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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper 3 series overview 
This was the second examination for the new specification. Candidates’ general performance across the 
paper was good with the vast majority attempting all questions, demonstrating sound knowledge and 
understanding of the assessed subject content. 
 
There was clear evidence of growing conversancy with examination technique, with the majority of 
candidates heeding instructions such as “Identify two”. Consequently very few responses were 
disregarded for breach of the rubric. 
 
Time management appeared to cause few problems as there was virtually no evidence of candidates 
failing to complete the paper in the allotted time, indeed many wrote at length. 
 
Fewer candidates this session wrote responses outside the lined answer space provided, although a 
significant number did not number, or numbered incorrectly, continued responses on the additional 
answer space. 
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Section A overview 
The five 2 mark questions which comprised section A were answered well overall. Some candidates 
wrote at unnecessary length, continuing on the additional answer space after they had already achieved 
both marks for the question and so unable to gain further credit. Candidates are generally they are given 
two lines to gain each mark, and this should provide sufficient space to write their response. 

 

Question 1 

A significant number of candidates did not gain full marks here as they gave two examples of the same 
answer, e.g. ex public school boys spread the sports as missionaries in the Empire, and also spread 
sports around the world as soldiers in the British army. 

Candidates should be reminded to give two different answers. This is particularly important on questions 
where the instruction is “give two” as only the first two responses will be credited. 

Question 2 
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This question was very well answered with the majority of candidates achieving both marks. Those who 
didn’t were sometimes vague about the venue, naming the country rather than the city. Others attributed 
the boycott of the Moscow Games to the Cold War rather than the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, which 
was too vague for credit. 

Question 3 

Candidates generally displayed a good understanding of the two levels of the World Class Programme. 
Some struggled to name the two levels correctly and others were vague about the potential to win 
medals in the Olympic or Paralympic Games. 

Question 4 

This was another question where candidates scored highly. As the question asks about the contribution 
to elite sporting success candidates should be reminded to focus on specialist or high quality coaching 
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Question 5 

Here the candidates’ first two responses only were credited. The majority were given point 1 on the mark 
scheme (greater amount of coverage) and point 2 (greater number of female presenters). Some 
candidates were too vague in their responses, identifying only that now there is coverage of women’s 
sport and female sports presenters, rather than stating that there are “more” as is required in a 
comparison question. 
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Section B overview 
This section of the examination paper contained questions where candidates were required to analyse 
and evaluate as well as link knowledge to practical sporting examples. Higher achieving candidates were 
able to do this succinctly and consistently whereas the lower scoring candidates tended to develop and 
repeat the same point and so not access the full range of marks available. 

 

Question 6 (a) 

Candidates’ attention should be drawn to the command word in the question of explain the possible 
reasons, as a significant number spent time simply repeating the information given in the table. 

The higher achieving candidates recognised the requirement of this question to make five distinct points 
and so identified a range of reasons from the negative impacts on the economy, society and sport. The 
lower achieving candidates tended to focus solely on the economic disadvantages. 

The lowest scoring responses came where candidates did not keep to the question focus of why fewer 
countries were bidding, but instead gave the positive effects of hosting the Olympic Games. 
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Question 6 (b) 

 

 

The majority of candidates interpreted the graphs correctly, although some simply stated that there was 
a difference, without explaining what that difference was. Most candidates were able to access points 1, 
2 and 3 on the mark scheme but were less successful in using their own knowledge to discuss the 
impacts that social class has on participation. So, very few candidates achieved full marks on this 
question. 

A common response which did not gain credit was that young people and their parents from the lower 
social classes had less time to play sport, a statement which could not be quantified. Some strayed from 
the question focus of young people and others were vague about young people from higher social 
classes having “more opportunities” without saying why this was or what they were. Some candidates 
also identified that young people from higher social classes had more money but did not go on to 
describe the impact of this, e.g. it allowed them to purchase equipment such as a badminton racquet or 
pay affiliation fees for a netball club. 

Item removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions 

Item removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions 
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Question 6 (c) 

On the whole this question was well answered, but there were some common misconceptions. A 
significant number of candidates wrote about changes which occurred in the late 19th and early 20th 
century such as broken time payments, shorter working hours and higher wages. Many described the 
changes in transport post 1850, although this had little impact on the decline of mob football. Increased 
literacy was commonly identified but the effect this had on people being able to read and understand 
more complex rules was not made explicit. Similarly some candidates were able to identify the 
emergence of the middle class during this period but did not explain the link between this and the demise 
of mob football. 

