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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. A selection of candidate 
answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the 
difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other 
identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper R018 series overview 
The majority of candidates answered all the questions and a wide spread of marks were achieved. There 
were very few ‘no response’ answers, often these were for single word, factual answers indicating a gap 
in the candidate’s knowledge. 

Time appears to have been used effectively and longer answer questions were attempted by the 
majority, suggesting that candidates had enough time to produce their responses. Most candidates were 
able to complete all of the questions on the examination paper itself with few using the extra pages at the 
back of the script or requiring additional answer books.  

Many excellent responses demonstrated that candidates were well prepared for the examination, they 
gave well-informed and well-structured answers using appropriate subject specific terminology from the 
specification. There is scope for improvement by some candidates in tackling the two longer levels of 
response questions. Candidates need to be encouraged to read the question carefully and consider what 
is being asked. Using a paragraph for each aspect of the question is a good approach used by many 
candidates, helping the to produce a more considered and well-structured answer which addresses the 
command verb of the question. 

There was some evidence of candidates having revised using past papers and in some cases examiners 
could recognise answers memorised by candidates, from previous mark schemes. These were not 
relevant to this session’s questions and so marks were lost. Candidates should be reminded that 
questions on every paper will always be different so there is no point in memorising ‘model’ answers. 

 

Candidate performance overview 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 

• Demonstrated an understanding and familiarity with the different command verbs e.g. 
identify, describe and explain. 

• Produced detailed, clear and concise responses for Level of Response questions: 2(c) and 
4(a). 

• Applied knowledge and understanding to questions in section A based on a scenario or set 
in a particular context.  
 

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following. 

• Lacked precision in their responses e.g. 6(b) writing about meeting physical or social needs 
when the question is about intellectual needs and 1(b) not reading the question carefully 
enough and so giving answers that are not relevant to ‘unprotected sex’. 

• Found it difficult to apply what they had learnt to different scenarios or contexts for 
questions in Section A, e.g. 2(a) and 3(a). 

• Produced responses that lacked depth and were often rambling and peripheral to what had 
been asked, sometimes simply repeating information provided, e.g. 4(a) and 2(c). 
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Section A overview 
Section A of the paper consists of three questions based in different contexts. For this paper the three 
scenarios are Hannah’s pregnancy, breastfeeding and toddlers’ football. Candidates are required to 
apply their knowledge of the R018 specification topics to produce answers that are relevant to the 
scenarios provided. 

 

Question 1 (a) 

 

Well answered by the majority of candidates who gained at least one mark using the wide range of 
answers on the mark scheme. 

The most common reason not to gain a mark was a vague response such as ‘breast changes’ without 
giving a specific change such as ‘breast tenderness’ or using the general term ‘sickness’ rather than 
stating ‘morning sickness’.  

 

Question 1 (b) (i) 

 

The majority of candidates gave a correct answer, with the ‘morning after pill’ the most common 
response, very few suggested ‘IUD’.  

Some candidates did not read the question carefully enough and did not notice the words ‘after having 
unprotected sex’ and so incorrectly gave examples of contraception such as ‘the pill’ or a ‘condom’. 
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Question 1 (b) (ii) 

 

Varied responses with some candidates giving very vague answers such as ‘stops you getting pregnant’ 
or ‘it may not work’. 

Other candidates, however, were able to give accurate answers involving the correct number of hours 
the morning after pill has to be taken within so that it is effective and the fact that it does not protect 
against STIs. 

It was evident that some candidates had been well prepared and had the correct knowledge which 
enabled them to give clear, accurate answers. 

 

Question 1 (c) 

 

Many candidates gave a basic reason but not an explanation. Many just stated that being at home is 
more ‘comfortable’ or ‘safe’ without any development of the point to explain why home is more 
comfortable or safe.  

Most correct responses related to ‘familiar surroundings’ that enabled the mother to feel more relaxed 
and in control. Others provided explanations of how a number of family members could be there to 
support her, or that home offers privacy and a quiet, calm atmosphere.  

Incorrect answers focussed on the disadvantages of a hospital birth which does not answer the question. 
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Question 1 (d) 

 

Candidates gained the mark for ‘foetal alcohol syndrome’. Spelling did not have to be correct to gain the 
mark. 

 

Question 1 (e) 

 

Well answered by the majority of candidates who gained either 3 or 4 marks for this question. 

A number of candidates gave ‘stage 4’ or ‘stage 5’ which was obviously incorrect as the question clearly 
states 3 stages. 
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Question 2 (a) 

 

The majority of candidates gained marks on this question. The most common correct answers linked to it 
being painful or the baby not latching on and also referenced mothers going back to work. 

There was evidence that some candidates had not taken note of the information given in the article and 
wrote about the advantages of formula milk which does not answer the question.  

Others incorrectly wrote about the baby being vegan. 

Question 2 (b) 

 

A large number of candidates achieved full marks on this question.  
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Question 2 (c) 

 

Very mixed responses to this question. Good answers focussed on bonding opportunities and 
developing good habits to prevent ‘grazing’ or ‘snacking’ that could lead to obesity; establishing set times 
for meals / feeding developing a sense of security and promoting good habits were also features of the 
best answers.  

Candidates achieving high marks did also remember to include benefits for both the child and the 
parents as required by the question, demonstrating good exam technique. 

Weaker responses did not seem to understand or be aware of what a ‘routine’ involves or any real 
benefits. These answers lacked depth, knowledge and were rambling and repetitive with comments 
about knowing when to eat. 

Exemplar 1 

 

This extract shows an example of a good explanation. The benefits of a feeding routine for both the child 
and parents/carers are related to bonding. 

