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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-
project-j411-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 9 marks
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Exemplar 2 6 marks

Examiner commentary
Examiners are looking for candidates to organise their responses around a second-order concept such as causation, consequence 
and change over time, significance or diversity. The Migrant unit lends itself well to diversity and on this question this was the most 
common use of a second-order concept. Many candidates provided two or more examples of analysis of different experiences 
of migration to Britain in the Medieval Period which was rewarded at Level 3. The example above clearly identifies the different 
(negative/positive) experiences of two groups – the Jews and the Italian Bankers. Examiners needed to see two or more examples of 
this type of explanation to reach Level 3. It is equally valid to use two different second-order concepts with one supported example 
for each to reach Level 3 – causation was another concept often used. The quality of the support is that determines the overall mark. 
Finally, it is worth noting that no conclusion is needed to this question.



Exemplar Candidate Work

6

GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project)

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
In the above example, there is just a basic description of how things were in the period such as ‘people were very unhealthy’ and 
‘they did not know much about germ theory’. This can only be rewarded at the lowest level. Examiners do look for candidates to 
keep a focus on their answers being based around a second-order concept with at least one example to reach Level 2. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 10 marks

Examiner commentary
The better responses to this question did two things well. Firstly, they provided specific examples of Protectant groups moving to 
Britain and secondly they explained the reasons for their migration. These answers provided a clear answer to the question and 
were rewarded at Level 4 (one well-explained group) or Level 5 (two well-explained groups). The first part of his answer focuses on 
the French Huguenots and how their persecution by the Catholic French King led to them fleeing France for Britain. Many answers 
were able to specifically reference the St Bartholomew Day massacre as a specific date when migration really increased. This answer 
moves to the top level as it accurately explains the migration of the Palatines (often referred to as the ‘poor Palatines’) to Britain and 
the reasons for this – in particular the idea that Britain would be a staging post on a longer journey to America. The answer achieves 
the top mark for their response due to their focus on the question throughout and their ability to link all of their explanation to this.
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Exemplar 2 5 marks

Examiner commentary
There is some rewardable knowledge deployed in this answer which gets it to Level 3 overall. In particular, the answer uses the 
fact that Britain has a Protestant Queen as a reason for attracting Protestant Migrants - they didn’t want to change their religion so 
migrated to a Protestant country - and also it states that some French Protestants were facing religious persecution. However, the 
answer lacks sufficient supporting detail to access the higher levels in the mark scheme. Unlike the previous answer, there is no 
detailed explanation of any specific groups such as the French Huguenots or the Palatines. Examiners need to see specific reference 
to at least two groups to award Levels 4 and 5. However, this answer has sufficient detail to reach the lower mark in Level 3.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 17 marks
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 12 marks

Examiner commentary
The first part of the answer serves as an introduction but is mainly superfluous: candidates are under time pressure in the exam and 
the advice would be to get straight on and start answering the question. What examiners are looking for is an answer that clearly 
considers both sides of the argument, though not necessarily in a balanced way. Both sides must be considered but the balance can 
be either three (or more) pints on one side and at least one on the other – alternatively it can be balanced but two explained points 
are needed on each side to access the top levels of the mark scheme.

The main body of the answer starts by detailing the different experiences of both Belgium and German migrants during World War 
One and, importantly, makes a clear link to the actions of the government as asked for by the question. The answer then considers 
the experiences of groups during World War Two and contrasts the experiences of Polish pilots and adult Jews with the Polish 
experience being positive and the Jews negative as they were not welcomed. This now means there are two supported examples 
on the negative side and two on the opposite side making this a Level 6 answer. The answer does go on to consider ‘institutional 
racism’ in the 1960s which would have been valid (as examiners took the phrase ‘institutional’ to be a reference to the government) 
but the answer already has enough to warrant Level 6 being given. The conclusion is mainly a summary of points previously made as 
opposed to a clinching argument making the final mark 17. 
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Examiner commentary
This response has deployed some good knowledge but not in sufficient depth to reach the higher two levels. The first part of the 
response focuses (in good detail) on the hostility migrants such as lascars faced from returning sailors during World War Two which 
allows it to reach Level 3 - as the Mark Scheme says, ‘One period explained, supported by one example’. The  response then reaches 
Level 4 as it has an explained point about the experiences of the Windrush migrants; it stops at this point and therefore cannot be 
credited higher than Level 4. For the levels above this, the  response would have needed one more explained migrant group (either 
positive or negative) to reach Level 5 and two explained points (again, either positive or negative) to reach Level 6. For clarity for 
centres, it is important that candidates understand the need to consider both sides of the argument in these essay-style questions 
and the use of simple, but effective, phrases such as ‘on the one hand’/‘on the other hand’ are useful ways to support candidates. 
For Levels 5 and 6 we need to see a degree of balance with both sides considered though it does not have to be equal. Level 6, for 
example, can be either two explained points on each side or three on one and one on the other. The key to reaching the top two 
levels is making sure there is a consideration of both sides of the argument in the answer.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question asked candidates to compare the effect of economic factors causing migration to Britain in the period 1500 – 1900. 
It therefore demanded that candidates needed to contrast economic factors with at least one other, accurately explained, factor to 
access the higher levels. This answer does exactly that which, alongside its clinching argument conclusion, is why it was given full 
marks.

The first paragraph explains how some groups – such as the Huguenots – were forced to migrate to Britain to escape religious 
persecution. This theme is continued with the accurate knowledge about the Jews facing pogroms in Russia which means the 
answer now has two well-explained points and, at this point, it is in Level 4. The answer also details how the Irish migrated to ’find 
food’ and the Italians migrated due to the effects of industrialisation but there has been no consideration of economic factors so 
far. However, the next paragraph did consider African migration under the auspices of the Royal African Company and finally the 
migration of Indians is explained because of the East India Company. Therefore the answer has at least two explained examples 
on both sides (economic and non-economic) to reach Level 6. Finally, the conclusion states that even those who didn’t come for 
economic reasons found that the strength of the British economy meant that the migrants were able to stay which took the answer 
one step further than a simple agree or disagree and can be seen as a good example of a clinching argument. 
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Exemplar 2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
In many ways this is the perfect half-answer. The structure is good but it only has one explained answer on each side of the question 
(economic against non-economic) which means it can only score in Level 4 as it does not have the necessary deployment of 
knowledge to justify a higher level. The economic side is explained through the experiences of Italian migrants coming to Britain 
for a better lifestyle. The non-economic side is explained through Britain’s connections with the wider world and the slave trade 
(though this could obviously be argued was also an economic reason). However, the answer finishes here when what was needed 
was another two explained examples of reasons for migration in the period 1500 – 1900, A range of examples could have been 
used such as the East India Company and Indian migration to agree or religious conflict (Huguenots/Jews) to disagree. As stated for 
Question 4, for the top two levels examiners need to see a degree of balance with both sides of the argument considered though 
it does not have to be equal. Level 6, for example, can be either two explained points on each side or three on one and one on the 
other. The key to reaching the top two levels is making sure there is a detailed consideration of both sides of the argument in the 
answer.
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