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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 30 marks

Please note Passages A and B have not been included here due to third party copyright. Please see the question paper to see the full question.
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Examiner commentary
This is an impressive answer which shows in its introduction both an awareness of the wider debate and an excellent understanding 
of the views expressed in both passages in relation to the question. It goes on to evaluate both interpretations using an impressive 
range and depth of knowledge and this is well linked to the interpretations themselves. For both passages it considers both 
strengths and limitations and continues to focus on what is in the passages rather than what is missing. In the conclusion it comes 
to a well balanced judgement which follows on from the main body of the response.

Exemplar 2 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response shows some understanding of the views expressed in each passage and some attempted evaluation of Passage B 
using own knowledge. However too often there is an explanation of the passages (especially A) using generalised own knowledge 
rather than an evaluation. The judgement in the conclusion is weak and assertive. To achieve a higher mark the answer would need 
some more consistent evaluation of the passages (especially Passage A) using detailed own knowledge and a more comprehensive 
consideration of the issues raised by both the passages.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a popular question which did however lead some of the weaker responses to only focus on the role of leaders or to focus 
exclusively on the 1950s and 60s. This is a good example of an essay which shows strong synthesis and good balance both in terms 
of other factors and across the whole period. The candidate takes a thematic approach focusing on political, social and economic 
change and compares the role of leaders with the roles of the Federal government and organisations within each theme. A synoptic 
judgement is then reached in the conclusion.

Exemplar 2 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay shows some understanding of the role of the African American leadership in the advancement of civil rights and Martin 
Luther King, Marcus Garvey, Booker T Washington and WEB du Bois are all discussed. However some of the knowledge shown is 
quite generalised and there is little attempt to link the leaders’ importance to concrete gains such as MLK’s role in the civil rights 
legislation of the 1960s. There is an attempt to bring in the role of organisations in the paragraph before the conclusion but this is 
quite limited and leads to a lack of balance. This is obvious in the conclusion which is narrow and generalised. To achieve a higher 
mark the candidate would need to compare the role of leadership to factors such as the Federal government and to back up their 
arguments with stronger evidence.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 25 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

17

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

18

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
This essay was given full marks and it has a strong focus on the question throughout and some strong synthesis. It addresses the 
question in terms of themes such as social, political and economic change and within each theme it considers how far the Dawes 
Act was a turning point and compares it to other important changes throughout the period. The depth of supporting knowledge is 
impressive and this helps to make the argument very convincing. Interim judgements are reached which are then brought together 
in the conclusion.

Exemplar 2 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay starts well with a focused introduction which identifies a number of turning points in the period and gives a view as 
to which is the most important in the advancement of Native American civil rights. The essay goes on to consider three of these 
important turning points with some good explanation on each and some limited comparison between them. However in order to 
achieve a higher mark the essay would need to properly address the Dawes Act itself which is barely mentioned and then dismissed 
as unimportant in an assertive conclusion. The attempt to compare the different turning points would also need to be more 
developed into arguments rather than assertions.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was an impressive answer to a question which caused some issues for candidates who were unsure how to fit the named factor 
of changing economic and employment opportunities into their usual themes of social, political and economic change over the 
period. This essay makes clear in the introduction that it will consider the economic change and compare it to the role of Federal 
action and the campaigning of women themselves which proves a very effective approach. Not only does the essay show strong 
synthesis within each theme but it also directly compares the roles of economic change with the actions of women themselves to 
establish a hierarchy which is well supported. The argument is brought together in a well substantiated conclusion.

Exemplar 2 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer shows some good explanation of the role of economic factors in advancing women’s rights in this period but it is 
unbalanced as it only hints at other factors such as the role of the Federal government and women’s activism. It answers the 
question as if it was only asking for an explanation of economic change over the period rather than political and social change and 
as such has a very narrow focus. To get a higher mark it would need to both consider other reasons for the advancement of women’s 
civil rights over the period and attempt synthesis or direct comparisons across the period rather than just explanation.
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