3(a) 

Most candidates correctly applied the result that impulse equals change in momentum to obtain the 
velocity of the ball after impact as 3− +i j . Many candidates however did not go on to calculate the 
corresponding speed and so scored only the first two marks in this part. 

Question 3(b) 

Several candidates gave a correct modelling assumption, for example that the impact of the ball and bat 
is assumed to be instantaneous or that the ball is modelled as a particle. Many candidates assumed 
however that the collision was elastic or no energy was lost in the collision. 

 

Question 4(a) 

This part was answered extremely well with most candidates correctly taking moments about the line of 
action through AE to find the distance of the centre of mass of the lamina from AE. The most common 
error was in taking the horizontal distance of the centre of mass of the triangular lamina as a5.5 from 
AE, instead of the correct a16

3 . It was pleasing to note that most candidates correctly gave the distance 
as an exact answer as requested.  
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Question 4(b) 

Most candidates used either 2
tan =

5 -
a

θ
a x

 or its reciprocal to find the required angle between AB and 

the downward vertical. Only a small minority incorrectly used 2
tan =

a
θ

x
or didn’t show enough working to 

make it clear if they were obtaining a relevant angle. 

 

Question 5(a) 

This question was probably the best answered on the whole paper, with nearly all candidates correctly 
differentiating r and obtaining the correct initial velocity as 3i – 6j. From this point nearly all candidates 
correctly applied the formula for kinetic energy and obtained the correct value of 90J.  

Question 5(b) 

Most candidates correctly equated their second derivative of r to 2 and correctly solved the equation 
-318e = 2t  by taking logs to find the time. 
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Section B overview 

The questions in Section B were less straight-forward in nature than those in 
Section A and also provided candidates with an opportunity to apply their 
understanding of the mechanics content in a less structured setting.  

Question 6  

 

AfL When a question involves multiple stages of working that include the need to 
introduce a certain number of variables that have not been defined in the 
question, it is the responsibility of the candidate to define the variables they 
use. In this question many candidates did not make it explicitly clear which 
letters were being used for the speed of P before and after impact and for 
the corresponding speed of Q after impact. 

The responses to this question were mixed and while some candidates set their working out in a logical 
manner, examiners did report that at times it was difficult to follow some candidates’ working.  

Most candidates correctly calculated the expression for the speed of P before its impact with Q as 
2ga  (via the principle of conservation of energy), but many candidates went on and applied the same 

conservation of energy principle for finding the speed of Q after impact incorrectly as 21 1
Q2 2=mga mv , 

instead of  the correct ( ) 21 1 1
Q2 2 2=m v mga . A small minority of candidates immediately realised that due 

to the symmetry of the problem, if the speed of P before impact with Q was 2ga  then the speed of Q 

after impact with P would also be 2ga . Most candidates did go and apply the conservation of linear 
momentum and Newton’s experimental law correctly for the impact between P and Q and it was pleasing 
to see that many candidates correctly found the value of e as 0.5.   
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Exemplar 1 

 

This response gained five out of the seven marks. The candidate’s response is easy to follow with 
suitable detail at each stage indicating the methods (and notation) being employed. The candidate 
correctly derived the speed of P before impact and applies both the conservation of linear momentum 
and, towards the bottom of the response, Newton’s experimental law correctly. They also make the 
correct comment that the speed of Q after impact is equal to the speed of P before impact. Their error is 
a conceptual one of using the conservation of energy to try to work out the speed of P after impact, when 
in fact energy is not conserved when an impact occurs; this error cost them the final two marks.   
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Exemplar 2 

 

This response scored full marks and showed all the correct detail required. The annotations help to 
follow the candidate’s method and working towards the correct result.  
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Question 7 

This question was answered extremely well by most candidates with only a few not reading the question 
carefully enough and instead calculating the y-coordinate of the centre of mass of a corresponding 
uniform lamina instead of the required solid of revolution. As this question requested detailed reasoning 

it wasn’t enough to simply state that the volume of the solid was given by ( )π π∫
3
2

2ln2
7
30

= e d =yV x . 

Nearly all candidates who correctly stated that ( )π∫
3
2

2ln2

0
= e d 

yV y y y completed the required integration 

by parts correctly and then went on to obtain the correct answer of 8 1
7 3= ln2 -y  from correctly applying 

the formula =  V yy
V

   

Question 8(a) 

Part (a) was answered extremely well, with nearly all candidates correctly applying Newton’s second law 
parallel to the plane and using the result that =P Dv  to find both the acceleration of the car at A and 
also the greatest steady speed at which the car can travel up the hill. 
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Question 8(b) 

Most candidates realised that the way to calculate the speed of the car at B was to use the work-energy 
principle and most candidates correctly calculated the work done by the car, the work done by the 
resistive force, the change in potential and kinetic energies and combined these together into one 
equation. Basic errors involving signs were often seen by examiners, together with the common error of 
including ( )800 131sin5g  twice (once as part of a change in PE term and also as part of the work done 

by the resistive force) when it should only be included once. Several candidates attempted to use 
differential equations and while some obtained a correct integral equation of the form 

∫
1

7

800 d =13125000 -750 -800 sin5

v v v
g

v

 or ∫
1

7

800 d =10.425000 -750 -800 sin5

v
v

g
v

, none were successful 

in obtaining the correct answer to the required degree of accuracy. 

