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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Exemplar 1 Level 6, 27 marks
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 17 marks

Examiner commentary
The response works its way through the sources in order, but for each source contextual knowledge is used and the provenance 
is considered. Source A is clearly explained in relation to the question and contextual knowledge about the political situation and 
the position of the army is used before the response considers the provenance. Not only is the nature of the source considered but 
contextual knowledge is also used to reinforce the evaluation, although there is some confusion about the religion of the United 
Provinces. In contrast, Source B is explained and shown to go against the view in the question. There is some detail when the 
provenance of the source is considered, and the purpose of the source is discussed. Although only limited contextual knowledge is 
used, what is there is relevant and linked back to the question. Source C is also thoroughly explained and there is good contextual 
knowledge used, which is fully developed with precise examples. The provenance is also considered with the issue of Cromwell’s 
purpose discussed. Finally, Source D is explained and the provenance considered. There is limited use of contextual knowledge 
when discussing the final source. However, the conclusion reaches a judgement about the sources in relation to the issue in the 
question, based on the evaluation and this takes the response into Level 6. However, it remains at the lower end of Level 6 as there 
are some weaker elements, such as the lack of contextual knowledge used in discussing D. 
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Examiner commentary
As with the previous response, the answer works its way through the sources and there is some use of contextual knowledge and 
provenance. However, this is not developed and is one reason why the response remains in Level 4. Source A is explained in relation 
to the question, but the depth of contextual knowledge used is limited and the provenance is not developed and relies largely on 
a ‘stock’ comment. Similarly, in discussing Source B there is explanation but the comment about the provenance of the source is 
limited and very general, with little consideration of how Ludlow’s views and split from the rump might have influenced his writing. 
Source C is explained in relation to the question, but this time the consideration of the provenance is more developed as Cromwell’s 
motives are discussed, but as with B there is no real use of contextual knowledge. Similarly, Source D is explained and there is some 
limited contextual knowledge used, but no real consideration is given to the provenance of the source and how a comment by 
the Venetian ambassador should be viewed. The conclusion is little more than a summary of the views of the four sources and no 
attempt is made to reach a judgement based on an evaluation of the sources. Both contextual knowledge and provenance are used 
and therefore the response reaches Level 4, but neither are particularly developed and therefore the response is at the lower end of 
the level. 

Exemplar 3 Level 3, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about the sources in relation to the question, but it is left as a one sentence opening with no 
reference to any specific source. There is some description of Source A and reference to the author and how this may impact the 
reliability with some explanation as to how the source supports the view in the question. The comment about it being from a diary 
is not developed. Similarly, in discussing Source B, there is some basic consideration of its provenance, but the comments are basic 
and not developed. The comments on Source C are even less developed and although the response acknowledges it is a record of a 
speech by Cromwell, there is no attempt to consider the purpose of such as speech. Source D is also treated in a superficial way with 
a brief mention of the provenance, but again this is not developed. The conclusion is unfinished suggesting the candidate ran out of 
time. Most of the response is explanation with a brief consideration of provenance, but as this is not developed the answer remains 
towards the lower end of Level 3. There is no evidence of contextual knowledge being used, which would have been essential if the 
answer was to reach Level 4. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening outlines divine right and other issues that caused conflict between James and his parliaments. However, it suggests 
that the other factors are linked by the issue of divine right and that ultimately it was divine right that was the most important cause 
of conflict. 

The response starts by considering the issue of divine right and explains, with precise examples how, when and why it caused 
disputes. The supporting detail is impressive and covers the whole of his reign. An interim judgement is asserted but not really 
explained as to why it was key. The response then considers the issue of finances, particularly the Great Contract and once again a 
good range of examples are used and explained. These are linked to the issue of Divine Right and this link is used to argue that it 
is the most important factor. The response then considers the issue of foreign policy and, as with earlier paragraphs, there is good 
detail and explanation. The argument is balanced and concludes by suggesting that this was less of a problem as James was, by the 
end of his reign, willing to take parliament’s concerns into consideration. The conclusion reaches an overall judgement based on the 
interim judgements and links, but is at the bottom of Level 6 as they have not been fully developed. 

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is aware of a number of issues that caused disputes between James and his parliaments and it disagrees with the idea 
that divine right was the most important cause. 

