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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has been 
applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.org.
uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-
english-language-h470.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to 
Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.
org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for this 
and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – see 
the following link for further information http://www.ocr.
org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Section 1– Summer 2019 exam questions
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Exemplar 1

Section 2 – Exemplar Candidate Work and 
Examiners’ Commentary
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Examiner commentary
Question 1 20 marks
The response makes assured reference to wide range of language features with well selected examples and focused analysis.

It is enhanced by consistently accurate use of a wide range of terminology in a secure academic register. There is assured reference 
to stages of development with effective exploration of well selected examples.  Discerning/perceptive links to theories/concepts are 
made with assured understanding of the relationship between theory/practice.

This response starts well on phonology and doesn’t try to do too much. It remains accurate and logical in its discussion and avoids 
the pitfall of implying (or even stating) a causal link between phonology and grammatical stage. A further strength of this response 
is the consistency with which it moves back and forth between AO1 and AO2 suggesting an integrated understanding of how 
theory is relevant to the data.

Question 2 22 marks
There is critical engagement in analysis of text’s patterns of language use. The response shows discerning exploration of a wide 
range of contextual factors/language features is evident alongside discussion of how they are associated with construction of 
meaning.

This response is not as strong as the Q1 response in terms of consistency or precision, but that is often the case when moving from 
acquisition to the other questions. It begins well by considering mode and reception in some depth but, arguably, this extends for a 
little longer than it should. Throughout the rest of the response, there is a sense of engaging with trends across the data and it draws 
together examples in a way which suggests a conceptualised understanding of the data which is supported by accurate, albeit 
sometimes not completely apt, theories.

Question 3 33 marks
The response applies a wide range of appropriate methods in an assured and systematic way using a secure academic register and 
includes discerning points about contextual factors of production/reception. The response demonstrates selective and methodical 
application of confident knowledge/concepts.

This is a well-structured if imperfect response which covers and range of relevant features from the texts and draws consistent links 
back and forth between them. The use of concepts is clear, relevant and logical. Opening, as this response does, with discussion of 
long ‘s’ can often cause an examiner’s heart to sink but this response deals well with a potential explanation for what is identified 
as an inconsistency in use. As such, it deals with it well. The discussion of structural semantics later on in the response is also well 
done and, overall, this response shows a clear, systematic and knowledgeable approach to exploring the data and responding to the 
question. Some assertions about context and some uses of concepts are debatable but presented logically and convincingly.
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Examiner commentary
Question 1 20 marks
The response makes assured reference to a wide range of language features with well selected examples and focused analysis.

It is enhanced by consistently accurate use of a wide range of terminology in secure academic register. There is assured reference to 
stages of development with effective exploration of well selected examples.

With the exception of the conflation of accent and dialect towards the end, this response is precise, accurate and relevant in terms of 
both the data and theory. There is suitably tentative language in considering the ways in which theory is applicable to the data and 
this itself suggests that the response is based on a sound understanding of both. The discussion of synonymy and phonology is very 
strong and marks this response out as stronger and more precise than lower attaining responses would be.

Question 2 24 marks
The response shows assured knowledge and understanding of language concepts and issues. There is critical engagement in 
analysis of text’s patterns of language use. The response shows discerning exploration of a wide range of contextual factors/
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language features is evident alongside discussion of how they are associated with construction of meaning. There is perceptive 
evaluation of how contextual features inherent in the text contribute to and are associated with construction of meaning. 

This response opens with an accurate but slightly over-long discussion of context. The point at which it refers to the “lifestyle section” 
was an opportunity to begin exploring patterns of language and tone indicative of that specific genre. In spite of this opening, the 
response goes on to cogently draw together multiple patterns and explore them conceptually and contextually. There is a strong 
sense throughout that the response is considering the text as a whole and in its constituent parts but it never lapses into simply 
looking at single language examples. Rather, it links language to discourse and then to tone or reception. This is the real strength of 
this response and suggests a clear grasp of essay writing, as specific to English Language, and of the data.

Question 3 36 marks
The response applies a wide range of appropriate methods in an assured and systematic way using a secure academic register.

The response deftly establishes and explores patterns of language use and analyses evidence incisively. The response includes 
discerning points about contextual factors of production/reception. The response demonstrates perceptive evaluation of the effect 
of context on different uses of language and an ability to suggest alternatives. The response demonstrates selective and methodical 
application of confident knowledge/concepts. The response compares with illuminating connections and links to language 
development.