 

Misconception Some candidates thought that it was possible to use the suvat equations in 
this part. The suvat equations can only be applied in circumstances when 
the acceleration is constant. As the power developed by the car is constant 
throughout the motion and the speed of the car is varying from point A to 
point B, this implies that the driving force is varying too (from the result that 
power is equal to the driving force times velocity) and hence, via Newton’s 
second law, the acceleration is varying too.   
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Question 9(a) 

This question discriminated extremely well between able and less able candidates, with many not 
realising that the best approach was to apply the conservation of energy when P is at the positions α  
and θ . Of those that correctly stated that ( )21

2 = cos -cosmv mgl θ α , many did not realise that 

d=
d
θv l
t

 and instead gave an answer of ( ) 
 
 

2d = 2 cos -cos
d
θ gl θ α
t

 even though this was clearly not of 

the correct form as stated in the question.  

Question 9(b) 

The responses seen in part (b) were slightly better than those seen in part (a), with many candidates 
correctly applying Newton’s second law radially and obtaining 2- cos =T mg θ mlω . Only the most able 
candidates correctly substituted the answer from part (a) to obtain the correct result that 

= 3 cos - 2 cosT mg θ mg α . 
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Question 9(c) 

Due to most candidates failing to make any significant progress in the earlier parts of this question very 
few correctly set cosα  and cosθ  equal to 1 in their expression for the tension and obtained the result 
that ≈T mg . 

 

Question 9(d) 

Only a small minority who attempted this part used the method of differentiating their expression in part 
(a) with respect to t to find an expression for the angular acceleration of P in terms of θ . Those that did 
attempt this part mostly began by applying Newton’s second law radially, but very few correctly stated 
that = - sinmlθ mg θ . While some candidates did use the small angle approximation for sine correctly 

and obtain ≈
2

2
d + 0
d

θ g θ
t l

, many did not then state that this differential equation for the motion of P was 

(approximately) simple harmonic.   

Question 10(a) 

While most candidates correctly applied Newton’s second law and used the fact that =F μR (so scoring 

the first two method marks) many did not know how to obtain the given answer from 2= - -kga μg
x

. Only 

the most able candidates re-wrote the acceleration as d
d
vv
x

 and showed explicitly that this was equal to 

( )21 d
2 d

v
x

. 
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Question 10(b) 

While some candidates verified that when x = a, v = 0 and others verified that the given result in part (b) 
was a solution to the differential equation in (a), very few candidates did both.  

 

Misconception The word ‘verify’ does not have the same mathematical meaning as ‘show 
that’. Many candidates in this part solved the differential equation by the 
method of separation of variables and used the given conditions to calculate 
the constant of integration. While this approach could score all three marks it 
was a time-consuming way of tackling the problem. Furthermore, the 
solution to differential equations (apart from those found via SHM) are not 
required content for  this option and it may not always be possible to solve 
the differential equation that candidates are being asked to verify.     

 

Question 10(c) 

Many candidates incorrectly thought that the way to solve this problem was to set v = 0 in either the 
given result in parts (a) or (b) instead of considering the relationship between the attractive force and 

frictional contact force. Of those that did, many had a strict inequality instead of the correct ≥ 2
kμ
a

. 
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Question 11(a) 

What was supposed to be a relatively straight-forward application of the conservation of linear 
momentum (CLM) and Newton’s experimental law (NEL) parallel to the line of centres at impact was 
made more difficult by candidates thinking they had to introduce unnecessary angles when applying 
these concepts. Several candidates produced a correct CLM equation, for example 

( ) ( )A B0.2 +0.6 = 0.2 -4 +0.6 2u u , but they then had an inconsistent NEL equation, e.g. 

( )A B4+2 = 0.5 +u u . Candidates are reminded as a check that in a situation like this the coefficient of 

Bu  in the two equations should have different signs. Although many candidates correctly found the value 

of their Au  and Bu , many went on to find the speed of A and B after collision even though Au  and Bu   
were clearly defined as velocities in the question. 

