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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-
project-j411-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/


Exemplar Candidate Work

4

GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project)

© OCR 2019

Question 2

Exemplar 1 9 marks

Examiner commentary
The important aspect to this question is for candidates understand that to reach Levels 2 and 3 they need to organise their 
responses around a second-order concept such as causation, consequence and change over time, significance or diversity. Many 
candidates provided two or more examples of analysis of people’s health framed around such a second-order concept in the period 
which was rewarded at Level 3. Exemplar 1 clearly identifies industrialisation as the cause to explain how this affected people’s lives 
(poor housing resulting in respiratory diseases). Examiners needed to see two or more examples of this type of explanation to reach 
Level 3. It is equally valid to use two different second-order concepts with one supported example for each to reach Level 3. The 
quality of the support is that determines the overall mark. Finally, it is worth noting that no conclusion is needed to this question.
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Exemplar 2 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
In Exemplar 2, there is just a basic description of how things were in the period such as ‘people were very unhealthy’ and ‘they did 
not know much about germ theory’. This can only be rewarded at the lowest level. This answer would have been improved if, for 
example, the answer had linked people being unhealthy to industrialisation and the poor working conditions in the factories as the 
cause. Examiners do look for candidates to keep a focus on their answers being based around a second-order concept with at least 
one example to reach Level 2. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The better responses to this question did two things well. Firstly, they provided specific examples of conditions in medieval towns 
and secondly they make a direct link to how these conditions impacted on people’s health. These answers provided a clear answer 
to the question and were rewarded at Level 4 (one well explained impact) or Level 5 (two well explained impacts). The first part of 
his answer is quite general and does not really address the ‘impact’ on people’s health caused by the condition. However, towards 
the end, there are two well explained points about the impact of infected water which took the answer to Level 5. Note the part 
about countryside water was not awarded as the question focused on conditions in medieval towns. The candidate achieves the top 
mark for their response due to their focus on the question throughout and their ability to link all of their explanation to this.

Exemplar 2 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a Level 3 answer because the candidate has written in general terms. It is important that candidates do stick to the focus 
of the question to earn the higher levels. It is also worth stressing to candidates that they do need to develop strong knowledge 
and understanding of the conditions specific to each period – it was clear in this response that there was some confusion about 
medieval conditions in towns with the industrial period because the answer describes ‘back-to-back housing’ when it says ‘people 
tightly packed in to an areas’ which clearly was not relevant to the medieval period. Were there was some creditable knowledge – 
such as the water causing disease – this was rewarded but there needed to be more detail about this to reach Level 4.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The first part of this answer only reaches Level 2 as it concentrates more on the responses of the people rather than the responses 
of the government. This shows the need for candidates to clearly focus on the precise wording of the question. The descriptions 
of how people believed the plague was a punishment from God or caused by miasma are not answering the question but are 
rewardable at Level 2.

The answer becomes much stronger when it focuses on the specific actions taken by the government from the paragraph that starts 
‘Also they did come up with some good responses on how to deal with the Plague in the early modern period’. There is accurate 
deployment of knowledge around the Plague Orders of Henry VIII which moves the answer to Level 3 as this is an explained example 
of a government response. This is then supplemented by a response (watchmen) taken by Elizabeth I which places the answer at 
Level 4. Importantly the answer considers an action taken by the medieval government – the closing of brothels – and because both 
periods have now been considered the answer can access the top two levels, Finally, the non-effective use of Certificates of Health 
means that there are four well explained points for the answer to be credited at Level 6. There is a clear answer to the question in the 
final paragraph which sees the overall mark given as 18.

Exemplar 2 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer has deployed some good knowledge but not in sufficient depth to reach the higher two levels. The first part of the 
response focuses (in good detail) on the Plague Acts of the 1600’s and describes their purpose which allows the answer to reach 
Level 3 – as the Mark Scheme says, ‘One period explained, supported by one example’. The answer then reaches Level 4 as it has an 
explained point from the Medieval period about the ineffectiveness of the letter sent by King Edward III to the mayor of London 
outlining the steps he wanted to be taken. However, the answer stops at this point and therefore cannot be credited higher than 
Level 4. For the levels above this, the answer would have needed one more explained point (from either period) to reach Level 5 and 
two explained points (again, from either period) to reach Level 6. For clarity for centres, it is important that candidates understand 
the need to consider both periods where required: the consideration of only one period, such as the government response to 
the outbreaks of plague in the period 1500-1750, means that the answer cannot be awarded above Level 4 no matter how many 
accurate responses are accessed. For Levels 5 and 6 we need to see a degree of balance with both periods considered though it 
does not have to be equal. Level 6, for example, can be either two explained points on each side or three on one and one on the 
other. The key to reaching the top two levels is making sure there is a consideration of both sides of the argument in the answer.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 17 marks
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Exemplar 2 12 marks

Examiner commentary
The first part of this answer is very general, not really focused on the question in hand and is only awarded at the lower levels. 
However, the explained description of the effect of the banning of back-to-back housing sees the answer attain Level 3 as this is 
clearly answering how the National government had acted to improve people’s health since 1900. The answer then moves on to 
consider the positive impact of the 1930 Housing Act which means it has now reached Level 4. It is worth noting how the Act has 
helped improve people’s health: simply naming the acts is not sufficient to qualify for a level. A lot is then written about other actions 
of the National government such as the Liberal reforms – this in itself would not have been sufficient to move the answer beyond 
Level 4 as there has, to this point, only been a focus on actions since 1900. However, towards the end of the answer, the introduction 
by the government of Boards of Health and the introduction of the Sanitary Act of 1866 make this answer balanced as both time 
periods have been considered. As stated for Question 4, for the top two levels examiners need to see a degree of balance with both 
periods considered though it does not have to be equal. Level 6, for example, can be either two explained points on each side or 
three on one and one on the other. The key to reaching the top two levels is making sure there is a consideration of both periods in 
the answer. The last paragraph of the answer is more a summing up – more of a clinching argument would have been needed for 
18 marks. The very best responses had a ‘clinching argument’ and provided a level of analysis beyond a summary in their conclusion 
(e.g. Although it might appear that governments since 1900 have done more, they were dealing with different problems which could only 
really dealt with after the fundamental challenges of water supply and waste had been tackled in the 19th Century).
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Examiner commentary
The introduction to the question is very general when the response talks about the government introducing health warnings – 
there is no consideration of how these warnings have improved people’s health. However, the answer does reach Level 3 when 
there is a specific reference to the government campaign to use health warnings to warn people of the danger of smoking when it 
says, ‘Images of what smoking could do to the lungs are …used to discourage people from smoking’. There is also a clear reference 
to other ways the government has tried to discourage smoking – with a strong end to this section about improving people’s health 
– to secure the Level 3. 

As was common in candidate answers, the introduction by the government of the NHS in 1948 is the second example of how the 
government improved people’s health after 1900 and the detail about the NHS is strong which sees the answer reach the top of 
Level 4. However, this answer makes no reference to the period before 1900 and therefore cannot be given any higher than Level 
4. There are other examples post 1900 such as the government’s work to spread knowledge about how AIDS is transmitted but the 
lack of explained examples from the Industrial period hold the answer back.  
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