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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2019 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins –
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1

Level 6, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
Although the opening does not offer a view as to which of the events had the greater impact, it does thoroughly analyse the two
events. An introduction is not a requirement; what is more important is the quality of the analysis and explanation of the impact and
in this response it is very strong.
The response starts by explaining briefly the Civil Constitution of the Clergy before explaining the impact of it. Although the
response considers only two issues these are fully developed and explained. Most importantly, the response is able to see the
impact of these developments in their wider context, explaining how it led to some rural unrest and how Louis’ actions showed that
he was opposed to the Revolution.
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Similarly, in dealing with the flight to Varennes, the response outlines briefly the events before considering the impact. Once again
the number of issues discussed is limited, but the explanation and analysis is strong, with the response again showing an ability to
place the events in their wider context.
The judgement is strong with the response able to reach a judgement as to which event had the greater impact. However, the
judgement could have been more fully developed and it is this that prevents it from going to the very top of the level.

Exemplar 2

Level 4, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with Exemplar 1, this response does not offer a view in the opening paragraph as to which had the greater impact. The focus of
the discussion of the Civil Constitution is mainly on what it did rather than the impact. The response does make some valid points
about forcing the clergy to make a choice and showing that a significant number were opposed to the Revolution. However, this is
not developed and an analysis of the impact is largely implied rather than made explicit.
The treatment of the flight to Varennes does show some analysis of the impact, suggesting that it confirmed that the king was
no longer supportive of the revolution. It also makes the valid point about the Pillnitz declaration, but this needs much greater
development.
There is a judgement, but this is not thoroughly developed, with the simple comment that the king alienated the revolutionary
cause. Both factors are discussed, but would both benefit from much greater explanation and analysis, while the judgement is quite
thin. To reach Level 5, both factors would need a much more developed analysis of their impact.
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Question 1(b)
Exemplar 1

Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a list of reasons for Napoleon’s downfall, but also offers a view as to why he fell and suggests that there
were a variety of issues linked to his own actions that brought this about.
The first issue discussed is his military abilities and reputation. The response is able to identify a change in his leadership and explain
how these changes contributed to his fall. There is some depth of support provided and, most importantly, these developments are
well linked to his actual fall. The response then considers the role of the Continental System in his fall, linking it to both the Peninsula
War and the Russian campaign, which were crucial in his demise. The two events of the Peninsula War and Russia are then examined
in more detail and again they are both linked clearly to his fall.
The response also considers other issues, such as the strength of the allies, focusing on how their position changed over the period.
Once again this is linked back to the actual question set. The conclusion then goes on to weigh up the role of the factors discussed,
allowing an overall and convincing judgement to be reached. The interim judgements are weaker than the overall judgement, but
there is just enough to take the response to Level 6, but to go higher in the level they would need to be much more developed.

Exemplar 2

Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening shows an awareness of a range of issues that brought about the downfall of Napoleon and offers a view about the
issue in the question, suggesting that Napoleon was responsible for his own downfall.
The response provides a list of reasons for Napoleon’s downfall and the fact that there is little attempt to assess the relative
importance of these factors in bringing it about is why the response is placed in Level 4, but at the top as the explanation is quite
strong and covers a good range of issues.
The first issue discussed is the Russia campaign and the response shows a good knowledge of what happened to the French troops.
However, this is not well linked to show how it brought about his downfall, with the simple comment that it led to it undermining
Napoleon. There is some limited attempt to discuss whether this was his fault, but this is not convincing.
The response then considers the role of the Continental System, which is explained reasonably well, but again the link to how it
brought his downfall would benefit from much greater development. The answer then considers the ‘Spanish ulcer’ and there is
some attempt to explain how this led to his downfall, but again this is not well developed.
The three issues discussed are well explained but they would all benefit from a stronger link back to the actual question and some
assessment being made as to their relative importance. The conclusion does attempt to weigh up the importance of these factors,
but the limited analysis of the issues in the main body of the essay keeps the response in Level 4. To reach Level 5 there would need
to be much stronger link between the material and the actual question. There is some focus on the question, but this needs to be
developed and far greater evaluation of the issues to reach Level 5.
13

© OCR 2019

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1

Level 6, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The two issues in the question, the Italian and Egyptian campaigns are thoroughly explained in relation to the question. Not
only does the response consider a number of issues for each event, it also supports the argument with detailed knowledge. In
considering the Italian campaign the response initially raises the issue of heroism and diplomatic skills before going on to consider
Napoleon’s ability to self-publicise his military success. The response also sees the wider implication of these events.
Similarly, in discussing the Egyptian campaign the response considers a number of issues, including Napoleon’s image as a hero. The
response also links the events to wider issues, such as the interest in Egyptian culture, but it does balance the positive achievements
with the failures, again supporting the analysis and explanation with detailed knowledge.
The judgement is well developed, with both issues thoroughly discussed before an overall judgement is reached. It is a clear
example of a response doing exactly what the mark scheme requires, two or three points are thoroughly analysed for each issue and
well-developed judgement is reached, as a result there is no reason not to award the response full marks.

