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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was an extremely strong response to the question, with the candidate setting out a clear view in the introduction. When 
tackling the economic successes of the FRG the response outlines some key measurements of the improving economy as well as 
the reasons for this. The impact of currency reform and the economic benefits provided by the Korean War are outlined, although 
further detail on Erhard’s social market economy would have helped to develop the answer even further here. An impressive feature 
of the answer is the analysis of economic improvements with the wealth differentials discussed. The analysis of foreign policy 
successes is excellent, with the response showing impressive knowledge of the successes of Adenauer in this area. The contextual 
support demonstrates a firm grasp of the FRG’s successes in reintegrating with western Europe and the focus on the question is 
clear. The final judgement is on topic and follows on from the line of argument taken in the question, meaning that the response 
was placed into Level 6. 

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
In this mid-level response there is some uneven evaluation of both factors. There is some attempt to directly compare the two 
factors in relation to the question and a discussion of why each factor could be seen as a success for the FRG. The section on the 
economy is relevant, although further detail to develop why it could be seen as a success would have lifted the answer into a higher 
level. Supported detail in the form of statistics would have been beneficial, for example. The section on foreign policy is of a similar 
nature, and the argument is vague in places although a few relevant points are made. The judgement is undeveloped and so Level 4 
was appropriate for this response. 
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
On first glance this response only deals with two factors and so potentially could be a mid-range answer. However the quality of 
analysis and argument is excellent. The introduction sets out a clear view and the line of argument is held throughout the response. 
Statistics are used in examining the impact of Allied bombing and there is relevant discussion of the negative impacts suffered. The 
impressive feature of this particular essay is the development of the counter argument, with the inclusion of the valid point that the 
impact of bombing was largely felt in cities and industrial areas and not in more rural locations. Similarly the response also discusses 
the maintenance of positive morale and examines rationalisation and the decreasing standard of living as having a more significant 
impact than Allied bombing. There is a light touch of contextual support which although not extensive supports the points that the 
response is making. The counter argument balances the points that are made and there is a sense that the candidate is in full control 
of the answer. The final judgement follows on from the rest of the essay and so the response was given a Level 6 mark, albeit at the 
lower end of the band. Further support would be necessary for a higher mark in this level. 

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer was placed in Level 3 and is a good example of a response that partially addresses the question. The introduction 
demonstrates some knowledge of the issues and an initial view is provided. The initial section on Allied bombing is quite basic with 
limited support and some factual inaccuracies. The other two factors are similarly treated with some basic factual information mixed 
with attempted analysis and evaluation. The response reads something of a list but it as it partially addresses the question it was 
therefore placed in Level 3. 
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a high level answer which focused on the key issue of political instability throughout the response rather than simply 
discussing the impact of the Treaty of Versailles or the post-war economic problems. There is valid comparison of both factors 
throughout, with the response tackling the political instability caused by Versailles first with valid comments on the ‘stab in the 
back’ myth and the opposition from Hitler and Ludendorff. There could be further development here but there is enough focus on 
political instability to warrant a high level mark. Similarly the discussion of the economic problems is also relevant with good detail 
which is then linked to a lack of confidence in the system. The conclusion offers more development with some relevant discussion of 
the various putsches faced by the Republic. This might have been developed in the main body of the answer but there is enough to 
warrant a low Level 6 mark being given.

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates some knowledge of both factors with a largely relevant contextual explanation of both factors. In terms 
of the assessment of the importance of each factor in creating political instability, the response shows a slightly uneven approach, 
which is characteristic of Level 4. The treatment of the Treaty of Versailles is a little assertive with specific links lacking, although 
there is some knowledge of the terms of the treaty noted. In terms of economic problems there are some references to ‘mutinies’ 
but these are undeveloped. The conclusion introduces the NSDAP and makes a valid point about the longer-term instability of the 
regime but then strays outside the scope of the question towards the end. Overall there is some unevenness between the factors 
and so it was placed in Level 4 as there was some attempt to assess their significance. 

Exemplar 3 Level 3, 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response attempts to evaluate both factors but the attention to each factor is only partial. There is also a basic judgement. In the 
case of the first factor, ‘the impact of the Treaty of Versailles’, there is a lack of specific detail and some basic errors are made. There are 
some illustrative points made about the terms of the treaty but these are linked in an assertive manner. The reference to nationalist 
parties was relevant but could have been developed. For the second factor, ‘economic problems’, there are some relevant general 
points but these aren’t pinned directly to the question asked. Again the point is made about the attraction to extremist parties but 
it is undeveloped. There is an attempt at judgement but this is obviously limited and basic as a consequence of the arguments 
established in the rest of the answer. As a result this was a partial answer which is typical of Level 3. 
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a strong response which adopted a thematic approach to this question. It divides the GDR’s aims into the traditional social, 
political and economic model and is able to use contextual detail to analyse the successes and failures of each factor. The response 
demonstrates excellent knowledge of the political aims of the SED and its attempts to assert its political authority through the 
Politburo and the crushing of the 1953 uprising alongside its use of the Stasi. There is excellent treatment of the GDR’s economic 
policies, notably through the failure of collectivisation in the period concerned, although there is balanced treatment of the 
successes of the GDR’s economy and acknowledgement of its industrial successes as well as its role in Comecon. The treatment of 
its social policy is excellent with good analysis of the reforms dealing with young people and the improvements to education. The 
analysis is taken further as the response shows how discontent with the social policies of the regime meant that qualified young 
people voted to leave the GDR in huge numbers before 1961, a significant failure for them. The judgement is developed and follows 
the reasoning from the rest of the essay meaning that this was placed at the top of Level 6. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This mid-range answer was characterised by a list of reasons with some judgement in the conclusion. The introduction establishes a 
clear view and sets out various factors which then are then worked through in something of a list. The response has a general focus 
on the question and is well structured with a line of reasoning that is mostly sustained through the essay. The approach taken makes 
sense as a whole and the individual examination of each factor is largely accurate, although there is little comparison or evaluation 
of the factors. The response supports the argument with some evidence and some good statistics used on social changes. However 
the support is variable in other areas. The view in the conclusion follows on from the line of reasoning present in the response and 
so as the question was generally addressed the answer was placed into Level 4. 
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Exemplar 3 Level 3, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction does offer a view, but much of the answer falls into assertion and description rather than focusing on whether 
the GDR achieved its aims. A basic view is established in the introduction, although the sense of the answer is a little unclear at this 
stage. This is seen clearly in the first paragraph where the response suggests that the lack of agreement with the FRG demonstrated 
a failure for the GDR. This unsteady start continues with a discussion of social changes, with some partial understanding of the 
nature of the police state and a relevant point being made about migration to the west. However the points are undeveloped. 
There is an attempt to compare to the FRG but the comparison isn’t particularly strong and could have been developed further. 
Further limited explanation is attempted and although there is much assertion there is an attempt by the candidate to address the 
question; this does help to lift the response into Level 3 as it is not purely descriptive. The conclusion does display some elements of 
explanation but the focus drifts from the main view of the question. The answer was therefore placed at the lowest end of Level 3. 
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