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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y111/01 series overview
Y 111 is one of thirteen components for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This
component tests an extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based
option and an essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a
compulsory source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use
all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one
essay question from a choice of two.
To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question.
To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.
Candidates who did well on this paper
generally did the following:

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally did the following:
• Did not consider both the provenance and use
Considered the provenance of the source(s)
contextual knowledge to evaluate the
and used relevant contextual knowledge.
sources.
The contextual knowledge was clearly linked
• Wrote an unbalanced answer in their
to the source being discussed to show
treatment of the sources, with very little
whether the view of the source was valid or
consideration of one of the sources.
not.
• Reached a judgement based on their
Reach an overall judgement as to the extent
knowledge rather than the sources.
to which the sources supported the view in
•
Showed a poor understanding of the major
the question.
issues relevant to the essay.
In answering the essay question, candidates
• Were unable to support their answer with
discussed at least two issues in depth.
relevant material.
The supporting detail was both accurate and
•
Did not focus on the precise wording of the
relevant to the question set, not just the topic.
question.
Reach a supported judgement about the issue
• Made unsupported comments about issues
in the question.
which were assertions.
Make a series of interim judgements about
the issues discussed in relation to the
question.
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Section A overview
The Enquiry section in this component examines the contribution of women to the war effort in WW1 and
in particular examines the view that their efforts were the main reason why female suffrage was granted
in 1918. The question requires candidates to critically assess evidence and reach judgements. The
critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section with all marks given against AO2.

Question 1

Most candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a well-reasoned
conclusion regarding those which supported the premise in the title and the sources that didn’t. Most
candidates displayed a sound understanding of technique and so understood the need to use both
context and provenance when evaluating the sources. Candidates should be reminded of the need to
reach an appropriate judgement on the sources as this is something that was omitted in many answers.
Candidates who were less successful tended to mine parts of the sources that agreed with their points
without clear analysis and also tended to ignore the provenance of the sources or produced an analysis
of provenance that was stock in nature or undeveloped.
Source A was used to both support and contradict the given view. Candidates were able to point out how
the source called on the government to support women’s claim for the vote due to the services provided
in the war. Many were also able to point out the claim that this was also deserved because of their
encouragement of male relatives to join the forces. Contextual knowledge of the role of women in
munitions factories and in auxiliary roles was used well. Provenance was also handled well with most
answers able to discuss why it was unsurprising that this committee of suffrage societies would
emphasise these ideas to Asquith at this time.
Source B was generally used to challenge the view in the question and demonstrate how Lord Selborne
was more concerned with the security of the State and the “steadying influence” of female voters. Some
candidates were able to show that although the service of women was mentioned, this was only to
confirm the beliefs that Selborne already had before the war had broken out. In terms of contextual
support the debate about providing the vote to army personnel was well-known while most were able to
draw on the activities of the WSPU before the war to demonstrate why Selborne believed there might be
danger in not granting the vote to women. A substantial number of candidates pointed out that these
views were untypical of the Conservative Party at the time and produced reasoned comments on
provenance as a result. This approach is exemplified in Exemplar 1 which demonstrates a skilful
combination of analysis, contextual knowledge and some evaluation of provenance.
Source C was treated well by the majority of candidates who knew that Asquith had been opposed
female suffrage fervently before the war. His transformation was seen in part by the efforts of women in
the war, although a significant number also noted that his desire to be seen as not yielding to violence
also played its part. Contextually there was a variety of knowledge used, including further references to
the pre-war campaigns, as well as the problem of reconstruction and the issues created by returning
servicemen. We are sorry for the misprint in Source C, with the word “former” missing before Prime
Minister from the steer of Source C. In order that candidates were not unfairly treated however,
candidates who evaluated Asquith as either the former or current Prime Minister were equally credited
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Source D was used to challenge the view in the question with MacArthur at pains to state that the vote
was not to be seen as a reward for wartime service. Contextually most were able to discuss the
concerns of women regarding the proposed age limits for the franchise reforms and in terms of
provenance many answers pointed out that this would be the expected view of a deputation of suffrage
societies meeting Asquith at this time.

Exemplar 1
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Section B overview
Two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic. Here the candidates are asked to examine the
domestic reforms of Gladstone and Conservative domination between 1885 and 1902. The questions set
require candidates to analyse causes and consequences of major historical issues.

Question 2

This was a significantly more popular essay and was generally well-answered. Stronger responses
provided a definition of equality of opportunity and then proceeded to argue for and then challenge the
given view. Those candidates who did well chose a range of material to demonstrate equality of
opportunity including Gladstone’s Civil Service Act, army reforms, Education Act and his reforms of the
judiciary. Irish reforms were generally used to demonstrate both views in the question. Exemplar 2
demonstrates a simple but effective use of a 2-sided argument which explains how Gladstone’s reforms
ensured equality of opportunity.
To challenge the given view, the best responses analysed the problematic nature of some of these
reforms including trade union reforms that denied the right to picket alongside other reforms such as the
Licensing Act. The best responses also analysed the areas that Gladstone didn’t tackle such as public
health and housing which might have helped to establish equality of opportunity. Weaker candidates
largely did not address both sides of the argument and were restricted to Level 3 and below.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 3

This was the least popular of the essay questions and candidates found the topic challenging. A number
of candidates adopted a narrative approach introducing their response by stating that the Conservatives
dominated domestic policies because of the amount of legislation passed and then merely listed the acts
passed. This did not score highly. Better responses analysed the effectiveness of Salisbury, the
organisation of the Primrose League and the popularity of Conservative foreign policies as well as the
declining role of Gladstone. A good example of this can be seen in the use of the Primrose League in
Exemplar 3. Alternative views pointed out that the Liberals did form ministries in 1886 and 1892-95 as
well as pointing out the unpopularity of both the Boer War and the 1902 Education Act.

Exemplar 3
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For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results
If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results

services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level
and Cambridge Nationals.
It allows you to:
•

review and run analysis reports on exam performance

•

analyse results at question and/or topic level*

•

compare your centre with OCR national averages

•

identify trends across the centre

•

facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

•

identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

•

help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/
Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.
Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website.
www.ocr.org.uk
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This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
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to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
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