 

Misconception Many candidates in this part wrote the equation pertaining to the 
conservation of linear momentum as 

   
   
   

A B

-4 2
0.2 +0.6 = 0.2 +0.6

2 3
u u , with a similar set up for Newton’s 

experimental law. This indicated to examiners a lack of understanding 
regarding the fundamental principle of oblique impact, this being that the 
linear momentum of each object is conserved in the direction perpendicular 
to the line of impulse. While candidates could obtain the ‘correct’ i 
components for the velocities of A and B before the impact, the j 
components (which should have been unchanged) were incorrect and due 
to the fundamental error in applying these two results, no marks were given 
in this part.   
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Exemplar 3 

 

This response scored four out of a possible seven marks. The candidate correctly applied the 
conservation of linear momentum and obtained the equation 2 20.2 -0.6 = 0.4a b . When the candidate 
applied Newton’s experimental law this was not consistent with their earlier equation (from the 
conservation of linear momentum) as they should have had 2 2+ =12a b  (as the signs of the coefficients 

of the 2b  terms should have been different in these two equations). The candidate did earn the final 
method mark for solving their simultaneous equations and having the correct j components for their two 
velocities. 
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Question 11(b) 

While most candidates appreciated that if the vertical wall was parallel to j this implied that the velocity of 
B after impact would be -2 +3ei j , many tried instead to use the speed of B as it hit the wall or the 
velocities before the impact between A and B and therefore they made little progress in this part. 

 

Question 11(c) 

Only the most able candidates realised that the deflected angle was given by ( ) ( )22
3 3arctan +arctan e . 
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Question 12(a) 

The two most costly errors in this part were using T to represent the tension in both parts of the string or 
not reading the question carefully and instead resolved parallel to BP and not horizontally and vertically 
as requested. Of those that correctly resolved vertically and horizontally and obtained the equations 

AP BPcos = sin +T θ T θ mg  and 2
AP BPsin + cos =T θ T θ mrω , most showed enough working (this is a ‘show 

that’ question) in eliminating the tension in AP to obtain the given result for string BP. 
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Exemplar 4 

 

This response scored the first four marks for correctly resolving vertically and horizontally. Instead of 
solving these two equations simultaneously the candidate then resolved parallel to BP, and even though 
they obtained the correct answer the final two marks could not be given. 

 

Question 12(b) 

This part was answered extremely well, with most candidates correctly obtaining an answer of the form 

( )2sin + cosm rω θ g θ  (or an equivalent correct expression in sine and cosine only). 

 

Question 12(c) 

Very few candidates used the given information in this part to obtain = 2.4r a  and one (or both) of 
sin = 0.6θ  or cos = 0.8θ . Of those that did, many did not make the connection that the given result 
came from realising that the tension in the part of the string BP had to be greater than zero. 
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Question 12(d) 

This part was often left blank or very little progress was made as many candidates believed that the 
period of the motion of the ring was somehow linked to the inequality from the previous part. Of those 
that realised that if the ring was now free to move on the string then the tension in both parts of the string 
was equal, most then went on to obtain the correct angular speed in terms of g and a and hence the 

period by using the formula 2= πT
ω

. 

Question 13(a) 
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Most candidates attempted this part and many correctly took moments about A for side AB and then for 
side AC and obtained two equations involving the correct number of terms. Some candidates did not 
realise that each equation needed to contain a normal contact force at the two points of contact with the 
ground and some who did realise this assumed that these were the same force. Some candidates in 
their moment equations did not have a force times a distance and so lost the corresponding method 
mark. Furthermore, some of the forces were not given as a component with cosine or sine θ  and so lost 
the method mark too. Of those that correctly obtained the three equations

( )( ) Bcos +2 sin + 4 - 4 sin = 4 sinaT θ aW θ a x W θ aR θ , C4 sin = cosaR θ aT θ  and B C+ = 4 +R R W W , 

only the most able candidates could correctly derive the tension as  
 
 

21+ tanxW θ
a

. 

Exemplar 5 

 

This response was fully correct. Each line of working was extremely clear with the bonus that the 
candidate made it clear when (and about which point) they were taking moments and when they were 
resolving. The level of detail in the algebraic working to derive the given result was sound.  
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 Question 13(b) 

This part was answered very well, with many candidates correctly stating the extension in the string as 
2 sin -0.25a θ a  and then using Hooke’s law to derive the given result. 

Question 13(c) 

It was extremely pleasing that most candidates did indeed show detailed reasoning and found the 
maximum value of x by differentiating the expression for x (with respect to theta) from part (a) and 
equating this to zero. Most then went on and solved this equation correctly to find θ  and then stated the 
correct value of x. However, very few candidates earnt the final mark in this part for showing that this 
was in fact the maximum value of x and not just a stationary value. 
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