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Word version?
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this pdf as a Word file using Acrobat 
Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and 
select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will 
need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on the 
page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open 
the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there 
are a number of free applications available that will also 
convert PDF to Word (search for pdf to word converter).
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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-
project-j411-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate uses the provenance of the source to explain its utility. They have focused their first paragraph on why the source was 
produced and have explained that this shows that there was a resistance movement against the Holocaust. The candidate has also 
supported their response with direct support from the source with a quote. By focusing on what can be learnt from the fact that the 
source was produced this candidate achieves Level 3. The response goes on to make inferences about why the source was useful 
about the Holocaust. To achieve full marks the level of explanation in regard to utility would need to be developed further. 

Exemplar 2 Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The vast majority of candidates achieved Level 2 for Question 6. This candidate has given an answer which was very typical of what 
was seen. The candidate uses the source to make inferences about the Holocaust, for example the fact that the source states the 
‘crematorium can’t keep up’ allows the candidate to deduce that the killing that took place during the Holocaust happened at a fast 
rate. The candidate remains in Level 2 as they do not make inferences from the source’s provenance about the purpose, production 
or receipt of the letter. 
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 Level 5, 14 marks

This item has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions.  
Source details: © John Frost Newspapers / Alamy Stock Photo.
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Examiner commentary
The candidate achieves Level 5, 14 marks as a result of them working out the purpose of the article in Source B. Their response 
begins by suggesting the sources have ‘weaknesses’; candidates do not need to pick out limitations of sources as the question is 
based around utility. They then go onto use Source B and explain that newspapers such as Source B were used to create fear with 
the general public in Germany and turn them against the Communists in the run up to the March 5 elections. The explanation 
of purpose and use of the source sees the candidate achieve Level 5, 14 marks. The candidate does go on to make supported 
inferences from C and D. However only the purpose of B, which has been explained through evaluation of provenance, is present 
within the response and therefore the response is given 14 marks. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate speaks about B, C and D however they make unsupported inferences for Sources B and C and so for this the response 
would remain in Level 3. However, they use D to make a supported inference about the utility of the interpretation to understand 
the establishment of the Nazi dictatorship. The candidate states that the interpretation shows us that the German people didn’t 
blindly follow the Nazis but that they actively wanted Hitler to lead their nation as they desired change. The candidate reaches Level 
4 for providing a response which gives a supported inference from D. To gain more marks, the candidate would have needed to 
make an additional supported inference from Source B or C to reach 13 marks. To achieve full marks on this question, the candidate 
would have needed to explain the purpose of either Source B or Source C. 
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 Level 6, 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins their response with an explained point in support of the statement which is that the lives of the German 
workers did improve. They give supporting evidence of Beauty of Labour and explain that working conditions were improved 
which made workers happier. At this point the candidate would achieve Level 3 for explaining their evidence in reference to the 
question. They move into Level 4 through their explanation of the decrease in unemployment rates dropping from 6 million to 
below 1 million people allowing workers to have more money to provide for their families therefore improving worker’s lives. The 
candidate then goes onto explain the role of the German Labour Front which provided jobs for workers and made them feel part 
of the volksgemeinschaft and part of the Nazi ideology to make Germany great once more. The candidate then provides a counter 
argument which enables them to move into Level 6; they argue that the lives of Jewish workers and political opponents became 
significantly worse due to many civil servants losing their jobs. They end their response with comments about the war which are 
outside of the time constraints of the question and with a conclusion. To achieve a higher mark the conclusion would need to be a 
clinching argument. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 4, 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has explained two arguments which disagree with the statement that the lives of German workers improved under 
the rule of the Nazis. They argue that a combination of low wages and no representation from a Trade Union made life worse for the 
workers of Nazi Germany in their first paragraph seeing them achieve Level 3 at this point. The candidate then goes onto argue that 
the lives of female workers were also significantly worse and link this explanation back to the question which sees them achieve 
Level 4 at this point. The candidate doesn’t provide explained evidence in support of the statement. They would need an additional 
two explained arguments in their response to see them move into Level 6. 
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
Question 9 was answered well by relatively few candidates so this answer is a representative example of a higher performing 
candidate for this question. The candidate begins their response by arguing that some women supported the war due to them 
being given jobs in the munitions industry. They compare this to the Nazi policy before the war which restricted women from 
entering employment. This evidence is explained in reference to the question and so the candidate moves into Level 3 at this 
point. The candidate then goes onto argue an alternate view, that the German youth did not support the war, they give specific 
supporting evidence of the Swing Youth, Edelweiss Pirates and the White Rose movement. This is also explained in reference to the 
question and sees the candidate move into Level 4. The response remains at 10 marks – there is no additional explained arguments 
either in support or in opposition of the statement. The candidate achieves the mark at the bottom of the level due to their quality 
of support for example their paragraph on youth opposition is not tightly linked to war, this would have been enhanced significantly 
by explaining that the White Rose pamphlets focused on the atrocities taking place on the Eastern Front for example. They would 
need an additional two explained arguments in their response to see them move into Level 6.
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