An additional benefit, explained, would enable the candidate to gain full marks.  
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Question 3 (a) 

 

Candidates generally attempted this well, although many did not provide an explanation in sufficiently 
detail for full marks. For example, they were able to identify that it could develop communication skills 
but they did not go further by including that it can also help the development of language.  

Common correct responses included development of physical skills, fitness and providing exercise. Links 
to social skills, team work and making friends, gaining confidence were also features of good responses.  

In weaker responses there was often a lack of application to the football scenario which limited the 
marks.   
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Question 3 (b) 

 

Mixed responses to this question.  

Most candidates gained two marks for football kit and replacing any energy used.  The remainder of the 
weaker answers tended to be a repeat and a mention of weather appropriate clothes for warmth and 
cooler for summer.  

Minimal links made to the football activity in some answers, with many stating points about clothes and 
food generally which were unable to gain full marks. 

Good answers were clearly related to the football scenario, with points about protection such as shin 
pads and football boots and providing water to drink / fresh fruit to prevent dehydration due to all the 
running around, for example. 
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Section B overview 
Section B of the paper consists of three questions that are fact and knowledge based. Candidate 
responses do not have to relate to a particular situation or scenario.   

 

Question 4 (a) 

 

Those candidates gaining high marks explained well, in specific detail, how classes could prepare the 
father/partner for labour and parenthood, giving clear and relevant examples.  

Many candidates, however, failed to reference the father/partner and wrote in general terms about the 
parents or in some cases just the mother and so their answers did not address the question.  

There were many vague references to ‘supporting’ and ‘being there’ suggesting a lack of knowledge 
about the importance of antenatal and parenting classes and what they actually involve. There were few 
explanations detailed enough to reach level 3. 

Exemplar 1 

EXemplare candidate work

 

Exemplar 1 shows a typical Level 1 response, basic information with limited explanation not clearly 
linked to the father/partner.  

More specific detail about how the father/partner could provide support needs to be explained. Examples 
such as in labour reassurance, encouraging breathing techniques, massage, creating a birth plan 
together or afterwards helping care for baby, how to bath baby, feeding, spotting post-natal depression 
etc. 
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Question 4 (b) (i) 

 

This question was mostly answered correctly with many candidates gaining full marks.  

There were some candidates, however, that labelled the diagram incorrectly with female anatomical 
parts, mainly fallopian tubes instead of vas deferens and uterus instead of urethra, indicating a lack of 
knowledge. 
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Question 4 (b) (ii) 

 

Many incorrect answers here with candidates either leaving it blank or suggesting the ‘male reproductive 
system’.  

The sperm duct system or epididymis is a gap in candidates knowledge. 

 

Question 4 (c) 

 

Most candidates were able to give an appropriate ‘way’. Many gave good explanations of how it could be 
used to promote positive behaviour with the child. Good responses clearly explained how sticker charts 
or rewards, for example, would motivate the child to repeat desired behaviour. 

Weaker answers gave incorrect negative ways such as ‘naughty step’ and ‘time out’ or explained how 
bad behaviour was learned. 

 

  

 

OCR support The teaching activity on male and female reproductive systems may be 
useful to support the teaching of content relating to question 4b: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-
development-level-1-2-j818/planning-and-teaching/ 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/planning-and-teaching/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/planning-and-teaching/
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Question 5 (a) (i) 

  

Well answered by many candidates who gave good explanations that demonstrated their understanding 
of how this strategy keeps children safe online. 

A few candidates referred to general points about safety online that were relevant to 5(a)(ii) not this 
question. 

 

Question 5 (a) (ii) 

 

This was generally very well answered by the majority of candidates. Common correct responses 
included: use safe search facilities, passwords on devises, check history, teach internet safety, time 
limits. 

Weaker answers generally included some repetition of the previous question i.e. monitoring, and there 
were some very vague statements about ‘locking’ or ‘banning’ sites. 
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Question 5 (b) 

 

Well answered by many candidates who suggested a range of different ways. Locked gates and fences 
so that children cannot wander off and strangers cannot get in; covered ponds / filled in ponds to reduce 
the risk of drowning and locking sharp garden tools in a shed, not leaving them lying around where a 
child could pick them up and be injured. 

Some candidates, however, did not read the question carefully enough and a very common error was to 
state three different ways with no explanation. 

Exemplar 2 

 

This candidate gives three valid ways, but the question asks for one way only, which needs to be 
explained.  

The candidate was credited one mark for the first way given. 
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Question 5 (c) (i) 

 

A few candidates explained that the mark is related to meeting European standards of health, safety and 
environmental or meets European legal requirements. Many seemed unfamiliar with this symbol. 

 

Question 5 (c) (ii) 

 

There were many correct responses linked to named toys and specific items of equipment.  

Weaker answers did not gain the marks due to vague statements such as ‘toys’ or ‘clothes’. 
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Question 6 (a) 

 

Very well answered by the majority of candidates. Frequent correct answers included meeting the 
doctors / nurses, familiarising themselves with the surroundings and reassurance reducing fear of the 
unknown. 
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Question 6 (b) 

 

Very well answered by the majority of candidates who focussed the ways on meeting a child’s 
intellectual needs as required by the question.  

Unfortunately, some candidates wrote about social or emotional needs which have been asked about in 
previous papers. It is very important that candidates read the question and clearly address the 
requirements in order to gain the marks. 
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Question 6 (c) 

 

Many candidates gained full marks. 

A few put ‘viruses’ instead of ‘antibodies’ and ‘uterus’ instead of ‘placenta’. 

 

 



Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level*

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 
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OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
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Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
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