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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 10(a)–(g)

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
(a) Very few candidates got this answer wrong – even weaker responses are able to identify the case. No need to write anything 

other than nominative if it asks for the case – no need for singular or plural and candidates who do this could risk getting it 
wrong.  1/1

(b) The candidate leaves out aorist – familiarity with the sorts of questions answered (and the fact that the information needed 
is given in bold) should help centres prepare candidates for these questions. The question doesn’t ask for number which the 
candidate gives anyway – understandable in preparing candidates that this might be encouraged but certainly not needed 
and could end up with a harmful addition, meaning they lose the mark. Giving ‘they’ would also be acceptable.  1/2

(c) Another quite straight forward question is answered accurately, as it was by most candidates; significant number of candidates 
misspelled feminine!  2/2

(d) Most candidates answered this question accurately.  1/1

(e) πλειστα was a fairly common answer for this question which expected νυν or εὐθυς. An understandable answer with the 
neuter plural ending; some adverbs, particles, conjunctions and prepositions are perhaps harder to define for candidates than 
verbs, nouns and adjectives – focus on this in preparation might help candidates.  0/1

(f ) This candidate doesn’t pick up the bold cue word of tense in the question. This is a testing question and candidates either 
know this rule or not – it is easy in lessons to gloss over finer points such as ‘neuter plural subjects have singular verbs’ but 
focusing on developing exam literacy for these questions could help to consolidate them.  0/2

(g) An easy mark if candidates knew their cases.  1/1.  Overall, this candidate scored 6/10.
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
(a) An accurate answer – only one word it could be in the line.  1/1

(b) The candidate identifies both features accurately – they cross out writing singular and replace it with plural, otherwise this 
could have been a harmful addition. No need for candidates to give information not asked for and it may end up with harmful 
additions.  2/2

(c) Accurate answer.  2/2

(d) Another accurate answer.  1/1

(e) No problems here for this candidate.  1/1

(f ) The tense is accurately identified but, as with many candidates, this candidate makes a valiant attempt at explaining the ‘neuter 
plural subject, singular verb’ rule but to no avail. Worth bearing this sort of question in mind when preparing candidates.  1/2

(g) Another good answer gives this candidate 9/10 in total.
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Question 11(a)

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
The candidate loses a mark for agreement of the adjective.  Centres preparing candidates for this section might like to focus on both 
the position and agreement of adjectives.  The verb is translated accurately with a breathing.

2/3

Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
A candidate clearly in command of adjectives and nouns – repeating the article, whereas την φωνην καλην would have been 
penalised.

3/3
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Question 11(b)

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
The candidate evidently nearly knows the vocabulary for νεανιας but doesn’t give it the correct ending, losing a mark – the 
answers are either right or wrong.

Using ἐχω is the wrong vocabulary, even if the word had been rendered correctly in Greek.

1/3

Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
Wrong use of vocabulary for the verb – even in the right tense it loses a mark for not using φερω. The lack of ν unlikely to be 
penalised.

2/3
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Question 11(c)

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
The breathing missing on αγγελους is ignored – there is enough for candidates to get wrong for this to be penalised if everything 
else is correct, although candidates should be encouraged to use breathings. 

The verb used is singular and not plural, losing one mark in the sentence.

Arguably an aorist infinitive would be more accurate Greek but the mark scheme gives a present (easier to form) and while aspect is 
introduced at GCSE, it would perhaps be too much to expect this from candidates.

Candidates are expected to know and use only the Restricted Vocabulary List.  Centres can use this information to base practice 
sentences on.  Candidates will, however, be credited for other correct vocabulary.

Candidates who tackle both Question 10 and Question 11 will have both marked – the mark awarded is the higher mark.

3/4

Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
Another example of a good candidate not knowing a bit of vocabulary (κωλυειν).  Otherwise good.

3/4
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Question 20
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Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
Section Mark (out of 5) Commentary

(i) 4/5 An almost answer which omits τοτε, losing a mark.

The candidate translates ‘the one that was leader’ which is an acceptable translation of ἡγεμων…
ὠν even if not the best translation.

(ii) 3/5 This omits a translation of δει – a more serious error. Omission of ‘both’ in τε…και is 
inconsequential – candidates should be encouraged to translate τε…και and particles as a 
matter of course.  Together these two errors take the answer to 3/5.

(iii) 1/5 There is little here of sense.  The candidate only recognises potted vocabulary such as ‘for’ ‘city’ (in 
the singular not plural) ‘never’ and ‘make’ – enough for just 1/5. For 2/5 some sense would need to 
have been made of the sentence.

(iv) 4/5 Omission of ἐπειτα is a more serious error. ‘The Diodotus’ is ignored but candidates should be 
encouraged to read the blurb and look carefully at the names given.

(v) 2/5 Several errors here mean that only part of the sentence is correct but the overall meaning is 
unclear. 

