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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pd for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ 
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The response demonstrates a lack of specific information to address the question and a lack of accuracy. Stalin was not ‘Minister of 
the interior’ and ‘Lenin’s cabinet’ probably means the Politburo or Central Committee. However, we cannot make these assumptions. 
Thus, the response relating to Stalin’s position in the party needs to accurately address the roles he had: General Secretary, 
Commissar for Nationalities; editor of Pravda; head of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspectorate, etc. 

Precise supporting knowledge is important to substantiate points made. If supporting knowledge is not used or inaccurate, the 
quality of communication and explanation is lessened. This section of the response therefore represents a generalised and non-
specific address of the question. The candidate seems to have some awareness, but it is too generalised to provide any robust 
analysis. 
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Exemplar 2  10 marks

Page 4 of 25Print Script

04/07/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81848...

Examiner commentary
Exemplar 2 shows a great deal of accuracy in dealing with Stalin’s role in the party. There is a range of precise supporting terms 
used to outline Stalin’s role in this extract and dates and terminology are all accurate and relevant to the question. Importantly, 
this information is used to address the question of how Stalin’s role helped him in his rise to power. For example, ‘These influential 
positions allowed him to become…’, and then later explanations surrounding his influence, authority and loyal following, all 
contribute to a detailed analysis of Stalin’s role and a clear response to the question. The response then goes further, discussing 
how Stalin uses his authority, a consequence of his role in the party, to defeat the left and the right. This is a Level 6 response; the 
specificity supports an explicit address of the question’s demands.  
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1  17 marks
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Examiner commentary
This extract demonstrates a consideration of two factors, War Communism and the use of the terror. The analysis of War Communism 
links events to assess Lenin’s success as a leader. There is accurate support to explain why War Communism was a failure; the famine, 
Tambov uprising and the Kronstadt rebellion are used to support this assessment. The next section, on the terror exercised by Lenin, 
also addresses Lenin’s lack of success because he had to terrorise people into submission. Again, the argument is substantiated by 
numerous examples: the execution of the Romanov family; some of the Cheka activities; the emergence of the gulag system and 
the public execution of kulaks. However, there is also some evaluation as a counterargument explains that the Bolshevik use of terror 
could be seen a strength, Lenin was able to control opposition. 

There is perhaps a slight question mark over the use of the term ‘Red Terror’ in the response. Technically, the ‘Red Terror’ comprised 
the mass arrests and executions conducted by the Cheka in the wake of Kaplan’s assassination attempt on Lenin, August 1918. The 
response uses the term more widely and in a more generic sense. However, this is a minor observation and does little to detract 
from the accuracy and analysis evident in the response.  

Exemplar 2  4 marks

Page 14 of 25Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This extract is an example of a response that is anachronistic and proves the importance of a clear chronological framework to 
reference the sequence of events. 

The question requires an assessment of Lenin’s success ‘following the November Revolution of 1917’. Candidates can evaluate a 
whole host of policies and events: the use of terror; Lenin’s November and December decrees; War Communism, NEP and Brest-
Litovsk. However, an assessment of events before November 1917 does not address the question hence there is no reward for the 
argument here because it is not on the designated question. Candidates could make this relevant if linked to Lenin’s Decree on Land, 
or Lenin’s Decree on Peace, after the Bolsheviks had seized power. However, this response does not and therefore this section does 
not meet the demands of the question.
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response deals with NEP effectively. There is specific reference to the policy being implemented due to events at Kronstadt, and 
the importance of raising grain output in the wake of the unpopular policy of War Communism. There is also some evaluation as 
the response discusses the opposition to NEP, a consequence of its capitalist nature, but this is controlled via Lenin’s Decree on Party 
Unity, banning factionalism. While the treatment of NEP is not as developed as some responses, it does show a sound understanding 
of the policy and relates it to the maintenance of Bolshevik rule. 

The section on the Cheka is less accurate and a useful indicator of the uneven responses often found for Question 2(a). The 
treatment of the Cheka is quite generic - Lenin’s secret police force, scaring opposition, etc. While this is true, it still does not 
develop an analysis of the Cheka using accurate information. That was a common occurrence with this response. However, here the 
candidate does add some accurate information in support of the role of the Cheka by describing the execution of the royal family. 
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Even so, this is followed by some drift as the candidate looks to discuss the role of the NKVD during Stalin’s tenure. Therefore, there 
is some development regarding the Cheka, but it is not extensive. This creates an imbalance in the response. The more developed 
responses spoke of the role of the Cheka in torture and arrests, their role in grain requisitioning and cited Dzerzhinsky. However, 
surprisingly few mentioned the head of the Cheka, fewer still, the reprisals and bloodshed in the wake of Kaplan’s assassination 
attempt. This provided a good indication that the Cheka was not an area that candidates could recall in sufficient detail. 

Examiner commentary continued
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 15 marks

Examiner commentary
This extract is an example of some specific links between the role of the Provisional Government and the continuation of World War 
One. This is important to relay because a significant number of responses provided generic ideas about the impact of war, lacking in 
specificity, or more suited to the impact of war on the autocracy.

For candidates to show a precise and accurate treatment of the named factor, the response needed to address the Provisional 
Government’s role. The extract shows their reliance on foreign loans and this is accurate information to support. For example, 
responses could consider the resignation of Miliukov and Guchkov surrounding the continuation of the war, Kerensky’s June 
Offensive and its impact, the July Days as a response to this offensive, and so on. The response also needed to explain the impact of 
other factors in causing the collapse of the Provisional Government. 
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Exemplar 2 0 marks
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Examiner commentary
The question requires an analysis of the provisional Government’s role after the March Revolution in 1917. In addition, the named 
factor is World War One. The question also requires an evaluation of the significance of the continuation of the war and its impact 
on the Provisional Government in bringing about the November Revolution. The extract above is an example of a very limited 
response that does not have a clear chronological framework to apply in an address to the question. In addition, there is limited 
communication via generalised and inaccurate statements. There is nothing in the extract featured to show an awareness of 
the impact of war because the candidate is writing about the tsar’s position. It seems that the candidate believes Bolshevik rule 
followed on from the fall of autocracy. Ultimately, accuracy is key when dealing with specific individuals and events in history, and a 
chronological understanding helps to correctly reference the impact of events and people in their wider context. 

Page 12 of 25Print Script
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