Exemplar 2

Level 4, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts by explaining why the Italian campaign was of such importance, helping to create the Napoleonic legend. The
response refers to how the campaign was used by Napoleon as propaganda. However, there is a tendency to drift from the actual
focus with the comment about the use of pictures and words, followed by an error over him being commander of the artillery. The
response needs to consider further issues from the Italian campaign if it wants to reach the higher levels.
In discussing the Egyptian campaign a similar approach is seen with only one real issue being discussed in any depth. There is
some also some error before a brief comment about defeat. As with the Italian campaign, a wider range of issues would need to be
discussed for the higher levels to be reached.
The conclusion is a little stronger, although it would benefit from further support for some of the claims made. However, it does
attempt to compare the importance of the two events and there is some development which does help to take the response into
Level 4. To move into Level 5 there would need to be much more analysis of the Italian and Egyptian campaigns in relation to the
question.
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Question 2(b)
Exemplar 1

Level 6, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response was placed at the very top of the mark scheme. The response shows a very good understanding of the events that
took place in Paris in 1789 and other issues that led to the development of the Revolution. The level of supporting knowledge is
excellent, while the explanation of the events is also very thorough.
The opening paragraph places developments in context and offers a view about the importance of events in Paris in comparison to
events in the countryside.
The response considers the impact of Louis’ decision to surround Paris following the actions of the Estates General. The significance
of this action is fully explained and there is a balanced discussion of events, such as the Storming of the Bastille. The response is
also explicit in explaining how these events helped to shape the development of the Revolution. The response also links this to the
October Days and again the significance of the events is thoroughly analysed, recognising how events in Paris had brought Louis
under their control.
The response then considers the events in the provinces, and again the depth of knowledge used is of a very high level. The focus
is analytical and not descriptive, seen in the opening sentence of the paragraph, where it comments on how it led to the Second
estate questioning the privilege system. A link is also made between events in Paris and the provinces showing, even if implicitly,
that it was events in Paris that drove the revolution. The response considers the actions of the peasants in the countryside and the
impact of these is analysed, with the response commenting that the events themselves had little impact but that they triggered
the radicalisation of the revolution. The dismantling of the old order is explained and linked back to these events. The paragraph
concludes with a comparison of the importance of events in Paris and the countryside.
In discussing the National Assembly and its impact the response links the argument back to the pressure from the Parisian
population. There is a balanced discussion of the impact of the National Assembly, which is also linked to actions taken against the
Church. The paragraph concludes by weighing the importance of the actions of the National Assembly, suggesting their actions
were less important as they simply cemented developments that had already begun.
A judgement about the importance of each issue is made in a series of interim judgements before an overall judgement is reached.
The overall judgement is based on the interim judgements and is well-supported and continues the comparative and evaluative
approach. The quality of the explanation and analysis is very high and the developed judgements make sure it reaches Level 6 at the
very top.
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Exemplar 2

Level 4, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view that the events in Paris were important, and lists a number, before suggesting that other issues also led to
the development of the Revolution.
The response begins by considering the calling of the Estates General. It explains what happened and why this was important, but
the link back to Paris is limited and only really explicit at the end of the paragraph. The response then considers the Storming of
the Bastille and its importance. Again there is explanation of the event but link back to the actual development of the Revolution is
thin and quite general with a comment about Louis losing control. The final event in Paris that is discussed is the October days but
once again there is considerable description of what happened, but the analysis of this in relation to the question is limited and not
developed.
In discussing other events the response focuses on the bad harvests, but as with events in Paris the explanation of their impact on
the development of the Revolution is limited. The concluding paragraph is a little stronger as there is a stronger attempt to explain
how the events developed the Revolution rather than simply explaining them.
The focus of the response is explanation and this is often quite sound and thorough, hence it reaches Level 4. However, there is only
very limited analysis and attempt to evaluate the events in relation to the development of the Revolution, which would be essential
if the response was to reach Level 5.
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