In the first half of the condition, the candidate translates the verb as passive – this would have 
been ok if the candidate had written ‘are punished by us’ – the present tense is ok here because of 
the use of the present in English in a future more vivid condition.

(vi) 3/5 A reasonably short but tricky phrase for some – the second half is good enough for 3/5. Hard to 
read but the candidate also includes ‘our’ in their answer which helps in terms of crediting.

‘Other’ is a harmful edition and the infinitive translated as a main verb seem to indicate 3/5 is a fair 
mark.

(vii) 3/5 ‘doing as’ is a misunderstanding of ὡς with the participle – it is quite a common occurrence 
in GCSE papers to have either ὡς with the future participle expressing purpose or ὡς with 
the present/aorist participle. Focusing on the distinction in preparing candidates would be 
beneficial as it is likely to be a more serious error of construction. ‘had said’ is here deemed an 
inconsequential error – in one sense it

(viii) 3/5 The candidate hasn’t distinguished between an aorist and future infinitive in διωξαι which is 
deemed an inconsequential error. 

(ix) 3/5 θασσον isn’t translated which is a more serious error of omission. An inconsequential error is 
given for ‘the sailors were given money’ because in the active/passive interchange the subject 
hasn’t been rendered as ‘by them’ – were it to have been this would have been fine. So this 
candidate scores 3/5 in this section.

(x) 4/5 The omission of ‘boat’ in the translation is a more serious error.
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Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
Section Mark (out of 5) Commentary

(i) 4/5 τοτε is mistranslated = more serious error. Community is an acceptable/correct translation of 
δημος.

(ii) 3/5 The candidate has mistaken δει ἡμας for δοκει ἡμιν which is a more serious error. They have 
mistaken παιδας as a feminine plural when the article is masculine which is an inconsequential 
error. These two errors together mean 3/5 is given.

(iii) 4/5 ‘By doing’ is deemed more serious because it is so far from the meaning – i.e. it changes the 
meaning of the sentence. This one more serious error drops the mark down to 4/5.

(iv) 5/5 Completely correct section. ‘With this’ is ok for ταδε.

(v) 3/5 Mistranslation of ὁς is more serious as it changes the meaning of the section, mistranslation 
of ὑμᾶς which is an inconsequential error. These two errors together mean that this section 
warranted 3/5.

(vi) 5/5 Completely correct section = 5/5.

(vii) 5/5 Candidates are advised not to hedge their bets with alternative answers.

(viii) 5/5 Correct section.

(ix) 5/5 Correct section.

(x) 5/5 Correct section
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Exemplar 3 
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Examiner commentary
Section Mark (out of 5) Commentary

(i) 5/5 A good start – an assembly is only an inconsequential error so can still score full marks for this 
section.

(ii) 5/5 All good here – no errors = 5/5

(iii) 1/5 Not really good enough for anything other than 1/5.  Although some sense is attempted, in reality 
this is not more than ‘potted vocabulary’ – this is the sort of section which examiners will spent a 
little time working out whether it might be worth 2/5.  To get more, you might expect to have had 
‘the other cities’ or ‘the same things’ in this answer.

(iv) 2/5 There isn’t really any continuous sense beyond the first three words, so this answer deserves no 
more than two.  It has some continuous sense but can’t be worth three with so much wrong with 
it.  Like in Section 20 (iii) the examiner would take a moment to determine the level between 2 
and 3.

(v) 3/5 Getting the first half of this sentence wrong won’t help the candidate to work out meaning here.  
Getting enough of the second half of the section and ‘to persuade’ nudges this into 3 rather than 
2.

(vi) 3/5 Three more serious errors (‘they’ ‘to keep’ and ‘alliance’) mean that this scores 3/5, particularly 
because of the rendering of the question accurately.

(vii) 5/5 The candidate gets him/herself back on track. It is worth ‘resetting’ at the start of each sentence.

(viii) 3/5 the other boat is inconsequential as it barely affects meaning. Omitting ‘they’ for ‘ordered’ is clumsy 
– worth candidates checking their answers carefully – but is classed as inconsequential.  Two more 
serious errors (‘was chased’ and ‘at first’) mean that this section conveys the general meaning but 
has serious errors or flaws, meaning a mark of 3/5.

(ix) 3/5 Interesting when placed against 20 (vii) – less is wrong here but 3/5 is still the score because of 
one more serious and one inconsequential error. κατα θαλασσαν is a vocabulary item on the 
DVL which candidates can be expected to know; here the candidate mistakes it for θασσον.

(x) 3/5 It is very common for candidates to get the condition wrong; there are only two types of 
condition needed at GCSE, so candidates can be expected to at least learn the pattern for 
these.  An error of ‘tense’ (etc) in either the protasis/apodosis of the condition will incur an 
inconsequential error (so a more serious error if both are wrong). 

‘They arrived’ is inconsequential for tense. μη omitted is more serious, leaving a score of 3/5.

Total 33/50
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