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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y317/01 series overview 
Y317 is one of twenty one components for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This 
component tests an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation 
option on a named in depth topic and two essays. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A 
candidates are required to use contextual knowledge to test the views of two historians about one of the 
three named in depth topics or an aspect of one. The question does not require them to comment on the 
style of writing or the provenance of the interpretation. In Section B candidates are required to answer 
two essay questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the 
view of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the 
application of contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate 
connected to the issue. To do well on Section B, candidates need to make connections and links across 
the whole period, explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order 
to show an awareness of continuity and change across the whole period unless instructed otherwise. 
The comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The 
strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.  

 

Candidates who did well Candidates who did less well 

• Showed a clear understanding of the views of 
the two interpretations in relation to the 
question  

• Were able to use contextual knowledge to test 
the interpretations, linking that knowledge 
directly to the interpretation through 
evaluative words  

• Were able to consider both the strengths and 
limitations of both Interpretations using 
contextual knowledge  

• In answering the essay questions, covered 
the whole period in a balanced way  

• Adopted a thematic approach  
• Made links and comparisons between aspects 

of the topic  
• Explained the links and comparisons  
• Supported their arguments with precise and 

relevant examples  
• Reached a supported judgement about the 

issue in the question.  
• Demonstrated an understanding and 

familiarity with the different command verbs 
e.g. identify, describe, explain and discuss 
 

• Showed a limited understanding of one or 
both of the interpretations  

• Did not go beyond a basic explanation of 
part of the interpretation  

• Did not link any contextual knowledge 
directly to the interpretation and therefore 
did not evaluate the interpretation  

• In answering the essay adopted a 
chronological rather than thematic 
approach  

• Did not make links or comparisons even if 
events from different parts of the period 
were discussed in the same paragraph  

• Did not cover the whole period  
• Did not focus on the precise wording of 

the question  
• Made unsupported comments about 

issues which were no more than 
assertions. 
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Section A overview 
Type in this box to enter text. 

Question 1 

The interpretation question was, on the whole, answered well. The majority of candidates were able to 
access the higher levels by clearly linking their own knowledge to the views and opinions mentioned. At 
the top end, candidates used precise and accurate own knowledge, explaining that A reflects the internal 
causes whereas B argues the converse view, that the First Opium War began due to the actions of the 
British.  

The most successful answers dealt with each interpretation in turn before coming to a measured 
conclusion. Answers which attempted a thematic approach often were confused and lacked evaluation, 
leading to an essay-like approach. Centres should be aware that credit is given in assessing the relative 
convincingness of the views that are present in each interpretation. Answers which proceeded to list 
impacts that were not present in each interpretation did not score highly, as they were not explicitly 
evaluating the view of each historian. This was often highlighted or prefixed by the phrase “fails to 
mention”. Candidates would be better advised to focus on the actual views presented and test them 
against historical knowledge.  

Centres should also be aware that there is no requirement to mention other historians. 

In regard to Interpretation A, the majority of candidates were able explain the role of opium and the 
impact of the opium trade. Those at lower levels merely described the interpretation. As for Interpretation 
B, most were able to identify its key message that the war began due to the British. In the lower levels, 
however, many mentioned the fact that there was no direct exploration of the opium trade, rather than 
focusing on the content of Interpretation B.  

Exemplar 1 was marked in Level 6. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Section B overview 
Type in this box to enter text. 

Question 2 

This was answered by a large number of candidates. Following the trend of the previous series the 
majority of candidates approached the question thematically, using, for example, the themes of structure 
of government, ideology and repression. A smaller number of candidates who had less success in this 
question referred to the economy of China, which could not be given.  

At the top end, candidates assessed three or four rulers within each paragraph, evaluating the level of 
continuity or change in each area. Successful responses utilised the word “similarly” and then explained 
the level of continuity (or change). Finally, answers in the top level contained interim assessments (or 
end of paragraph judgements) before writing a developed conclusion.  

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their answer either: 

A - chronologically  

or  

B – were unable to compare rulers within thematic paragraphs.  

Question 3 

This was a popular question. Candidates were able to identify themes and evaluate the level of 
modernisation across the whole period.  

At the top end, candidates selected three themes (often agriculture, trade and industry) and assessed 
three or four rulers from across the time period, evaluating the level of modernisation (or lack of). 
Successful candidates focused on the phrase “did not modernise” and assessed in relation to this. 
Answers in the top level contained interim assessments (or judgements) before writing a developed 
conclusion.  

 

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their answer either: 

A - chronologically  

or  

B – were unable to compare rulers within thematic paragraphs.  
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Question 4 

This was also a popular question. Candidates were able to focus on thematic paragraphs that were 
related to society (for example education, women’s rights and religion). 

At the top end, candidates used the communist takeover of 1949 at the start of each paragraph before 
comparing it to two other turning points (in each paragraph). Successful answers were able to compare 
throughout the paragraph (this was a greater turning point than.. because..) and then assess at the end. 
The best conclusions assessed the communist takeover in each theme to reach a sustained judgement.  

At the lower end of the mark range, candidates wrote about three turning points in total, either 
chronologically or as factors.  

Furthermore, centres should be aware that this style of question is not designed to assess whether two 
events were similar or not; it is about assessing change. Candidates should be encouraged, therefore, to 
come to a sustained judgement about the importance of the event in the question in relation to others; 
not whether it was similar to them. Finally, candidates who did not cover the whole time period were not 
able to reach the higher levels.  

Exemplar 4 was marked in Level 6 
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Exemplar 4 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level*

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 

www.ocr.org.uk
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OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The 
Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. Registered 
company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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