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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technigue, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y101/01 series overview

Y101 is one of thirteen units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an enquiries or source-based option and an
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay
guestion from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally did the following: generally did the following:

e did not consider both the provenance and
use contextual knowledge to evaluate the
sources

e wrote an unbalanced response in their
treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

e reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

e showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

e were unable to support their response with
relevant material

e did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

e made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.

e considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

¢ linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

e reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

¢ in answering the essay question, discussed at
least two issues in depth

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

e reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

e made a series of interim judgements about
the issues discussed in relation to the
question.
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Section A

Question 1

Alfred the Great

1 Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that King
Alfred found it difficult to defeat the Danes. [30]

Candidates were able to engage successfully with all four sources, with Asser (Source C) being the most
accessible — as might be expected. In relation to Source A, many candidates were aware of its position
in the chronology of events established by sources B and C, and the Battle of Edington in A, and
knowledge of its provenance — the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle — was similarly well known. Candidates often
remarked on Alfred’s role in the Chronicle’s conception, as well as the broader function of the work as
‘propaganda’ for the king. The provenance of Source B was less effectively handled. Many candidates
were able to comment on the detail of the peace, as well as its historical context; but evaluating it as a
source proved tricky, with some responses unable to say any more than it must have been composed at
the time. Source C, as noted above, was generally handled with confidence: while many responses
could recount Asser’s motives for writing (e.g. the Welsh alliance and the need to exaggerate Alfred’s
low point with a view to embellishing his recovery), only some were able to point out that he was yet to
join Alfred’s court at the time of the events he is describing. Source D received a mixed reception, with
some candidates pointing to the heralding of Alfred’s reign as a golden age of the pre-Conquest era,
while others noted — in a point well made — the dependency of Florence’s work on the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle. Answers that achieved the higher levels made effective use of contextual knowledge and
provenance in evaluating the content of each source; these responses also included judgements,
notably at the end. In the lower levels, responses tended to explain source content with little attempt to
evaluate or form judgements.
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Exemplar 1
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Examiners’ report

This exemplar highlights an understanding of the general purpose of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (in
Source A) and partial evaluation of its provenance. It also points to an awareness of the connection
between sources A and C: the events of A follow those referred to in C.
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Section B

Question 2

The Making of England 899-1016

2* ‘Edward the Elder's success depended on the help he was given by his sister, Aethelflaed.’ Assess
this view. [20]

A popular question; many responses recognised the importance of Aethelflaed in providing stability
during Edward the Elder’s reign, particularly by ruling Mercia while Edward consolidated his authority in
Wessex. In addition, the significance of her contribution to the expansion of the burh network was noted,
an activity that provided a platform on which Edward could enhance his military reputation. In addition,
the joint campaigns conducted by Edward and Aethelflaed, notably the one that culminated in their
victory at Tettenhall in 910, was used as further evidence of the king’s dependency on her sister.
Aethelflaed’s dominance of Mercia, particularly during the iliness of her husband, was commented on;
the strength of her position was cited as a reason for Edward’s ability to assume control of the kingdom
after her death. Other factors that contributed to the king’s success included: his own military prowess
(independent of Aethelflaed), such as his ability to defeat his dynastic rival, Aethelwold (although the
extent of his involvement in Aethelwold’'s defeat was discussed in some responses); his ability to form
diplomatic alliances of his own, such as his relationship with the Welsh after Aethelflaed’s death; and his
exploitation of marriages as a way of securing his position. High-scoring responses provided a line of
reasoning related to the question culminating with a focused judgement. Answers in the lower levels
tended to focus more on description.
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Exemplar 2
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Examiners’ report

This exemplar highlights the emphasis often placed in responses on Aethelflaed’s role in the expansion
of the network of burhs during Edward’s reign. It is also implied in the extract that the burhs provided a
platform on which the king was able to build up his military reputation. Note that there is analysis here,

which is typical of responses in the higher levels.
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Question 3

3* Woas Edgar a more effective reformer of the Church or of the government administration? [20]

This question was not as popular as Question 2. In general, responses included fairly detailed
knowledge of both the reformation of the Church and government administration. The role of Aethelwold
and Oswald, for example, in relation to the Church, was well known, particularly their contribution to the
construction of new religious foundations. Coupled with this, candidates were aware of St Dunstan’s
Regularis Concordia and its role in bringing uniformity in observance across religious houses (although
there was more uncertainty over its implementation), as well as broader issues, such as the corruption of
the clergy. In administration, Edgar’s control of the mints was often cited, as was the developing practice
of issuing writs; some responses broadened out ‘administration’ by referring to the creation of the triple
hundred of Oswaldslow. In forming an argument, responses often focused on the reform of the Church,
since the influence of the pre-eminent religious figures of the reign extended beyond the limits of
ecclesiastical matters. High-scoring responses provided a line of reasoning related to the question
culminating with a focused judgement. Answers in the lower levels tended to focus more on description.
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This exemplar highlights the way links were often established between the Church and administrative
reform in forming a line of reasoning. In this case, administrative reforms were seen as less successful

than Church reform, since the former benefited the Church.
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