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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-
project-j411-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 6(a)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Examiner commentary
It should be noted by centres that we are only looking for one feature of how/why it has helped the author create the impression. 
Three separate points will only score 1 mark. As an example of a 3 mark response, this exemplar focuses on the idea of through the 
expense of the windows which was a way of the noblewoman showing off her wealth. There were a number of quotes from the 
extract that were equally rewardable for 3 marks (award of marks shown in brackets). 

The illustrator shows a large and richly-decorated room (1). For example, there are elaborate carvings, panelling and tapestries on 
the wall (1). These would have been rare and expensive, which would have impressed the guests (1). 

The illustrator shows how the guests are being entertained (1). For example, there is a space for dancing and an entertainer playing 
music (1). This shows how the noblewoman can make her guests feel relaxed and comfortable, which would have impressed them 
(1).

The illustrator shows how the noblewoman is showing off her status to her guests (1). You can see her family coat of arms on the 
wall (1). This suggests some kind of local or national importance, which would have impressed the guests (1).

‘Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions. Source details: © Historic England,  
www.historicengland.org.uk.
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Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This answer does describe the band but then does not make any reference to how this allows the noblewoman to show off her 
wealth. A reference to their cost, or to being able to provide pleasure to her guests, was necessary to secure a higher mark. It is vital 
in their answers that candidates do clearly reference the source material used whether that be text, a picture or another type of 
source. 
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Question 6(b)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
There is a clear historical line of enquiry in this response: investigating the labouring poor in the picture. The reason for investigating 
diversity of the different groups is well-explained and justified. However, it only is given 4 marks as the response does not completely 
explain what we might learn as historians from the investigation. The response might would have been improved by a clearer focus 
on this element of the question. The last two sentences of this example show what examiners are looking for:
‘Interpretation A suggests that life was easy for rich women such as Bess of Hardwick, a life of ease and luxury. I would compare the 
lives of wealthy women like Bess of Hardwick to the lives of poorer women and see how different they were. This would help us to 
understand the challenges faced by poorer women, which Bess of Hardwick would not have faced. It would also help us to compare 
how much choice or freedom poorer women had compared to rich women.’
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Examiner commentary
There is the start of a valid question here revolving around the nature of the entertainment. However, although there is clear 
reference to the band in the picture, the answer then goes on to answer the question posed which rather makes it redundant 
in terms of what we might learn from the investigation. It is really important that candidates do focus their answers on what the 
question asks. It is therefore worth noting that what examiners are after is a valid historical question and how that would help 
historians learn more about the period in question. Too many candidates used phrases such as ‘I know from my own knowledge 
that….’ - which rather invalidated their enquiry question as they were providing the answer to the question they were asking as in 
the example above.

Exemplar 2 2 marks
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 11 marks

‘Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions. Source details: R Hutchinson, 
 ‘Elizabeth’s Spy Master: Francis Walsingham and the secret war that saved England’ pp116-133,  

W&N (Orion Books), 2007.



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project)

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
This is an excellent answer that considers the differences between the two interpretations, using both interpretations as support 
and finally explains what might account for the differences. At the start, it explains how the Catholic website extract portrays Mary, 
Queen of Scots as a ‘martyr’ and there is further support from the interpretation about ‘never having plotted to hurt Elizabeth’. 

It then goes on to show how Interpretation C is much more damning and that ‘there were real fears there could be a successful 
assassination’ and again, there is further support from the interpretation. At this point the answer has clearly reached Level 3 – as it 
says in the Mark Scheme for Level 3 – ‘ Valid comparison of portrayals in B and C with support from one or both interpretations’. As 
both interpretations have been used as support, this would place the answer currently aa the top end of the level. 
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Exemplar 2 5 marks