Question 6 (d) 

Candidates displayed good understanding of the terms “amateur” and “professional” and were able to 
describe how in pre-industrial times amateurs were typically upper class and professionals from the 
working class. 
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Question 7 (a) 

This question was generally poorly answered with many candidates not heeding the instruction to use 
specific examples from sport and so being unable to access the full range of marks. When describing the 
“golden triangle” candidates should be specific in explaining the interdependence of the three elements 
of sport, media and sponsorship. A common misconception was that sponsors paid money to the media 
company and some confused the concepts of sponsorship and the payment to athletes to appear in 
advertisements. 

Key point call out 

When the question states “using specific examples” it is essential that candidates heed this in order to 
access the AO2 marks available for the question. 
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Question 7 (b) 

This was another question which was less well answered, although the “critically evaluate” command 
was well heeded with most candidates attempting to give both positive and negative effects. 

Many confused media with modern technology while others cited fireworks, television and radio as new 
technology when they have been present for some time. Higher achieving candidates were able to state 
clear effects such as increasing entertainment or disrupting the flow of the game and link an example of 
modern technology to these. The most successful candidates identified six different effects on the sports 
spectator, each linked to an example of modern technology. It was permissible to use the same example 
of modern technology more than once as long as it supported a different effect, e.g. VAR could increase 
excitement, enhance understanding and disrupt the flow of the game. 

Question 7 (c) 

This was an area of the specification where candidates displayed patchy understanding. Many wrote 
generally about giving the athletes “support” but were not specific in identifying clear strategies such as 
Performance Lifestyle Advice or psychological support. Another common misconception was that of the 
athletes requiring payment or funding, when those on elite programmes would already be fully funded. 
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Question 7 (d) 

The role of the National Institutes of Sport was another area where candidates showed insecure 
understanding, often confusing it with the role of UK Sport. Common misconceptions included beliefs 
that the NIS provided funding and coaches. Many candidates repeated examples of sports science 
support such as nutritionists, biomechanics and psychologists and should be encouraged to give 
examples of a wider range of roles. 

Some candidates did not achieve point 1 on the mark scheme as they referred to “facilities” rather than 
“world class facilities” or similar. Examples of world class facilities were often too vague for example 
some candidates simply identified centres of excellence such as Bath University, rather than giving a 
specific example such as the skeleton bob track at Bath University. 

 

Misconception Many candidates stated that the National Institutes of Sport provide coaches 
– this is not the case, they work with coaches. 

Many candidates stated that the National Institutes of Sport provide funding 
to athletes – this is not the case, they are funded by UK Sport and income 
generated from services provided to national governing bodies and use this 
money not to fund individual athletes but to maximise the resources 
available to benefit as many sports as possible. 
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Section C overview 
Candidates showed growing conversancy with the demands of the synoptic extended response, 
although a significant proportion did not address both parts of the question. Most attempted to give a 
range of sporting examples, although the weaker responses relied on these rather than theoretical 
knowledge. To achieve Level 3 candidates were required to make relevant links between law and 
deviance, which the majority struggled to do consistently. 

 

Question 8 

There was some confusion between the laws of sport and the laws of the land which resulted in an 
inability to differentiate between the two, the former being largely irrelevant. In lower scoring candidates 
the role of the law was limited to the control of violence. However, the higher scoring candidates were 
able to discuss equality, contractual law and duty of care. There were weaknesses in the understanding 
of the term deviance but most candidates could give examples. Candidates generally found the second 
part of the question most challenging and struggled to make the synoptic links between the law and 
deviance in sport. A very good number accessed Level 2 but not many Level 3 responses were seen. 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 - 8 marks) 
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Level 3, 8 marks given. 

This candidate demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge of how the law affects players and spectators, 
recognising that it makes sport fairer, safer and helps to reduce spectator violence. This is backed up 
with appropriate examples. 
The term deviance is defined and examples are given and points developed so AO2 and AO3 points are 
accessed. 
A link is made between the law and deviance.....'the law helps punish / reduce deviance.' 
Therefore all criteria for the award of Level 3 are met. 
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2 - 5 marks) 
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Level 2, 5 marks given. 

This response gives sound coverage of how the law affects sport in the 21st century and demonstrates 
good knowledge and clear understanding that the law applies to roles other than the player. The 
candidate attempts to link law and deviance. 

Examples of deviance are given, but understanding of the term is insecure. 
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1 2 marks) 

 

This candidate gives limited coverage of the effects of the law on 21st century sport. Examples given are 
of a limited range, focussing mainly on spectators. 

The second part of the question is not addressed. The candidate does not give a definition or 
explanation of deviance. The response lacks analysis and critical evaluation and so does not access 
AO3 marks.  
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