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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1
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Exemplar 1 Level 6, 30 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

6

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

7

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

8

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

A Level  History A

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
The opening provides an overview of the sources in relation to the question and groups the sources according to their view about 
the importance of enclosure. Although grouping is not necessary, this does provide a structure and clear argument. The response 
begins by considering the sources that it believes most strongly support the view in the question. Sources C and D are explained in 
relation to the question and detailed own knowledge about Flowerdew is used to support the argument. The response comments 
in some detail about the provenance of Crowley and shows an awareness of the attitude of Commonwealth writers to issues of 
the day. There is also comment made about the attack on gentlemen who brought victuals to the rebels and this is used to show 
that there may have bene other causes to the unrest. Similarly, Source D is also explained in relation to the question and again own 
knowledge, this time about the Enclosure Commission is used to support the argument. There is some detailed discussion about 
the provenance of the King’s Journal and some discussion about him omitting any mention of religion, with the suggestion that this 
was due to his beliefs. There is also some use of contextual knowledge to suggest that despite Edward’s comments the source also 
ignores the social tensions. 

The response then considers Sources A and B where it is argued that although enclosure is seen as a cause, less emphasis is placed 
on it. There is discussion of the provenance of B and explanation of the view offered, with again good contextual knowledge 
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about inflation applied to the source. The response also acknowledges the role of religion and therefore provides a multi-causal 
explanation for the unrest. Source A is also thoroughly explained and the provenance is discussed and again contextual knowledge 
is used to support the view offered in the source. The conclusion reaches a judgement about the sources in relation to the question, 
having evaluated them using both contextual knowledge and provenance for all four sources. 

Although further contextual knowledge could have been used, the response has carefully selected relevant and accurate material 
to support or challenge the views offered in all four sources and similarly the provenance of all four sources is considered and the 
comments are more than basic, often quite developed. This allows a supported judgement to be reached about the sources view 
of the issue in the question. It is important that the judgement is about the sources in relation to the issue and not simply about the 
issue, as would be expected in a period study essay. 

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view about the issue in the question and makes a brief reference to the views offered by each 
source. The response works its way through the sources in order. It explains Source A in relation to the question and, as with the 
higher level response, shows some knowledge of Flowerdew. However, there is some confusion about the comments concerning 
religion made in the source and the response equates these with the source suggesting religion was factor, whereas the comment 
refers to the rebels’ failure to obey the teaching of the Bible about obedience. This leads to some confusion when commenting on 
the provenance of the source. The response then considers Sources B and C, with the response showing some understanding of the 
role of inflation and rising food prices, providing some detailed knowledge to support the argument. However, the comments about 
the provenance of Source B are rather general and speculative. Source C is treated less well and this can be compared with the high 
level response where both contextual knowledge and provenance are used, but in this response there is just explanation. Source D 
is also explained and there is some contextual knowledge used about the importance of saffron in East Anglia, but the comments 
about provenance are very general , while the conclusion provides simply a summary of the sources.

Although all four sources are considered, the evaluation of C and D is much weaker than A and B, with no provenance of C and very 
basic provenance of D, which along with the lack of detailed contextual knowledge used to test the last two sources, prevents the 
response from going into Level 5. The provenance is the weaker of the two elements and should be compared with the high level 
response, while the conclusion is little more than a summary rather a judgement. 

Exemplar 3 Level 3, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
Although the opening does provide a view of each source in relation to the question, the opening of the paragraph could have 
been more focused on the actual sources. The focus of the response is much more explanatory and descriptive than the other two 
responses. In discussing Source A, there is some hint of discussing the provenance of the source through considering its purpose, 
but this is not developed and there is no contextual knowledge used to test the view of the source. This is repeated with Source 
B where the emphasis is on explanation of the source. The response does attempt to bring in some brief knowledge about unrest 
in the West country, but this is inaccurate, while the comment about the provenance of the source is limited. Similarly, Source C is 
focused on explaining issues in quite general terms with no contextual knowledge or discussion of the provenance of the source. 
This lack of discussion of provenance and limited use of contextual knowledge is a feature of these lower level responses and should 
be contrasted with both of the previous responses where, even at Level 4 most sources are treated in greater detail. Source D is 
also treated in a very superficial manner, with a basic comment about provenance and no use of contextual knowledge. Unlike the 
previous responses, there is no sustained use of contextual knowledge or provenance, instead the focus is on explaining the content 
of the sources. With the focus being on explanation with limited use of contextual knowledge it is unable to move from Level 3 and 
as the knowledge is not used for each source, it pushes it towards the lower end of the mark band. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is focused on the demands of the question. It offers a view about the severity of the Yorkist threat and 
establishes a range of factors against which the threat will be judged. The first main paragraph considers the issue of foreign support 
for Yorkists and there is detailed explanation and support. The discussion is balanced with the arguments in favour and against 
foreign support considered. The range of examples used is strong and the last part of the paragraph reaches an interim judgement 
about the threat foreign support posed. The response then considers the issue of the duration and nature of the threat. Once again 
a wide range of precise examples are analysed, including Simnel, Lovel and Stafford and Warbeck and again an interim judgement is 
reached. The interim judgements at the end of each paragraph are a clear indication that, with the depth of analysis and support, a 
high level will be achieved. 