However, the answer goes on to consider reasons for the differences: Interpretation C, which was written by Hutchinson, is coming 
from a revisionist point of view while Interpretation B is coming from a Catholic point of view and wants to paint Mary as a hero. 
Level 4 is reserved for answers such as this one that make a valid comparison of portrayals in B and C, with support from both 
sources and the difference are explained with specific reference to the purpose/audience of B and/or C. 
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Examiner commentary
There is a lot in this answer that is very general with little reference to the question which was asking how they differed in the 
level of threat that Mary, Queen of Scots posed to Elizabeth I. There are quotes from the interpretations but they do not compare 
the level of threat but more actions described in Interpretations B and C and therefore are not creditable above Level 2. Therefore, 
what the answer clearly lacks – and why it cannot move to Level 3 – is any direct support from either interpretation to the level of 
threat. Examiners need to see direct quotes from both interpretations focused on the question to award either 8 or 9 marks. The last 
paragraph, which attempts to explain the differences in purpose, does not move beyond Level 1 as it focuses on the book’s purpose 
being to inform and educate. Much more sophistication is required for Level 4 – a clear focus on the different motivations of each 
author. 

The following would be the type of thinking we would reward at Level 4:
‘I think the reason for the difference is that B is from a Catholic website which is trying to absolve Mary of any guilt, and portray her 
as a Catholic martyr, so it downplays her role in the plot. [10-11 marks] Whereas it sounds from C’s title like the book is more of a 
biography of Walsingham and written in praise of him, calling him the “Spy Master” who “saved England”. It’s therefore highly likely to 
argue that Walsingham was acting in the nations and the Queen’s best interests in taking the action he did against Mary’.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer does everything that examiners like to see to award full marks. The answer starts by agreeing with the statement – 
about how much the Queen enjoyed the fact it could be used as propaganda to glorify her reign. It then further supports the fact 
that the theatre was enjoyed by all by saying how the theatre was accessible to all as it offered relief from hard labour. The fact that 
the richer people could sit in the seats – and so show off their wealth – moves the answer to Level 4 as there are clearly three well 
supported reasons to agree with the statement. For Level 5 examiners need to see a degree of balance with both sides considered 
though it does not have to be equal weighted on both sides. Level 5, for example, can be either two explained points on each side 
or three on one and one on the other. The key to reaching the top level is making sure there is a consideration of both sides of the 
argument in the answer. This response achieves Level 5 as it gives two examples of groups that, for different reasons, were not in 
favour of the theatre – Puritans and local authorities. The opposition of both groups is well explained and throughout this answer 
the candidate continually deploys accurate knowledge. The well-explained conclusion means this answer scored full marks. 
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Exemplar 2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response explains two points – one for and one against the statement though in comparatively general terms which is why it 
was given Level 3, 10 marks. It is really important that candidates understand that examiners need to see four well-explained points 
for an answer to reach the top level and that there must be a degree of argument for both sides as well. Many candidates on this 
question were able to make four well-argued points, often with three in agreement and one against which is an equally valid way 
of reaching the top level as a balanced two on each side answer. Credit was given in this answer for the points about the Queen 
approving the theatre and for authorities’ disapproval of the theatre but two more developed points were needed for the top level. 
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer is a very strong one and it deploys relevant and accurate knowledge to reach a clearly thought-out answer to the 
question. Although this question was the least popular of Questions 8 and 9, where it was done well, it was done very well with 
candidates able to focus on details about the motivations of Elizabethan adventurers. This answer agreed that wealth motivated 
Francis Drake, Humphrey Gilbert and Walter Raleigh who plundered many Spanish and Portuguese ships in the Caribbean and West 
Africa, bringing back vast quantities of treasure. This answer also makes the alternative argument using James Dee as an example 
as well as cleverly comparing the possible other intentions of Drake and Gilbert. This is what examiners want to see on this type of 
‘How far do you agree’ type question: a balanced answer with a minimum of four explained points. This reponse also had a strong 
conclusion, focusing on the motivations for travelling East – making a more explicit comparison with the West would have earnt the 
answer full marks. 
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Exemplar 2 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer explains two points – both in agreement with the statement though in comparatively general terms which is why it 
was given Level 3, 11 marks. It is really important that candidates understand that examiners need to see four well-explained points 
for an answer to reach the top level and that there must be a degree of argument for both sides as well. Many candidates on this 
question were able to make four well-argued points, often with three in agreement and one against which is an equally valid way 
of reaching the top level as is a balanced two on each side of the argument. Credit was given in this answer for the points about 
Drake being a pirate – so showing a greed for riches and for the part about developing Britain’s knowledge being a motivation for 
exploration. However, another developed explanation was needed for Level 4 and two more for Level 5.
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