As with previous responses from this candidate, the structure of the response is strong and allows for consistently creditworthy 
discussion of both texts in a controlled manner. Early in the response, the discussion of shared lexical fields is sound, if a little 
mundane, but develops into a sound point about neologisms and the reasons for their creation conceptually and contextually. 
Across the response, there is consideration of both patterns and specific examples which are clearly exemplified and explained and 
which further demonstrate a strong grasp of the data and of the topic of language change. Theory-wise, there is a relatively light 
touch from this response but it conceptualises the data clearly and makes sound and interesting use of theory, suggesting a well-
developed understanding.
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Examiner commentary
Question 1 19 marks
The response makes assured reference to a wide range of language features with well selected examples and focused analysis. It is 
enhanced by consistently accurate use of a wide range of terminology in a secure academic register. There is assured reference to 
stages of development with effective exploration of well selected examples.

This response covers the data well and shows strong understanding of the language use of the two interlocutors. It is precise, 
accurate and relevant throughout in its engagement with the data. There are consistent links drawn to relevant theory which shows 
understanding of how the theory and data link; however, there are times were this becomes less secure/detailed and that, along 
with the unconvincing attempt to apply Brown and Levinson, is a reason for this response to have fallen just below full marks for 
AO2.

Question 2 17marks
The response makes informed comment on text’s patterns of language use and shows sound knowledge and understanding of 
relevant language concepts and issues. There is a sound attempt to respond to a range of contextual factors/language features and 
how they are associated with construction of meaning. Clear, relevant response on impact of contextual features and how they 
contribute to construction of meaning is made.

This is the weak point of this script, as shown by the marks awarded. This is by no means a poor response and still shows a strength 
in picking out relevant language features which is in keeping with other responses in this script; however, the response struggles to 
engage meaningfully with contextual factors and, as a result, never manages to analyse and explore the text in the way demanded 
by this section of the paper. It is a good example of the importance of allowing data-led assertions about contextual factors to 
inform discussion of language-use and concepts.

Question 3 29 marks
The response applies a range of methods in a systematic way using coherent written expression, exploring patterns of language 
use and analysing evidence in some depth. The response includes strong/helpful points about contextual factors of production/
reception and demonstrates methodical and sound application of good knowledge/concepts. 

The response compares with helpful connections and some links to change.

This is a lengthy response which covers a range of levels across both texts and analyses patterns well. At times, it becomes a little list-
like and discursive but is, overall, a strong analytical and comparative consideration of both texts. There is, as with Q2 for this script, a 
slightly weaker focus on context but the response still engages well with the broad contexts of both texts in its discussion of change. 
The response also ‘runs out of steam’ towards the end and the final page features few creditworthy points. The lack of consistency 
could be viewed as a marker of the difference between top level and Level five on this question. Obviously, it is not the only factor 
but is often a notable discriminator.
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Examiner commentary
Question 1 16 marks
The response makes accurate reference to a range of language features with appropriate examples and developed analysis. There 
is accurate use of a range of terminology, which enhances the response, with coherent written expression. There are consistently 
accurate references to stages of development with appropriate exploration of selected examples, showing awareness of the 
complexity of acquisition. It consistently connects variety of theories/concepts with secure understanding of the relationship 
between theory/practice.

This response is the strongest from this script and consistently draws links back and forth between relevant theory and the data. It 
doesn’t manage the density of point associated with top level and nor does it have the same level of precision but there is accuracy 
and relevance throughout which allow it to be placed into band 4. Depth and precision in the analysis and discussion of the data 
could potentially have lifted this response and it could be a good activity for borderline A/A* students to attempt to rework this 
response into a top level answer.

Question 2 14 marks
The response shows largely accurate knowledge and understanding of language concepts and issues and there is accurate 
comment on some of the text’s language use. Clear, relevant response on impact of contextual features and how they contribute to 
construction of meaning is made.

This is very much a response of two halves. The first half is vague and imprecise in considering both language and contexts; the 
second is precise and exemplifies well while attempting to analyse. As such, this is a difficult script to mark but its inconsistencies 
prevent it truly engaging with patterns and showing the range associated with upper levels of the mark scheme. This is probably a 
case of a candidate running out of steam.

Question 3 25 marks
The response explores patterns of language use and includes some valid points about contextual factors of production/reception.

