
J411
For first teaching in 2016

HISTORY B  
(SCHOOLS HISTORY 
PROJECT)

J411: The Norman Conquest, 1065-
1087
Summer 2019 examination series
Version 1

Qualification
Accredited

www.ocr.org.uk/history

GCSE (9-1)

Exemplar Candidate Work

http://www.ocr.org.uk/history


Exemplar Candidate Work

2

GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project)

© OCR 2019

Contents
Introduction 3

Question 6(a) 4

Question 6(b) 6

Question 7 8

Question 8 12

Question 9 17

Would you prefer a  
Word version?
Did you know that you can save 
this pdf as a Word file using Acrobat 
Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and 
select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will 
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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-
project-j411-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 6(a)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Examiner commentary
It should be noted by centres that we are only looking for one feature of how/why it has helped the author create the impression. 
Three separate points will only score 1 mark. As an example of a 3 mark response, this response focuses on the idea of life being 
pleasant through there being plenty to eat which implies comfort.

There were a number of quotes from the extract that were equally rewardable for 3 marks (award of marks of marks shown in 
brackets). 

The author uses language and choice of words to make Anglo Saxon England seem idyllic. (1) For example, he says that ‘crops 
flourished’ and everyone had plenty of everything. (1) This makes it seem like life was perfect – he is making us imagine a 
picturesque village (1). 

The author uses language and choice of words to make Anglo Saxon England seem idyllic. (1) For example, he describes how 
England was ‘at peace’ and the weather was ‘warm and sunny’. (1) This gives us the impression of serenity and calm (1).

The author downplays the parts of Anglo Saxon life which were not ideal. (1) For example, he acknowledges that there was ‘endless 
labour’ but softens this by saying ‘as any simple life must be.’ (1) This gives the impression that hard work was a positive thing 
because life was uncomplicated – modern people would ‘envy’ it. (1)
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Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
There is no clear reference to the text to show how Howarth suggests that life was pleasant pre-1066. Instead this is a very general 
answer that attains Level 1 for the last sentence. It is important, as asked in the question that candidates do pick out a part of the 
text to support their answer to the question. 
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Question 6(b)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
There is a clear historical line of enquiry in this answer: investigating whether Howarth’s description applied to all periods pre the 
Norman Conquest. The reason for investigating diversity of the different groups is well-explained and justified. However, it only 
is given 4 marks as there is no specific reference to the text given in Interpretation A. This is important to show what part of the 
interpretation the candidate has chosen to focus on. 

Exemplar 2 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
This response asks the question ‘how long had England been this way previously’ which is hinting towards a valid question. However, 
the justification for the question seeks to determine if the Norman Conquest then brought about a considerable change which is 
not what the question is about: the clear focus of the question was around England immediately before the Norman Conquest. It is 
really important that candidates do focus their answers on what the question asks. It is also worth noting that what examiners are 
after is a valid historical question and how that would help historians learn more about the period in question. Too many candidates 
used phrases such as  ‘I know from my own knowledge that…. ‘ - which rather invalidated their enquiry question as they were 
providing the answer to the question they were asking.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent answer that considers the differences between the two interpretations, using both interpretations as support. It 
then explains what might account for the differences. At the start, it explains how the Horrible Histories’ extract portrays William as 
brutal and violent and this is well supported from Interpretation B. It then goes on to show how Morris has a more compassionate 
portrayal of William who aimed to help the Anglo-Saxons not oppress them – again, this is well supported from Interpretation C. 
At this point the answer has clearly reached Level 3 – as it says in the Mark Scheme for Level 3  –  ‘Valid comparison of portrayals in 
B and C with support from one or both interpretations.’ As both interpretations have been used as support, this would place the 
answer currently at the top end of the level. 

However, the answer goes on to consider reasons for the differences: Interpretation B is for a younger audience so has a 
straightforward and one-sided viewpoint while Interpretation B is presenting a ‘newer side to the argument’ – this is very 
sophisticated thinking. As a result it was given 12 marks; Level 4 is reserved for answers such as this one that make a valid 
comparison of portrayals in B and C, with support from both sources and the difference are explained with specific reference to the 
purpose/audience of B and/or C.