The response also argues that because of Henry’s effective leadership and management of the challenges they were never a 
threat. As with previous paragraphs, the response has a wide range of accurate and analytical support. Once again the argument is 
balanced, leading to a further interim judgement. Three factors have been analysed and discussed and interim judgements reached 
in each paragraph, which leads to an overall conclusion. This is developed and based on the interim judgements. 

The response does all that is required; three factors are analysed and judgements are reached. There is consistent focus on the 
question and detailed support for a balanced argument and therefore there is no reason not to go to the top of Level 6. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 5, 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph sets the scene by outlining Henry’s position and it does offer a view about the threat posed by the Yorkists. 
The response starts by explaining why Henry’s position was vulnerable and outlines how he attempted to counter this by the date 
of his reign and his marriage. It then considers the threat posed by the Pretenders and explains why Simnel may be considered to 
be a threat. It then goes on to consider how Henry attempted to reduce the threat through various treaties and the threat posed by 
the other Pretender, Perkin Warbeck, again explaining how and why he was a threat and how this threat was reduced. The response 
goes on to examine how Henry used his foreign policy to further reduce the threat, but at this point the seriousness of the threat 
is largely implied rather than analysed. However, the conclusion is stronger and in a developed paragraph the response takes the 
response into Level 5 by a supported and clear judgement about the seriousness of the threat. 

In contrast to the response that scored 20 it is worth noting the lack of interim judgements in this response and how the full mark 
response was more wide ranging and balanced in its analysis. 
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Exemplar 3 Level 4, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does set the scene but does not offer a clear view as to the seriousness of the threats posed by the Yorkists. 
Instead it mentions some of the challenges and suggests that they need to be evaluated to determine the seriousness they 
posed. The response considers the threat posed by Warbeck but this is not fully developed and all aspects of the challenge are 
not analysed. It then becomes more generalised with comments about the nobility rather than specific focus on the Yorkists. The 
following paragraph moves on to consider the challenge of Simnel, but this is quite limited in depth and analysis. Many issues, such 
as the Lovel and Stafford threat are not discussed and although three issues are considered they lack the depth of knowledge and 
developed analysis to go beyond the lower end of Level 4. The response is mostly focused with the paragraph on the nobility being 
general. The conclusion is weak and does not really reach a judgement and therefore the response is largely explanatory which limits 
it to Level 4, while the lack of depth of knowledge in some parts keeps it at the bottom of the level. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph places Henry’s foreign policy in context and also offers a view as to why it was more successful in his early 
years than later. This view is given some support. The response adopts a thematic approach and this allows a comparison between 
the two periods to be made. The response starts by considering the issue of dynastic security and is much stronger and more 
developed on the latter period, with only limited attention given to the early success of Medina del Campo. A comment is made 
about Ayton but this is rather asserted and not fully developed, limiting the impact of the case offered. The response then considers 
the diplomatic situation. In this instance the response is much stronger when discussing the early years. The last sentence is not 
really an interim judgement and it is the limited nature of the concluding comments in each paragraph that keep the response in 
Level 5. The response then considers the issue of trade and argues that Henry was more successful in the later period. Some support 
is provided, although a wider range of examples would have been helpful to cement the argument. The conclusion is developed 
and there is a supported judgement which helps take the response into Level 5. There is consistent focus on the question and the 
comparative nature of the argument makes the response stronger. The conclusion does reach a substantiated judgement and the 
move towards interim judgements helps take it to the top of Level 5.

Exemplar 2 Level 5, 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is quite general and does not offer a clear view as to which period was more successful, instead the opening raises 
some issues to be considered. The response starts by considering the issue of security and explains how his early actions helped 
achieve this and concludes by arguing that the early years were successful. Although the evidence supports this claim, there is no 
comparison with the later period and therefore no judgement as to which period was the more successful. The response continues 
to examine the early years and explain how Henry was successful in securing his dynasty and, although there is good detail and 
explanation, there is again no real comparison with the later period. The response does suggest that he was successful in this early 
period but makes no attempt to compare this with later. The response then goes on to discuss the later years and although there 
is some discussion of Philip landing in England there is little consideration of other events, with the response commenting that the 
period was relatively uneventful. This lack of balance makes it difficult to produce a sustained and comparative judgement between 
the two periods, and while a judgement is reached it is not well supported as there is a lack of coverage of the period post 1497. The 
response is mostly focused but the imbalance keeps it at the bottom of Level 5, the judgement having taken it out of Level 4. 

Exemplar 3 Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about the issue in the question and provides some support for this claim. The opening paragraph 
considers the success of arranging the Spanish marriage, mentioning the financial gains and the recognition it brought Henry. The 
response does not go beyond this issue but does explain a range of reasons as to why this agreement can be seen as so important 
and why the period should be seen as one of success. Although the response is brief and considers only a limited range of issues, 
what is there is relevant and focused on the question. It analyses the marriage and offers some explanation as to why it should be 
seen as a success. Given that there is some explanation, the response is placed in Level 3. 
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