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Would you prefer a  
Word version?
Did you know that you can save this pdf 
as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Save As Other . . .  
and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need 
to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on the page and 
select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in 
Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there 
are a number of free applications available that will also 
convert PDF to Word (search for pdf to word converter).

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZL5Z53B
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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/beta/gcse-history-b-schools-history-
project-j411-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/beta/gcse-history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/beta/gcse-history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/beta/gcse-history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 10 marks

Examiner commentary
This response to Question 1 on Kenilworth Castle, gives both examples of Level 2 and Level 3 answers, so is useful for comparison.

The candidate begins by describing the original purpose of the castle (defence), identifying a valid event (the Great Siege) and tells 
us what physical changes this caused (destruction of the castle due to physical attacks which left it in ruins). They then link this to the 
question by asserting the effect this might have on future interpretations. Through this, the candidate has fulfilled the requirements 
of the question. So, this part of the response was given Level 3 – lower middle mark. If the candidate had provided fuller supporting 
detail (e.g. which parts were destroyed/how these linked to the defensive purpose, etc.) they could have achieved a higher mark 
within Level 3.
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The candidate continues by describing a number of changes (increasing defences, development of the castle as a palace, construction 
of the gardens) but does not indicate how these might impact on a historian attempting to interpret information about first use of the 
site. Therefore, these points were jointly given marks within Level 2 (description) and so do not raise the overall mark.

For the response to have gained more marks, each of the changes identified should have been developed to show the impact on 
the original defensive structure (i.e. the arrow-slits being changed to larger windows in the apartments, by John of Gaunt, would 
reduce the defensive features of the castle and give the impression that it had a more residential/palatial purpose).

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
This example, based on Dewsbury, has provided two clear examples of ways in which the site still allows for correct interpretations 
of its first use. It identifies the continued existence of the River Calder and explains how this is relevant to the first use of the site as 
an industrial centre. The second explanation features the preservation of cottages used for domestic weaving identified by physical 
features such as the small windows and puts this in the context of the nature of the hand loom industry. The response also contains 
extraneous information about the reasons for first use of the site, which detracts from the focus of the complete answer, hence only 
being given the lower middle mark in the level.

If this response had given a third example of ways in which the development of the site had allowed or hindered interpretation, it 
would have moved up to Level 5.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an example of a single explanation response. The candidate gives a lot of information about changes to the bridge over time 
(Level 2 - description) but only gives one example where they have explained a reason for the change – the prevention of suicide 
attempts by the addition of railings. The response is mostly description – even the example of the suicide just tells the story rather 
than analysing the impact for the bridge. As such, this response does achieve Level 3 (one explanation) but only gains the lowest 
mark in the level. To increase the mark within the level, the candidate could have indicated (perhaps with statistics) the frequency of 
suicide attempts and explained how and when measures were taken to prevent these.

To have increased the level, examiners would have expected to see other examples of physical change since the original opening 
and an explanation of why these happened. The example given by the candidate of the construction of the towers was not seen as 
valid as this was part of the construction process.

Exemplar 2 Level 5, 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response on Kenilworth Castle shows how detailed knowledge of the site has been used to explain two separate changes (John 
of Gaunt’s development of the palace and Dudley’s addition of gardens and apartments) and has given reasons for the construction 
of each of them. These clear explanations, together with earlier simpler explanations of the construction of the mere and the Great 
Siege, moved this response into Level 5, because it provided three or more explained points (though the points differ in quality of 
response). It gained the lower middle mark in the level because although the points made in the exemplar were well supported, the 
explanations for the previous points were limited (respectively, for better defence and to regain power) and therefore the marks did 
not progress further up the level. 

For this response to have gained higher marks in Level 5, the candidate would have been expected to show why it was necessary 
to add the mere for better defence or to have given some of the background to the Great Siege, to explain why the King needed to 
regain Kenilworth. This would have provided at least three well supported explanations, in a focused response, which would have 
gained the top mark in the level.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This Level 3 response is full of good quality information about Fountains Abbey and the Cistercian Order. However, most of the 
attempted assessments for typicality are only generalisations and do not have any specific comparisons. There is one specific 
comparison (to another Cistercian foundation - Rievaulx Abbey), though this is not specific to individual features and only serves 
to make a comparison to the nature of the Cistercian Order. This section gained Level 3 (one explained point). The candidate then 
describes the abbey in detail but without further specific comparison, so this section was only given Level 2 (description). There is an 
attempt at comparison when discussing the growth and importance of Fountains but the comparison is merely an assertion, hence 
also being given Level 2.

The response should have drawn specific parallels with other Abbeys (identifying a lack of a Muniments Room in a different Abbey, 
e.g. Cluny, for example, or comparing the size of the cellarium with Rievaulx or Tintern) in order to provided clearly supported 
examples of the typicality or lack of typicality of their site.

Exemplar 2 Level 5, 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response provides a detailed comparison of features of the Tower of London and uses specific examples from other castles in 
order to assess the question of typicality, during the specified period, which the candidate simply explains as ‘around the end of the 
Anglo Saxon Era’. There are four detailed explanations - similarity to Norwich castle for use and the keep; similarity to Norwich again 
regarding location and function; similarity to Rochester due to construction of the Keep and curtain walls; similarity to Cardiff in 
choice of location/use of a river. The highest mark in the level was not given, as there is no attempt to conclude with an overview of 
the points made in order to reach an overall response to the question of ‘how typical’. It would be expected that a response of this 
quality should be shaped to respond directly to the question.
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