The response demonstrates sound conclusions about the effect of context on different uses of language and demonstrates accurate 
application of mostly appropriate knowledge/concepts. The response makes some useful comparisons connections.

This is another response from this script that is more complicated to award. There are a number of strengths to this response: it is 
comparative throughout; it engages with patterns rather than single examples; it considers context repeatedly. In spite of those 
strengths, it is doesn’t have the range of points expected from a higher attaining response and doesn’t manage depth when 
considering contexts and concepts.
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Examiner commentary
Question 1 14 marks
The response makes consistently accurate reference to a range of language features, with appropriate examples and developed 
analyses.

The response connects the elements of the participants’ language usage with a variety of concepts/ theories in a way that suggests 
secure understanding of the relationship between theory and practice.

This is a response of two halves. The opening could easily lead a marker towards the top of Level 4 and the end, to the level below. 
On balance this has been credited in the lower end of Level 4 to adequately reward its range of terminology and links to theory. The 
links are consistent in the first part of the response but accuracy and density of creditworthy points drifts towards the end. While an 
examiner always looks to reward positively for what a candidate has done, a holistic approach must take into account the latter part 
of the response as well.

Question 2 14 marks
The response shows sound knowledge and understanding of relevant language concepts and issues. There is accurate comment 
on some of the text’s language use. There is some attempt to respond to a range of contextual factors/language features and how 
they are associated with construction of meaning. General comments on how contextual features contribute to the construction of 
meaning are made.
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A common issue across the cohort this summer has been the imbalance between AO3 and other AOs. This response demonstrates 
that clearly with contextual comments rarely going beyond stating the purpose or mode repeatedly, if at all. There is sound focus on 
language but not patterns across the text until the final page of the response the analysis and explanation of these patterns lacks the 
depth associated with the next level up.

Question 3 21 marks
The response applies some appropriate methods in a sound way using mostly competent expression. The response engages with 
language use with inconsistent depth and supported points. The response includes some valid points about contextual factors of 
production/reception.

The response demonstrates loose grasp of knowledge/concepts and attempts to apply it. The response makes general connections 
and attempts to compare but with partial success.

This response makes a number of valid points and draws valid links to the contexts of the two texts. Comparisons are present but 
aren’t as clearly formed and there are theories in evidence but not always presented with reference to the actual data. This response 
tends towards a list-like structure and, in doing so, misses out on the depth of analysis which could easily have lifted it higher in the 
mark scheme. This is a good example of a knowledgeable candidate struggling to maintain a focus on the analytical requirements of 
the task.
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Examiner commentary
Question 1 7 marks
The response makes some reference to relevant language features with appropriate examples and relevant comments. Some 
reference to stages of development is made, with some comment on examples. The response connects theories/concepts with 
language usage in a way that has some validity.

This response struggles to apply valid terminology to the examples it selects but the examples are worthy of some credit under AO1. 
There are several inaccuracies but it struggles, in the main, to focus on the language use of the child interlocutors. Instead, it follows 
a heavily concepts-led route which, whilst showing knowledge, is not clearly linked to the data and, as a result, limits the quality of 
the response.

Question 2 12 marks
The response shows largely accurate knowledge and understanding of language concepts and issues but lacks depth/development.

There are general comments on the text’s language use. There is some attempt to respond to a range of contextual factors/language 
features and how they are associated with construction of meaning.

There is some focus on language and context with some links drawn between the two but the response manages neither the range 
nor depth under either AO to warrant moving higher in the mark scheme. Conceptually, there is little offered beyond the reference 
to “logos” towards the end.

Question 3 18 marks
The response attempts to apply methods with some success using straightforward although sometimes inaccurate expression.

The response is uneven with scattered points some of which are supported with evidence and some of which have validity. It 
includes a few successful points about contextual factors of production/reception but demonstrates assertive/simplistic conclusions 
about the effect of context on different uses of language. The response demonstrates loose grasp of knowledge/concepts and 
attempts to apply it. The response makes general connections and attempts to compare but with partial success.

There are points in this response which border on good in terms of engaging with the two texts’ language use and there is clear 
knowledge on show; however, there is little that is analytical and the discursive and long-winded approach are limiting factors in the 
responses ability to be credited higher up the mark scheme. For example, the reference to Dr Johnson is relevant but doesn’t lead in 
to a point which is linked to it clearly.
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