The response starts by explaining how divine right caused disputes, particularly linking it to the fear of absolutism. The discussion 
is balanced and the response is aware that James also believed in ruling according to the law. The response then suggests that 
financial disputes were a more serious problem. There is some attempt to explain why it was such an issue and supporting detail 
is provided, however having claimed that it was the most important cause, no attempt is made to support the claim. The response 
starts to become a list of issues that caused problems as the answer then states that foreign policy was also a cause of disputes and 
explains how and why. This is not developed and relies on superficial knowledge. The conclusion reinforces the view offered at the 
start but does not provide and support for the claim made. The response has explained the role of three issues, albeit foreign policy 
is not developed and this takes it into Level 4. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

23

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 3 Level 3, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response considers a range of issues that caused James to have disputes with his parliaments. The answer however makes little 
attempt to assess the causes and instead produces something of a limited list of reasons. 

A view is offered in the opening paragraph, although it would benefit from a clearer explanation. The response then considers the 
issue of finance but is rather descriptive in its approach, with the answer rather outlining the financial issues rather than explaining 
how they caused problems and whether they were serious or not. The approach is descriptive and this will impact the overall level 
that is given. Only at the end of the paragraph is there any attempt to link the material back to the actual question, but even this is 
somewhat asserted. 

There is some attempt to explain how divine right caused conflict but this is not developed. The response then returns to finance 
with the Great Contract and again the explanation is limited. The conclusion is weak and adds little to the explanation. The response 
has some explanation and therefore should reach Level 3; it has gone to the top of the level because of the knowledge shown about 
financial issues, but the explanation and the consideration of a wider range of issues would be needed to reach Level 4. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a clear view as to how successful James was in dealing with the puritans and offers a reason 
to support the claim made. The first main paragraph deals with the issue of the church hierarchy, something that particularly 
concerned James and his effectiveness in managing the issue is well explained and supported. There is some precise evidence used 
to support the claim and the material is linked back to the question. The response then considers the issue of preaching and again 
the response uses precise examples to support the argument and a consistent line of reasoning about the monarch’s effectiveness 
is maintained. The response also considers how James satisfied moderate puritans, and again the explanation is supported with 
precise details. This leads to a judgement which is based on the argument put forward in the previous paragraphs. The judgement 
takes the response to Level 5, but to go higher issues which were less effectively managed might have been considered and there 
could have been more balance to the argument. 

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view, but the issues to be discussed are not identified and the response appears quite general and 
would benefit from greater focus. The response starts by considering the Hampton Court conference and although there is some 
argument about the success, there is also a tendency towards description. The response then considers the issue of the Thirty Nine 
Articles, but in considering this the response does become more descriptive and the comments about many leaving the church 
is not completely accurate. The next paragraph begins with ‘another way’ and this is the direction the response takes with a list of 
issues and no real evaluation of the effectiveness of James’ methods. There is some explanation of the Book of Sports, but also some 
description. The comments about creating religious balance are quite general, even though there is some link to foreign policy 
and the analysis is quite basic. The conclusion does not really reach a judgement and largely summarises the issues covered in the 
main body of the response. There is sound explanation of some issues but the response is a mixture of analysis, explanation and 
description and is therefore typical of a Level 4 response. 
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Examiner commentary
The opening is very general; although there is some mention of the Hampton Court conference it would be helpful to identify some 
of the issues that are to be discussed. A view is offered but this would benefit from some development. The opening considers 
the issue of divine right, but this is only weakly linked back to the question. The discussion of appointments is limited and rather 
confused. There is some explanation of how foreign policy caused disquiet before considering Arminianism but the response 
doesn’t discuss that this was not a serious issue during James’ reign. Explanation is quite general and precise support is lacking. 
Similarly comments about religious beliefs and the Canons are general, while there is confusion over the Millenary Petition and weak 
comments about Hampton Court. The conclusion offers a view and there is some limited support, but the depth of knowledge 
in the essay is thin and the explanations and argument are therefore not convincing. The major issues are considered but rather 
superficially, but there is some explanation and that is why it reaches Level 3, but to go higher there would need to be much greater 
depth of knowledge and understanding. 
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