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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-
project-j411-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer clearly demonstrates two second order concepts. The second paragraph explains the significance of the trading towns 
along the River Volga. The third paragraph explains the consequences of the trade. The final mark in the level could have been 
gained by presenting additional factual support for either of the two concepts.

Exemplar 2 Level 2, 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
In the first paragraph, this response correctly describes where they traded, who with and the goods traded, however it does not 
use the information to analyse trading patterns. The second paragraph refers to a consequence of such trade (trade rules being 
established), so the answer moves into Level 2 as a second order concept is shown. Factual support for this concept is this, so it was 
placed at the bottom of the level. More specific information (reference to agreements with Constantinople perhaps) would improve 
the mark within the level. To move to Level 3, a second example of a second order concept would be needed – possibly discussion 
of the consequences of such trade.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a good example of the top mark because the answer contains two valid examples of the impact of GHA on Britain, clearly 
supported by relevant specific detail.

The response explains Viking influence on place names and gives clear, valid examples. It explains how Jorvik became a major Viking 
trading centre and gives evidence to support this from the Coppergate dig.

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
Although this answer begins with incorrect information, it gives two correct identifications of ways the GHA impacted Britain - 
overwintering and integration into society through marriage. This achieves Level 3. Neither of these identifications are developed, so 
the answer cannot progress to Level 4 (one explanation) or Level 5 (two explanations).
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer gained Level 6, which means it contains at least four valid, supported points in relation to the statement – either for or 
against.

The candidate begins by explaining Viking beliefs, and important aspects of Viking lifestyle, but without making any links, so the first 
paragraph is only Level 2. The second paragraph deals with the belief in Frey and how this influenced Viking approach to farming 
(Level 3) and the answer continues in the same manner to explain how the belief in Thor was shown through their clothing, as 
proved by archaeological finds, raising this answer to Level 4. The answer then provides two explanations of how other factors were 



Exemplar Candidate Work

12

GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project)

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 2 Level 4, 10 marks

of great significance to Viking life; nature of the terrain which impacted their subsistence (Level 5); their craftsmanship which was 
shown through possessions (Level 6). 

The answer was well supported by factual detail but the overall clinching argument about whether religion was the ‘most important 
factor’ could be improved, so it did not receive the highest mark in the level.
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Examiner commentary
This answer begins with a clearly focused response which identifies a key Viking belief – that warriors would go to Odin’s Hall after 
death – and then explains how this was central to Viking Life (because the Vikings were warriors) which gains the answer Level 3 at 
this point (one explained point). The candidate continues by describing other habits of the Vikings (calling on the Gods at key times, 
being brave, following rules) but without linking this to a specific Viking belief or a specific alternative aspect of Viking life, so this 
part of the answer would only gain Level 2 by itself, and therefore not advance the mark.

The final paragraph returns to the theme of the importance of religion and links this to the belief in Asgard and the effect that had 
on their burials, increasing the overall level of the answer to Level 4 – however neither of the valid explanations are fully supported, 
so the answer was only given the lowest mark in this level. To increase the mark within the level, further information about burial 
rites or details of the ‘honourable death’ would be needed to support the two points made. 

To reach Level 5 or Level 6, additional explanations would be needed, either to prove or disprove the statement.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is a clear example of a good quality answer because it focuses immediately on the key aspect of the question – the successes of 
each King.

The first paragraph describes Bluetooth’s actions regarding trade and makes a clear assessment of success (to strengthen the 
country against invasion) – Level 3. The answer then provides a second (though less well supported) explanation of Bluetooth’s 
success in relation to connecting the country – Level 4. The candidate provides a third example of success by explaining Forkbeard’s 
use of alliances and conquest to expand the kingdom, in contrast to Bluetooth – Level 5. They conclude by explaining the factors 
surrounding Forkbeard’s conquest of England – Level 6.

There is an attempt to answer the question ‘more important’, but the comparison is across different factors, so is not valid and this 
question gains the top level (Level 6) but remains on 17 marks as the clinching argument could be improved.

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer begins with an unsupported assertion in relation to the question. It then describes the achievements of both men 
in relation to expansion of the Kingdom. The achievement of Bluetooth is not supported by factual detail so remains Level 2; the 
achievement of Svein is both described and supported, so reached Level 3. There are additional descriptions of improvements in 
trade and the introduction of Christianity but there is no supported assessment of whether these succeeded in developing the 
kingdom.

To improve the mark, the response should take the actions of either king separately and draw a conclusion about whether that 
action developed the kingdom. There is a place for comparison in this question (to reach the highest mark in the levels) but it 
should not detract from the assessment of each person’s contribution. A Level 6 answer would contain four or more such supported 
examples.
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