Exemplar 2 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is a lot in this answer that is very general with little reference to the two interpretations. Taking the opening paragraph and 
the next page as a whole, there is little sense that the candidate has really understood why the purposes of the authors might be 
different. The book by Morris is different because it is  ‘more factual and longer so more appealing to an adult audience ‘ while the 
Horrible Histories’ extract is  ‘less factual and so more suitable for a younger audience ‘. Neither of these statements really move the 
answer beyond Level 1 as there is nothing in them that gets to grips with purpose or intended impact. The answer does attain Level 
2 as there is clearly a valid comparison between the two interpretations – that Interpretation B  ‘focuses only on William and portrays 
him in an unpleasant way ‘ while Interpretation C looks at the Norman Conquest as a whole. What the answer clearly lacks – and why 
it cannot move to Level 3 – is any direct support from either interpretation to either portrayal. 

The top level is reserved for those answers that achieve Level 3 but also clearly that explain the different purposes of the authors: as 
an example –  ‘I think the reason that B is more negative is that B is aimed at children so is trying to make the content quite dramatic 
yet with a clear and simple narrative – hence the title “Wicked William the Conqueror”. [10 marks] But the film in C is trying to debunk 
the popular view of the Normans and this original view has been selected for the film in order to highlight the fresh arguments 
made in the new book’.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 20 marks
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Exemplar 2 10 marks

Examiner commentary
This response does everything that examiners like to see to award full marks. The candidate starts with an explanation of why the 
remains at Exeter castle show us that it was more of a status symbol as the layout would not protect the city. The line about the 
castles being built as a status symbol is further supported by the candidate’s argument that castles built in the countryside do 
not suggest that they were built for military purposes by the owners. The candidate then moves on to consider the other side of 
the argument – that the building of castles showed William’s control and focuses on the area around London as an example. This 
argument is supported by the example of William’s reaction after the Harrying of the North – and York is used to show how castles 
were built  ‘as a response to instability in the region’. Finally, there is a clear clinching argument at the end: that  ‘after the unstable 
period, castles took on a more status-based role’.
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Examiner commentary
There are a number of undeveloped points in this response which means it only attains a Level 3 mark. The answer does consider 
both sides of the argument, though without the deployment of accurate knowledge as shown in the stronger example. There is a 
mention of why the Barons/Lords built their castles and also about the fact that William did build a number of castles in the North of 
England to help crush the rebellions. 

For clarity for centres, it is important that candidates understand the need to consider both sides of the argument in these types of 
question. The consideration of only one side, such as agreeing with the statement without disagreeing, means the answer can score 
no higher than the Level 4 no matter how many accurate responses are accessed. For Level 5 examiners need to see a degree of 
balance with both sides considered though it does not have to be equal weighted on both sides. Level 5, for example, can be either 
two explained points on each side or three on one and one on the other. The key to reaching the top level is making sure there is a 
consideration of both sides of the argument in the answer.
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The example above starts with an explained description of the importance of private armies and how their training made them 
better fighters than temporary soldiers. It then goes on to assess the importance of the feudal system in making the Norman’s 
successful. At this point, the answer is rewardable at Level 3 as there are two clear points arguing against the statement.

The answer reaches Level 4 when it assesses the invention of the stirrup and how this benefitted Norman cavalry before also 
considering the role of quickly-built castles and how these helped Norman warfare. Overall, the answer has two points against 
the statement and two in favour – which is sufficient for Level 5, 19 marks. The conclusion only really repeated what had been 
said earlier which is why it was not given full marks. 
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Exemplar 2 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is generally a strong response that at points has a clear focus on dealing with the question. However, not all points made were 
worthy of being credited. The start of the second paragraph was not credited as it was describing events at the Battle of Hastings 
which is not what the question asked. The response is credited, though, later in the paragraph where consideration is given to how 
such tactics were previously successful in Normandy. The response then explains the importance of the Norman Knights being 
trained which meant the army  ‘was incredibly deadly and talented in battle ‘. Finally, this response considers the trust the army had 
it their leaders – mainly due to the power of patronage – and how this was used as another way to make the army successful. The 
points about the architecture are rather unrelated to the question and were not credited.

For Level 5 examiners typically will see four validly explained points - though it does not have to be equal weighted on both sides. 
Level 5, for example, can be either two explained points on each side or three on one and one on the other. The key to reaching the 
top level is making sure there is a consideration of both sides of the argument in the answer. 
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